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AffairsCloud Recommends Oliveboard Mock Test

IBPS Clerk 2018: Take 30 Tests, 1 Free

IBPS SO (IT, Agriculture & Marketing Officer). Take Free Tests

SEBI 2018: 20 Tests(ESI + F&M + Securities), 1 Free

NIACL AO 2018: Take a Free Test

SSC CGL 2018: 50 Tests (30 Tier I + 20 Tier II)

INDIAN AFFAIRS

Overview of P.M Narendra Modi’s Day Long Visit To Andaman & Nicobar Island
e On December 30, 2018, Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi embarked on a day long visit to the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands.Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of 50 MW LNG-based power
project at Hope Town in South Andaman....Click here to Read more
Government Extends CLSS for MIG scheme till 31st march, 2020
e On 31st December 2018, the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs headed by Minister of State Hardeep S.
Puri, extended the Credit-Linked Subsidy Scheme (CLSS) for Middle Income Group (MIG) Scheme by
another 12 months till March 31, 2020. Around 93, 007 beneficiaries have been covered till date and have
already received Rs 1,960.45 crore of subsidy in the scheme.
Petroleum Minister launched Ujjwala sanitary napKin initiative in Odisha
e On December 30, 2018, Union Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched the Ujjwala Sanitary
Napkin initiative in Bhubaneswar, Odisha to provide access to hygiene products and employment to
opportunities in every district of the state.The sanitary napkins will be priced at Rs 42 per pack of eight
pads.
Gehlot approves amendment in Rajasthan judicial service rules
e On 29th December, 2018, Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot approved the proposal for amendments
in Rule-12 and Rule-17 of the Rajasthan Judicial Service Rules, 2010 after State Cabinet’s meeting held
under the chairmanship of Ashok Gehlot.
Madhya Pradesh government to create an Adhyatmik Vibhag
e On 29th December 2018, The Congress-led Madhya Pradesh Government announced that it is going
to create an Adhyatmik Vibhag (spiritual department) by merging several existing department.The
Congress had promised to form such a department before the last month’s Assembly elections.
UP university, Deen Dayal Veterinary University, to set up first goat fertility lab in the state of Uttar
Pradesh
e On December 30, the Deen Dayal Veterinary University in Uttar Pradesh proposed to set up the first goat
fertility lab in the state under Rastriya Krashi Vikas Yojna at the cost of Rs 22 crore.The University has
entered into a contract with Pradeshik cooperative Dairy Federation for marketing.
Govt can check online food, grocery delivery items any time
e On December 29, 2018, the national food regulator, Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI) issued guidelines to enable government to monitor the online food and grocery operators such as
Grofers and BigBasket as well as food delivery platforms like Swiggy and Zomato any time.
Government sets up export promotion cell for MSMEs
e On 31st December 2018, Giriraj Singh, Minister of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) informed
the parliament that the MSME ministry has established an Export Promotion Cell with an aim to create a
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sustainable ecosystem for entire MSME development.Evaluation of readiness of MSMEs to export their
products and services.
Phase II of Capacity Building Programme for Elected Women Representatives (EWRs) of Panchayati Raj
Institutions
e On December 28, 2018, Minister of State for Women and Child Development Ministry, Dr Virendra Kumar
announced that Capacity Building Programme for Elected Women Representatives (EWRs) of Panchayati
Raj Institutions across 18 states was initiated by the government of India.
Panel suggests not to allow new Engineering colleges from 2020
e A government appointed panel headed by IIT- Hyderabad chairman B V R Mohan Reddy has suggested to
the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) to stop setting up new engineering colleges
from 2020 and review the creation of new capacity every two years after that.
AP gets separate HC from January 1
e On IstJanuary 2019, Andhra Pradesh got a separate high court which will temporarily function from the
Chief Minister’s camp office in Amravati, the new capital of the state till a permanent building for the High
Court is being set up at the ‘Justice City’'in Amaravati. With the creation of the new high court, the country
now has 25 high courts.
Govt Releases 6-Crore LPG Connections under PMUY
e On 2nd January 2019, Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu handed over papers for an LPG connection
to Jasmina Khatoon from Shivpark, Khanpur in New Delhi to mark the 6 crore free cooking gas (LPG)
connection as the scheme to make available cleaner fuel in every household kitchens under the Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY).
KALIA : Rs.10,180 crore scheme launched in Odisha
e On December 31, 2018, Chief Minister of Odisha,Naveen Patnaik, launched a Rs 10,180-crore scheme,for
overall development of small, marginal and landless farmers, dubbed as ‘The Krushak Assistance for
Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA)' scheme.
Purchase of new vehicles, ACs banned for government departments: Madhya Pradesh CM Kamal Nath
e On December 31, 2018, Chief Minister of the Congress led government of Madhya Pradesh, Kamal Nath,
banned the purchase of new vehicles and air conditioners (ACs) by the government departments due to
huge debt of the state. Also, the expenditure incurred on office items has been limited on the basis of the
difference between the allocated budget for these expenses in the financial year 2018-19 and the
expenditure incurred in the financial year 2017-18.
Home Ministry approved UP’s proposal of renaming Allahabad as Prayagraj
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, ahead of the ‘Kumbh Mela 2019’, the Union Home Ministry (MHA) approved the Uttar
Pradesh government’s proposal to rename Allahabad as Prayagraj.
Kerala women form 620-km long ‘wall’ to uphold gender equality against Sabarimala protests
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, lakhs of women across Kerala formed a 620-km long Women’s Wall,that stretched
from Kasargod in northern Kerala to the southernmost district of Thiruvananthapuram,to uphold gender
equality and renaissance values.
WB govt announces two initiatives for farmers
e On 31st December 2018, the Mamata Banerjee led West Bengal government announced two welfare
initiatives for farmers as a part of the ‘Krishi Krishak Bondhu’ scheme which will come into effect from
New Year’s Day i.e. January 1, 2019.
ISRO launches ‘Samwad’ with students to engage them on space science
e On IstJanuary 2019, the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched a new platform named
“Samwad with Students” (SwS) as part of the enhanced outreach programme and to engage youngsters
across India to capture their scientific temperament in Bengaluru.
Cabinet Approvals on 2nd January, 2019
Cabinet approves various things on 2nd January 2019
e “Cabinet approves Continuation of Umbrella scheme for “’Family Welfare and Other Health
Interventions”” during 2017-18 to 2019-20"
e (Cabinet approves Amendment to the Trade Unions Act, 1926 to make provisions regarding Recognition of
Trade Unions.....cccoeoeeeevenireeenies e e
Cabinet Approvals with Foreign Countries on 2 January,2019
e 0On 02nd January 2019, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Morrocco.
Cabinet apprised of MoU between India and Morocco on Cooperation in the area of Cyber Security.
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Hundred percent household electrification achieved in 25 states under SAUBHAGYA scheme
e On December 31, 2018, the Minister of State (IC) for Power and New & Renewable Energy Shri RK
Singh announced that 25 states have achieved100 percent household electrification under Centre’s
‘Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana’ (Saubhagya). Website:
Rs 185 crreleased since FY 2015-16 to enhance female literacy rate among Scheduled Tribes: Govt
e 0On 02nd January 2019, the Centre has released around Rs 185 crore since financial year 2015-2016 to
bridge the gap between literacy levels of tribal girls and the general female population.The scheme, being
implemented through voluntary and non-governmental organisations, aims at reducing the dropout rate at
the elementary level by creating the required ambience for the education of tribal girls.
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated 5-day 106t Indian Science Congress in Lovely
Professional University Jalandhar, Punjab
e OnJanuary 3, 2019, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 5-day long ‘Indian Science Congress
(ISC)-2019’ in Lovely Professional University Jalandhar, Punjab.It will conclude on January 7, 2019.The
theme of 106th edition of ISC-2019, is: ‘Future India: Science and Technology’.
Veer Savarkar International Airport in Port Blair declared as an authorized Immigration Check post
e OnJanuary 3, 2019, Information, Public Relations and Tourism Division of Andaman and Nicobar
Administration announced that the Veer Savarkar International Airport in Port Blair will be an authorized
Immigration Check post.Superintendent of Police (CID), Andaman and Nicobar Police has been appointed
as the ‘Civil Authority’ for the purpose of the immigration check post.
PM inaugurated 12 projects worth over Rs. 1500 crore on his a day visit to Imphal, Manipur
e OnJanuary 4, 2019, On the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi’s one day visit to Imphal, Manipur, he
inaugurated 12 projects worth over Rs. 1500 crore.Addressing a public gathering, he inaugurated 12
projects consisting of eight key development projects related to water supply and tourism
and four schemes in Manipur.
Govt launches Green-Ag, GEF-assisted project, in partnership with FAO
e The Minister of State for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Shri Parshottam Rupala informed that the
Government had launched a Global Environment Facility (GEF) assisted project namely, “Green - Ag:
Transforming Indian Agriculture for global environment benefits and the conservation of critical
biodiversity and forest landscapes” in collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
during September, 2018.
Parliament passes NCTE amendment Bill
e On 3rdJanuary 2019, the Parliament following the approval from the Rajya-Sabha passed a National
Council for Teacher Education (Amendment) Bill(NCTE), 2018 to provide retrospective recognition to
central and state government funded institutions offering B.Ed and related courses that are not recognized
under the NCTE Act.
Parliament passed the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Bill
e On 3rdJanuary 2019, the Parliament passed the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education
(Amendment) Bill, 2018 that seeks to do away with the no-detention policy in schools.The Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Bill, was moved in the Rajya-Sabha by Union
minister for Human Resources Development Prakash Javadekar and was passed by a voice vote.
Parliamentary Panel Report on Western Ghats
e On 31st December, 2018 the Parliamentary panel, which keeps track of assurances given by ministers,
presented its latest report on Western Ghats on the floor of the Rajya Sabha.
6 monuments declared of national importance in 2018 by ASI: Ministry of Culture
e On December 31, 2018, the Ministry of Culture announced that Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) declared 6 monuments as ‘protected and of national importance’ under the Ancient Monuments and
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, in 2018.
Andhra tops ACI’s Ease of Doing Business index
e In the latest ranking of Singapore’s Asia Competitiveness Institute’s (ACI), Ease of Doing Business (EDB)
index 2018, Andhra Pradesh emerged on top of the 21 states of India that were considered for the ranking,
while Maharashtra and Delhi came in second and third place, respectively.
11 projects to revive mythical Saraswati river
e On]January 2,2019, 11 projects were approved to revive the mythical Saraswati River at the meeting
of Haryana Saraswati Heritage Development Board (HSHDB) headed by Haryana Chief minister Manohar
Lal Khattar.
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Government launches nationwide cleanliness survey ‘Swachh Survekshan 2019’
e On 4t January 2019, The Minister of state (I/C), Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Hardeep S
Puri launched the fourth edition of annual cleanliness of Urban India known as “Swachh survekshan 2019”.
The Survey will be conducted across 4237 towns and cities between 4t January to 28th January 2019 by
independent third party.
4677 PMBJP Kendras functional in 35 States/UTs of the country by end of year 2018
e OnJanuary 4, 2019, Minister of State for Road Transport and Highways, Shipping and Chemicals and
Fertilizers, Shri Mansukh L. Mandaviya stated that 4677 Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Pariyojana’
(PMB]JP) Kendras became functional in 35 States/UTs of the country.
Union Minister for HRD inaugurates 27th Edition of New Delhi World Book Fair
e On 5% January 2019, HRD Minister Prakash Javadekar and H.E. Sheikh Fahim Bin Sultan Al
Qasimi, Executive Chairman of the Department of Government Relations, United Arab Emirates
inaugurated the 27th edition of the New Delhi World Book Fair (NDWBF), which has the UAE's third
largest emirate Sharjah as its 2019 guest of honour,inaugurated in Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. The event
will conclude on 13t January.
India & Pakistan’s 28th exchanged lists of nuclear installations under Prohibition of Attack against Nuclear
installations Act, 1988 undertook on first day of new year
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, India, Pakistan exchanged lists of nuclear installations and list of prisoners for
the 28th time through diplomatic channels in New Delhi and Islamabad.This was done under the
Agreement on the Prohibition of Attack against Nuclear installations that was signed in December
1988 which came into force in January 1991.
Overview of PM Narendra Modi’s one-day visit to Palamu, Jharkhand
e On]January 5, 2019,Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Palamu, Jharkhand,where he inaugurated
projects worth a total of Rs. 3500 crores.Prime Minister,Shri Narendra Modi witnessed the e-Grih Pravesh
of 25,000 beneficiaries under Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana.
Overview of PM Narendra Modi’s one-day visit to Baripada, Odisha
e OnJanuary 5,2019,Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Baripada, in Odisha,where he inaugurated
projects worth Rs. 4500 crore.He also unveiled a digital plaque to mark the commencement of work for
conservation and development of Rasika Ray Temple, and Excavated Structure at Ancient Fort
Haripurgarh.
Indus Food Meet 2019 to be held in Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh and Odisha to participate as partner
state
e From 14t January 2019, the Trade Promotion Council of India (TPCI) and union commerce ministry is
going to organize a two-day mega food international event, the Indus Food Meet 2019, at the India
Exposition Mart of Greater Noida in Uttar Pradesh. Odisha which will participate as ‘Partner State’ .The
event will conclude on 15t January 2019.
Encouraging farmers to enrol farmers for the Atal Solar Krishi Pump Yojana
e On]January 5, 2019, Maharashtra Government announced distribution of free sops to encourage farmers to
enrol in the Atal Solar Krishi Pump Yojana.The things included: two LED bulbs, a DC fan and a mobile
charging socket.
Ministry of HRD constitutes a task force to look into the issue of JNV suicides
e On 3rdJanuary 2019, the Ministry of Human Resource Development constituted a task force to look into the
circumstances of reported suicides of 49 students, including Dalits and Adivasi students, of
residential Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs) between 2013 and 2017.The task force, to be headed by
psychiatrist Dr. Jitendra Nagpal.
Government notifies High-Level Committee for implementation of Clause VI of Assam Accord
e Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India has notified a High-level committee of nine members under
the chairmanship of Shri M.P. Bezbarauah for implementation of Clause VI of the Assam Accord.The
Committee will submit its report within 6 months from the date of notification.The 9 member Committee
headed by retired IAS M.P. Bezbarauah.
Andhra CM Chandrababu Naidu unveils schemes for marginalized Brahmins
e On4thJanuary 2019, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu unveiled various welfare scheme
for the marginalized and economically backward Brahmins through AP Brahmin Welfare Corporation such
as distribution of Cars to the Unemployed Brahmin youths, loans and subsidies.
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Zero percent interest for loans upto Rs. 3 lakhs for Self Help Groups (SHGs) under the Mission Shakti
scheme
e OnJanuary 5, 2019, Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced interest-free loans of up to Rs.3
lakh for six lakh women self-help groups (WSHGs) benefitting about 70 lakh women in Odisha.This was
announced at the ‘Mission Shakti’ convention attended by about 50,000 women.
30th Edition of 9-day long International Kite Festival kicks off in Ahmedabad,Gujarat
e On 6% January 2019,30th Edition of the nine-day long international kite festival inaugurated ahead
of Uttarayan or Makar Sankranti, the day when winter season starts changing to summer and farmers
welcome the approaching harvest season, at Sabarmati River Front in Ahmedabad, Gujarat.
Secunderabad Railway Station: the first Railway station to hoist Tricolour National flag on a 100 feet tall
pole under Railway’s order
e OnJanuary 2, 2019, Secunderabad Railway Station, in Hyderabad, became the first railway station of South
Central Railway (SCR) zone to hoist a huge tricolour on a 100-foot tall pole.This was done according to the
Railway Board’s order to hoist the national flag at 75 A1 category railway stations.
AAl signed MoU with SAMEER for boosting R&D in the field of communication
e OnJanuary 4, 2019, Airport Authority of India (AAI) signed MoU with Society for Applied Microwave
Electronics Engineering and Research (SAMEER) for joint research programs in the field of Communication
Navigation and Surveillance (CNS).

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

U.S., Israel quit UNESCO citing bias
e On 31st December 2018, The United states of America (USA) and Israel officially quit the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) amid concerns that the organization fosters
anti-Israel bias. UNESCO was established in 1945 after the end of World War Il to foster peace and it is best
known for its World Heritage programs.
President Trump signs ‘Asia Reassurance Initiative Act’ into law
e On 31st December 2018, President of United States of America (USA), Donald J. Trump signed the “Asia
Reassurance Initiative Act (ARIA)” into law. The act establishes a multifaceted U.S. strategy to increase U.S.
security, economic interests, and values in the Indo-Pacific region.
Pakistan’s Provincial Government declares Panj Tirath Hindu religious site as national heritage
e On 2ndJanuary 2019, the provincial Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government in northwest Pakistan has declared
the ancient Hindu religious site of Panj Tirath in the provincial capital Peshawar as national heritage.
Iran approved anti-money laundering bill for ease of business
e OnJanuary 5, 2019, Iranian council known as the Expediency Council approved an anti-money laundering
bill to ease trade.This bill will be in line with the standards set by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF).

BANKING & FINANCE

Allahabad Bank, SBI Life join hand for bancassurance partnership
e On 31st December 2018, a ‘bancassurance’ pact was signed between State-owned Allahabad Bank and SBI
Life Insurance to sell the policies of the insurer from over 3,238 branches of the Allahabad Bank.The
agreement is considered as one of the largest Bancassurance partnerships in the country.
18t edition of India’s Fiscal Stability Report was released by RBI
e On December 31, 2018, the central bank of India, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released 18th Fiscal Stability
Report of India. This report has been prepared by the Sub-Committee of the Financial Stability and
Development Council (FSDC) on the risks to financial stability, the strength of the financial system and the
development and regulation of the financial sector.For a detailed read, refer the link given:
Paytm Payments Bank to add new customers after 6 months
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, Reserve Bank of India granted permission to Paytm Payment Bank to add new
customers after it initially barred Paytm from opening bank accounts in June 2018.
Govt infuses nearly Rs 11,000 cr capital in public sector banks
e On 31st December 2018, The government has infused 10,882 crore rupees in four public sector banks,
including UCO Bank and Syndicate Bank.State-run lender UCO bank, formerly United Commercial Bank,
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announced that Government of India has infused Rs 3074 crore of capital into it by the way of preferential
allotment.
Complaints with bank ombudsman surge 25% in FY18
e On December 31, 2018, according to the RBI Report on Trend and Progress of Banking in India, number of
complaints registered at banking ombudsman offices has increased to 25% owing to increased awareness
and poor internal redressal mechanisms of banks. For a detailed read, refer:
One-time relief to MSMEs allowed by restructuring debt up to Rs 25 crore by 31st March 2020: RBI
e OnJanuary 2, 2019, Reserve Bank allowed a one-time restructuring of existing debt of up to 25 crore
rupees to micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) which are facing cash crunch in the wake of
demonetisation and GST implementation.The restructuring has to be implemented by 31st of March 2020.
RBI Forms Expert Panel On MSMEs under Ex-SEBI Chief UK Sinha
e On 2ndJanuary 2019, the Reserve Bank set up an expert committee under former SEBI chairman U K
Sinha to suggest long-term solutions for the economic and financial sustainability of the MSME
sector.The eight-member committee will also examine the factors affecting the timely and adequate
availability of finance to the sector.
Bharti AXA Life uses WhatsApp to deliver policy, renewal premium
e On 02nd January 2019, private sector insurer Bharti AXA Life Insurance started delivering policies and
renewal premium receipt to customers via instant messaging platform WhatsApp as a part of its
alternative service option to the policy holders.
Bancassurance pact was signed between Syndicate Bank and SBI Life Insurance
e OnJanuary 2, 2019, Syndicate Bank and SBI Life Insurance signed a bancassurance pact aiming to offer a
comprehensive financial planning solution to its customers.
HDFC MF surpassed ICICI Prudential MF to become largest AMC in India
e OnJanuary 3, 2019, as per the latest data of Association of Mutual funds in India (AMFI), HDFC Mutual
Fund has surpassed ICICI Prudential MF to become the country’s largest asset management
company (AMC) after a gap of over two years.
Cyber frauds in Indian banking sector hiked over 50% in FY18; it is one-third of the overall amount of
frauds in India
e On December 28, 2018, according to the Reserve Bank of India’s Report on Trend and Progress of Banking
in India 2017-18, India witnessed a jump of 159 per cent to almost Rs.110 crore, from Rs.42.3 crore in
2017-18. This would address cybersecurity complaints from all regulated entities including Prepaid
Payment Instruments (PPIs) and mobile banking interfaces.
ICICI Bank, Small Business FinCredit joined hands to provide loans worth Rs. 1 crore to MSMEs for 15-year
tenure
e OnJanuary 4, 2019, ICICI Bank, in a first-of-its-kind programme, signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with Small Business FinCredit India Pvt. Ltd. (SBFC), a systemically important Non-Banking Finance
Company for entrepreneurs, to jointly provide credit worth up to Rs 1 crore to MSMEs for a tenure
of 15 years.
Regional Rural Banks-Punjab Gramin Bank, Malwa Gramin Bank and Sutlej Gramin Bank amalgamated
into a single Bank
e With the effect from 1st January 2019, the three Regional Rural Banks (RRBs) - Punjab Gramin Bank,
Malwa Gramin Bank and Sutlej Gramin Bank has been amalgamated into a single RRB by the Government.
Government Revises Interest Rate on Time Deposit Small Savings Scheme
e The Ministry of Finance, Government of India has revised the interest rates on select Time Deposit Small
Saving Scheme for the quarter ending on 31st March 2019. The Interest rates on one-year time deposit is
hiked from 6.9% to 7% whereas the interest rate on three-year time deposit has been changed from 7.2%
to 7%.
IRDAI slapped a penalty of Rs 5 lakh on United India Insurance Co
e OnJanuary 4, 2019, the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) slapped a
penalty of Rs 5 lakh on United India Insurance Co for violating norms regarding settlement of motor
claims.
UBI, Srei Equipment Finance enter pact for MSME sector finance
e The United Bank of India (UBI) and Srei Equipment Finance have entered into an agreement for financing
the Micro, Small and Medium enterprises (MSME) and agriculture sector.Under the agreement UBI plans to
leverage the co-lending model to offer credit at blended interest rate of 11-12 per cent.
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RBI limits customer liability in fraudulent PPI transactions
e On 4t January 2019, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued a notification for all authorised non-
bank Prepaid Payment Instrument (PPI) Issuers in order to limit the liability of Customers in unauthorised
electronic payment transactions in Prepaid Payment Instruments (PPIs) comprising mobile wallets,
prepaid payments cards, and paper vouchers such as Sodexo.

BUSINESS & ECONOMY

India to grow by 7.5% in 2019; Settled GST, credit flows had a positive effect
e On December 31, 2018, in its report titled ‘Growth Outlook for 2019’, Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) stated that India will remain the fastest growing major economy with GDP growth estimated to
be 7.5% in FY19.
France introduced GAFA tax on global internet,technology firms
e From 1st]January 2019, France introduced a new “GAFA tax” named after the large internet and technology
companies Google, Apple, Facebook and Amazon to ensure the global giants pay a fair share of taxes on
their massive businesses in Europe.
Minimum Support Price for 17 new items of Minor Forest Produce introduced on recommendations of
Pricing Cell, TRIFED ; Ministry of Tribal Affairs
e On December 27, 2018, the Government introduced the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for 17 items
of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) items after revising 23 items.These changes have been done under the
recommendations of the MFP Pricing Cell constituted by the Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development
Federation of India Ltd. (TRIFED).
Govt may impose anti-dumping duty on Chinese synthetic rubber
e The Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India, is mulling to impose anti-dumping duty for
18 months on a Chinese synthetic rubber ‘fluoroelastomers’ used in automobile and other industries in
order to minimize the impact of dumped imports.
India cuts duty on refined, crude palm oil from ASEAN to 40 and 45 percent respectively
e On December 31, 2018, the ministry of finance announced that the government has cut import duties
on crude and refined palm oil from Southeast Asian countries or ASEAN countries.This move was taken
under the India-ASEAN Free Trade Agreement and Malaysia under the India-Malaysia Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agreement (IMCECA).
India will not impose anti-dumping duty on coated paper imported from China, EU, US
e OnJanuary 3, 2019, after the conclusion of its anti-dumping probe, the Directorate General of Trade
Remedies (DGTR), under Commerce Ministry suggested that India will not impose anti-dumping duty
on coated paper from China, European Union and the US.The probe conducted by the DGTR.
Defence industries received Rs 1.21 cr FDI during 2014-18: Commerce Min
e OnJanuary 2, 2019, Minister of State for Commerce and Industry C R Chaudhary announced that India’s
defence sector received Rs 1.21 crore (Rs 12,146,180 ) foreign direct investment during 2014-18.
First LNG import terminal of IOC commissioned in Ennore, Tamil Nadu
e OnJanuary 2, 2019, Indian Oil Corp (10C), the nation’s biggest oil firm, announced commission of its
first Rs 5,151-crore worth Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) import terminal in Ennore, Tamil Nadu.
7 0il PSUs signed to set up centre of excellence
e OnJanuary 2,2019, lIT Bombay and 7 public sector oil companies inked a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) for setting up Centre of Excellence in Oil, Gas and Energy.
SEBI allows custodial services in commodity market, paves way for MF entry
e On IstJanuary 2019, Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), the market regulator has allowed
custodial services in the commodity derivatives market enabling participation of institutional investors,
including mutual funds, in the segment.
Govt exempts rupee payments for Iran oil from taxes
e OnJanuary 2, 2019, the finance ministry in it’s notification exempted rupee payments to the National
[ranian Oil Company (NIOC) that it gets from Indian refiners, from a withholding tax.
Vijay Mallya first person to be named ‘fugitive economic offender’, under ED’s plea
e OnJanuary 4, 2019, Vijay Mallya became the first person to be declared a ‘fugitive economic offender’
under Section 12 of the Fugitive Economic Offenders’ Act, 2018 by a special Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) Court in Mumbai.
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SoftBank renames early venture arm with focus on Asia
e On 2ndJanuary 2019, SoftBank Ventures Korea, the early-stage investment vehicle of Japanese internet
conglomerate SoftBank Group, has renamed itself SoftBank Ventures Asia and will focus on finding
artificial intelligence-related startups globally, with an emphasis on Asia.

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

Three Indian-origin women scientists awarded by Australian government under Superstar of STEM
initiative
e On December 31, 2018, three Indian-origin women scientists were among the 60 Superstars of
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) list awarded by Australian government. The 3
scientists are Onisha Patel, Devika Kamath and Asha Rao.
An Overview of ICC Awards 2018
e On 31st December 2018, India Women Cricket team Vice-captain and Left-handed opener, Smriti
Mandhana was adjudged ‘Rachael Heyhoe Flint Award for the Women's Cricketer of the Year‘ as well as
the ‘Women’s ODI Player of the Year’by the International Cricket Council (ICC).....Click here for complete
award list
National Nritya Shiromani Award 2019 for Anindita
e US-based Kathak dancer Anindita Neogy Anaam will be honoured with the National Nritya Shiromani
award for promoting the dance form across the world. This award of national repute has been given in the
past to the outstanding Indian classical dance performers and musicians of India and abroad.
Santosh Gangwar, MoSL&E, rewarded Rs. One Lakh to Mr. Siddrameshwar Siddharam Humanabade, Food
Delivery Boy
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, Minister of State for Labour and Employment, Shri Santosh Kumar Gangwar, awarded
Mr. Siddrameshwar Siddharam Humanabade, Food Delivery Boy, with Rs. Rs. 1,00,000/- (Rupees One
Lakh).
Dr. Rajan Deshpande received Shankar Vaidya Shree Award instituted by Dr. P.S. Shankar Pratishtan
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, a Dharwad-based paediatrician, Dr. Rajan Deshpande, received the 12th Shankar
Vaidya Shree Award at the 19th anniversary of the Dr. P.S. Shankar Pratishtan in Kalaburagi, Karnataka..
French World Cup champions awarded Legion of Honour
e On IstJanuary 2019, the players in France‘s football team which last year defeated Croatia to win the
World Cup were awarded the Legion of Honour, France’s highest award for “exceptional service” to the
nation, in the New Year’s honours list.
IIT professor awarded for contribution towards development of geo-spatial science
e On IstJanuary 2019, IIT Roorkee professor Jayanta Kumar Ghosh was felicitated with the National
Geospatial Award for Excellence -2017 (Life Time Achievement Award) by the Indian Society for Remote
Sensing for his contribution towards the development of geospatial science and applications.
Indian-origin Singapore student wins gold medals at World Memory Championships
e On 2nd January 2019, a 12-year-old Indian-origin student Dhruv Manoj from Singapore has bagged two
gold medals at the World Memory Championships held in Hong Kong from 20th December to
22nd December 2018.Dhruv Manoj won in the “names and faces” and “random words” disciplines, beating
56 other contestants in the “kids category”.
India’s Arunima Sinha becomes first female amputee to climb the highest peak of Antarctica - Mt Vinson
e 30 years old former National level Volleyball player turned mountaineer, Arunima Sinha became the
world’s first female amputee to climb Mount Vinson, the highest peak of Antarctica. The Padma Shree
Awardee, Arunima Sinha became the first woman amputee to climb Mount Everest in 2013.
Prof.Manoj Das received the Kabi Samrat Upendra Bhanja National Award
e On 3rdJanuary 2019, Manoj Das, an eminent English and Odia Litterateur received the “Kabi Samrat
Upendra Bhanja National Award for Lifetime Achievement” in literature during 53rd Foundation day
ceremony organized by the Berhampur University, Odisha.
15-year old Wahengbam Lamnganba Singh got selected by Indian Council for Child Welfare (ICCW) for
receiving National Bravery Award

e OnJanuary 3, 2019, 15-year-old class IXth student, Wahengbam Lamnganba Singh, of Kumbi area
in Manipur, has been selected by the Indian Council for Child Welfare (ICCW) for receiving National
Bravery Award.He will be honoured because he had saved his two and half year’s old cousin from
drowning in a pond, on May 16, 2018.
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Andhra Pradesh Minister Devineni Umamaheswar Rao receives award for Polavaram Project
e On 4t January 2019, the Water Resources Minister of Andhra Pradesh (AP), Devineni Umamaheswar
Rao received the ‘Central Board of Irrigation and Power Award-2019° for better planning and construction
of Polavaram Irrigation Project on the Godavari River.
Home Minister presented Ramnath Goenka Excellence in Journalism Awards
e On4thJanuary 2019, Home Minister Shri Rajnath singh presented the prestigious 13th Ramnath Goenka
Excellence in Journalism awards to 29 winners in 18 categories across Print, Broad cast and purely digital
to recognize the outstanding contributions of journalists in 2017 in New Delhi.You can check the list
at .
Ministry Of Skill Development And Entrepreneurship Felicitates Entrepreneurs And Individuals At
National Entrepreneurship Awards 2018
e OnJanuary 4, 2019, the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) hosted the 3rd
edition of the National Entrepreneurship Awards (NEA) at the Dr. Ambedkar International Centre,
Janpath, New Delhi .The ceremony was chaired by
Union minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Shri Anant kumar Hegde,and Shri Suresh Prabhu.
Veteran journalist Dinu Randive conferred with lifetime achievement award
e OnJanuary 6, 2019, Veteran journalist Dinu Randive was conferred with the lifetime achievement award
for his lifelong contributions in journalism, who started his journalistic career in 1956. The award was
given by the Mantralaya and Vidhimandal Vartahar Sangh.
National Awards conferred to 97 Anganwadi Workers under ICDS Scheme
e OnJanuary 7, 2019,Ministry of Women & Child Development,Union Minister Smt. Maneka Sanjay
Gandhi conferred National Awards to 97 Anganwadi Workers(AWWs) for Exceptional Achievements for
the year 2017-18, under Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS) in New Delhi.The scheme of
awarding AWWs was formulated by the government in the year 2000-2001.

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNS

Sheikh Hasina Wins Third Term as PM of Bangladesh
e On 31st December, 2018, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s alliance won Bangladesh’s election with a
thumping majority giving her a third straight term.
Sudhir Bhargava Appointed New Information Chief Commissioner
o The Government of India has appointed Sudhir Bhargava, an information commissioner in the Central
Information Commission as the new chief information commissioner. The government has also appointed
four new information commissioners.
SC judge Justice M B Lokur retired from his duties
e On December 30, 2018, the second senior-most Supreme Court judge Justice Madan B Lokur retired.He
was among the four judges who held the controversial January-12 press conference against the then Chief
Justice of India Dipak Misra over the issue of allocation of sensitive cases.
Justice T B N Radhakrishnan sworn in as Chief Justice of Telangana HC; Justice Praveen Kumar as the
acting Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh High Court
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, Justice Thottathil Bhaskaran Nair Radhakrishnan was sworn in as the Chief Justice of
the Telangana High Court. Governor Narasimhan also administered oath to Justice Praveen Kumar as the
acting Chief Justice of Andhra Pradesh High Court in Vajaywada.
VK Yadav appointed new chairman of Railway Board after Ashwani Lohani
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, VK Yadav took charge of the chairmanship of Railway Board.He succeeded Ashwani
Lohani.He was the General Manager of South-Central Railway (SCR).
Axis Bank MD & CEO Shikha Sharma retires, Amitabh Chaudhry takes charge
e On 31st December 2018, private sector lender Axis Bank Managing Director (MD) and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Shikha Sharma retired from the services of the bank and Amitabh Chaudhry will be the new
MD and CEO of the Axis bank from 1st January 2019.
Brazil elected Jair Bolsonaro as its 42nd president
e OnJanuary 2, 2019, Jair Bolsonaro was sworn in as Brazil’s 42nd president.Mr Bolsonaro, 63, won the
presidential election by a wide margin against Fernando Haddad of the left-wing Workers’ Party.
Hemant Bhargava appointed as LIC’s Acting Chairman Financial Services
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, the Department of Financial Services announced appointment of Hemant
Bhargava, Managing Director, Life Insurance Corporation of India, as the Acting Chairman.

9|Page
Follow Us - FB.com/AffairsCloudOfficialPage Copyright 2019 @ AffairsCloud.Com



http://www.facebook.com/AffairsCloudOfficialPage
http://expressindia.indianexpress.com/ramnath-goenka-foundation/winners2017.html

'_ C |OUd Current Affairs Weekly PDF

/ Learn and Lead.

P K Singh appointed Competition Commission of India secretary
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, P K Singh was appointed secretary of the Competition Commission of India (CCI).Prior
to this, he was adviser (law) to the competition watchdog.
RBL Bank appointed Pankaj Sharma as its chief operations officer
e OnJanuary 2, 2019, Private sector lender RBL Bank appointed Pankaj Sharma as its chief operations officer
(COO0).Prior to this, Sharma was heading retail operations of Axis Bank.
Justice AK Sikri nominated as Executive Chairman of NALSA by President Kovind
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, President Ram Nath Kovind nominated Justice Arjan Kumar Sikri as Executive
Chairman of National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).His appointment is effective from December 31,
2018.
Saurabh Kumar takes over as chairman of Ordnance Factory Board
e On 31st December 2018, Saurabh Kumar, a 1982-batch Indian Ordnance Factory Service officer, took over
as the Director General of Ordnance Factories (DGOF) and chairman of the Ordnance Factory Board (OFB)
following the superannuation of P.K. Shrivastava in Kolkata.
Pentagon comptroller David Norquist named acting deputy defence secretary of United States
e OnJanuary 3, 2019, Pentagon comptroller David Norquist was named acting deputy defence secretary of
United States.He has been the department’s chief financial officer and comptroller since May 2017.
Justice Asif Khosa appointed new Chief Justice of Pakistan succeeding the outgoing Justice Saqib Nisar
e OnJanuary 2, 2019, Justice Asif Saeed Khosa, the senior most judge of the Supreme Court, was appointed as
the new Chief Justice of Pakistan. He will succeed incumbent Chief Justice Saqib Nisar who will be retiring
from service on January 17, 2019.
PayU India CEO Amrish Rau joined parent company Naspers as head of financial technology
e OnJanuary 4, 2019, PayU India’s CEO Amrish Rau joined as the head of financial technology partnerships
and investments for Naspers’ fintech business. Nasper is South African parent of PayU.
Shri Chhabilendra Roul took charge as Secretary, Department of Fertilizers
e OnJanuary 3, 2019, Shri Chhabilendra Roul was appointed as the new Secretary, Department of Fertilizers,
Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, Government of India.He succeeded Smt. Bharathi S. Sihag.
Subramanian resigned from Bandhan Bank
e OnJanuary 5, 2019, Bandhan Bank announced the resignation of independent director Krishnamurthy V
Subramanian following his appointment as the chief economic advisor (CEA) to the government.He
replaced Arvind Subramanian.
Rakesh Aggarwal took over as new JIPMER director
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, Dr Rakesh Aggarwal assumed charge as the new director of Jawaharlal Institute of
Postgraduate Medical Education & Research (JIPMER), Puducherry.He succeeded Dr S Vivekanandan.
Pentagon chief of staff Kevin Sweeney resigned
e OnJanuary 6, 2019, Kevin Sweeney, the chief of staff of the US Department of Defence, resigned from his
position.He held his post for two years from January 2017.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Al tool found to hide data in image to ‘cheat’ on next task
e As per the Research of Stanford and Google, A Machine learning Agent, CycleGAN which works on Artificial
Intelligence tasked with transforming Aerial images into map was hiding information in order to cheat
later.
NASA’s New Horizons spacecraft Historic Flyby of Ultima Thule
e On 1stJanuary 2019, the American space agency NASA‘s New Horizons spacecraft performed the farthest
flyby in history as it approached the Kuiper Belt object Ultima Thule.Ultima is an object in the Kuiper
belt which is a band of frozen material that orbits the Sun more than 2 billion km (1.25bn miles) further
out than the Neptune.
Scientists develop ‘brain pacemaker’ to treat epilepsy Parkinson’s
e Scientists have developed a device named WAND which stands for “Wireless artifact-free neuromodulation
device” that works like a “Pacemaker for the brain” to monitor the brain’s electrical activity and potentially
deliver fine-tuned treatments to patients suffering from diseases like epilepsy and Parkinson’s.
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Paper Sensor to detect freshness of Milk developed by Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati
e On 01st]January 2019, scientists at Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati have developed a simple
paper kit that can test freshness of milk and tell how well it has been pasteurized.The kit is sided with
smart phone app to ensure that milk is consumed before it turns too sour.
US scientists successfully launched a telescope from Antarctica that analyses X-rays arriving from distant
neutron stars, black holes
e Scientists from Washington University of United states of America (USA) successfully launched a telescope
(X-Calibur instrument) from the McMurdo Station in Antarctica that will analyze X-rays arriving from
distant neutron stars, black holes and other exotic celestial bodies.
Cyclonic Storm ‘PABUK’ over Andaman Sea & neighbourhood
e On 5% January 2019, a warning was issued by The India Meteorological Department (IMD) that a Cyclonic
storm “PABUK” over Andaman Sea and neighbourhood is moving towards west-northwestwards with a
speed of 21 kmph.Cyclone warning for Andaman Islands is “ORANGE MESSAGE”.
China: Lunar rover named ‘Yutu-2’, lands on the far side of the moon
e OnJanuary 4, 2019, Lunar rover Yutu-2 or Jade Rabbit-2 of the Chang’e-4 spacecraft made the first-ever
soft landing on the far side of the moon. It follows a homegron Chinese Global Positioning System named
BeiDou Navigation Satellite System.

ENVIRONMENT

Tropical Storm Usman hits Philippines
e On December 29, 2018, tropical Storm Usman hit Philippines’ Bicol region in Manila.
The tropical depression brought heavy rains and triggered deadly landslides all over the country.

SPORTS

Rs 100 crore earmarked for funding of athletes under TOPS
e The Sports Authority of India Director General Neelam Kapur announced that The Sports Ministry has
earmarked Rs 100 crore for the funding of athletes under the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS) for
their preparations for 2020 Olympics.

Jasprit Bumrah becomes top wicket-taker in international cricket in 2018
e On 30th December 2018, 25 years old Indian fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah became the highest international
wicket-taker of 2018 with 78 wickets after taking 9 wickets in the 3rd Test Match against Australia held in
Melbourne Cricket Ground, Australia.
Virat Kohli equals Ganguly’s record with 11th away test win as captain
e On 30th December 2018, Indian Cricket team captain Virat Kohli equaled Former Indian Captain Sourav
Ganguly’s record with 11th away test win as a captain after defeating Australia in the 3rd Test Match held in
Melbourne, Australia.
Rishabh Pant became 1st ever Indian wicket-keeper to take 20 catches in a Test series
e On 30th December 2018, 21 years old Indian wicket-keeper Rishabh Pant became the 1st ever player to
take 20 catches in a Test series by surpassing former cricketers Naren
Tamhane and Syed Kirmani who had recorded 19 catches in 1954-55 and 1979-80 respectively.
Ishant, Shami, Bumrah breaks 34 year old record with 131 wickets in 2018
e On 30th December 2018, Indian pace trio of Ishant Sharma, Mohammed Shami and Jasprit Bumrah broke
the 34 year record of highest test wickets in a calendar year to become the most successful pace trio
with 131 wickets in 2018.
10th R R Lakshya Cup: Divyansh Panwar, Nupur Patil win
e On 31st December 2018, shooter Divyansh Singh Panwar from Rajasthan and shooter Nupur Patil from
Maharashtra have won 10th R R Lakshya Cup 2018 in senior and junior category respectively.
Dronacharya Awardee and former National Coach Prof. Sunny Thomas was the chief guest of the event.
Virat Kohli fastest to 19000 international runs, breaks Sachin’s record
e On 3rdJanuary 2019, 30 years old Indian cricket team captain, Virat Kohli beats Cricketing legend Sachin
Tendulkar’s to become the fastest batsman to score 19000 international runs on the 1st day of 4th Test
Match in Sydney against Australia.
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Rishabh Pant 1st ever Indian wicketkeeper to slam Test ton in Australia
e On4thJanuary 2019, India’s wicketkeeper Rishabh Pant became the first Indian wicketkeeper batsman to
score a century in Test against Australia on Australian soil after hitting 159 runs on the 2nd day of 4th Test
Match at Sydney, Australia.
Pujara faces 1258 balls in Australia series, breaks Dravid’s record
e 30 years old Indian Batsman, Cheteshwar Pujara has faced 1258 balls in the ongoing test series so far
against Australia to become the batsman who had faced highest deliveries in a test series in Australia
beating India’s Former Captain, Rahul Dravid’s record of 1203 balls.
Sri Lanka’s Thisara Perera slams 13 sixes, scores 140(74), breaks 22-yr-old record
e On 5% January 2019, 29 years old Sri Lanka’s Thisara Perera smashed 13 sixes against New Zealand in the
2nd ODI to break the 22 years old record of maximum sixes in an ODI innings by a Sri Lankan player. The
previous record was held by Sanath Jayasuriya who smashed 11 sixes in an innings.
Indian Footballer Rohit Danu became I-League’s youngest ever goal-scorer
e OnJanuary 5, 2019, 16-year-old Indian Footballer Rohit Danu became I-League’s youngest ever goal-scorer
while scoring a goal on the ongoing match against Aizawl FC at the Rajiv Gandhi Stadium, Aizawl, Mizoram.
Hopman Cup: Roger Federer & Belinda Bencic retain title for Switzerland
e From 29 December 2018, the Hopman Cup which is an annual international eight-team indoor hard
court mixed tennis tournament was held in Perth, Western Australia. Switzerland’s Roger
Federer and Belinda Bencic secured a victory over Germany’s Angelique Kerber and Alexander Zverev to
win the Hopman Cup for the second year in a row.
ATP World Tour tennis tournament (Maharashtra Open 2019)
e From 31st December 2018, 24th Edition of ATP World Tour Tennis tournament, Maharashtra Open -
2019 also known as Tata Open Maharashtra was held in Pune, Maharashtra and it concludes on 5% January
2019. Indian tennis pair of Rohan Bopanna and Divij Sharan defeated the United Kingdom’s Luke
Bambridge and Jonny O’Mara and clinched the ATP tour title in men’s doubles event at the Maharashtra
Open.

OBITUARY

ARPAnet lead, early internet pioneer Larry Roberts passed away at 81
e On December 26, 2018, ARPAnet head and early internet pioneer Larry Roberts died at 81.He was the
program manager for ARPAnet (precursor to the internet), and conceptualised the computer-to-computer
networks in the 1960s.
‘City on Fire’ director Ringo Lam died at 63
e On December 31, 2018, Hong Kong-born filmmaker and “City on Fire” director Ringo Lam died at 63. His
final film was “Sky on Fire”.
Veteran actor-writer Kader Khan passed away at 81
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, Veteran actor-writer Kader Khan passed away at 81 in Canada.Making his acting debut
in 1973 with Rajesh Khanna’s “Daag”, he has featured in over 300 films. He wrote dialogues for over 250
movies and was also a screenwriter.
Veteran Kannada actor CH Loknath passed away at 91
e OnJanuary 1, 2019, Veteran Kannada actor C H Loknath died at 91.His acting career spanned almost six
decades and he had acted in about 650 movies and performed in over 1,000 plays.
Bengali writer and Sahitya Akademi awardee Dibyendu Palit Passed away in Kolkata
e OnJanuary 3, 2019, renowned Bengali writer and Sahitya Akademi awardee Dibyendu Palit passed away at
79 in Kolkata.Palit was conferred the Sahitya Akademi for his novel ‘Anubhab’ in 1998.
Cricketer Sachin Tendulkar’s coach Ramakant Achrekar Passed away
e OnJanuary 3, 2019, 1990 Dronacharya awardee cricket coach Ramakant Achrekar, who coached Cricketer
Sachin Tendulkar passed away at 86 in Mumbai.

IMPORTANT DAYS

Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO day
e On IstJanuary 2018, the Defence Research and Development Organisation(DRDO) celebrated its
establishment day, the DRDO day, throughout its laboratories and facilities in the country.The DRDO has
made the country self-reliant in areas of missiles, radars, sonars and torpedoes and many other systems.
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World Braille Day celebrated on January 4
e On4thJanuary 2019, United Nations observed the first official World Braille Day remembering the birth
anniversary of Louis Braille who was the inventor of Braille for the people with visual disabilities.
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