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AffairsCloud Recommends Oliveboard Mock Test

SBI PO 2019: Take 30 Tests, 1 Free

IBPS SO (IT, Agriculture & Marketing Officer). Take Free Tests

Railways RRB JE 2019: Take 15 Tests, 1 Free
SSC CGL 2018: 50 Tests (30 TierI + 20 Tier II)

INDIAN AFFAIRS

Govt drafts five-year action plan to address drug abuse in the country

e The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has drafted a five-year action plan called the
National Action Plan for Drug Demand Reduction (2018 -2023) NAPDDR which aims to employ a
multi-pronged strategy to address the problem of drug and substance abuse in the country.

Govt re-promulgates ordinance to amend companies law

e On 12t January 2019, the Union Government has re-promulgated the Companies (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2019 which aims to amend the companies law to further improve the ease of doing
business as well as ensure better compliance levels.

Overview of Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s 2-day visit to Andaman Nicobar Command
(ANC)

e OnJanuary 13,2019, Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman embarked on her 2-day visit
to Andaman & Nicobar islands. She was received at INS Utkrosh.

Union Minister Harshvardhan launches special weather services for Kumbh Mela

e On 14t January 2019, Union Minister of Science and Technology, Earth Sciences and Environment
and Forests and Climate Change, Dr Harshvardhan launched the special weather services for the
benefit of people visiting Prayagraj during Kumbh Mela at a function in New Delhi.

“Womaniya on GeM” launched by Government e Marketplace [GeM]

e OnJanuary 14, 2019, the Commerce Ministry announced that the Government e Marketplace
[GeM] launched “Womaniya on GeM” initiative to enable women entrepreneurs and women self-
help groups [WSHGs] to sell handicrafts and handloom, accessories, etc. directly to various
Government ministries, departments and institutions.

Finance Minister and Union Minority Affairs Minister inaugurated Hunar Haat exhibitions in New
Delhi

e On 13t January 2019, The Union Minister for Finance and Corporate affairs, Shri Arun Jaitley and
Union Minister of Minority Affairs Shri Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi inaugurated the Hunar
Haat Exhibition at State Emporia Complex in New Delhi.

Gujarat becomes 1st state to implement 10% quota to EWS

¢ Gujarat Government announced to implement 10 per cent quota for Economically Weaker
sections (EWS) of general category in educational institutions and government jobs for general
category poor candidates.This quota will be implemented for every job offers or admission
process that is to start from January 14, 2019.

4th International Kite Festival and 2nd International Sweet Festival inaugurated by Vice President
Venkaiah Naidu

e OnJanuary 13,2019, Vice President Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the 4th International Kite

Festival and 2nd International Sweet Festival in Hyderabad, Telangana. This year’s theme for
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Telangana International Kite Festival was for empowerment of the girl child: ‘Educate girl child
and she will save the world'.
India’s largest startup ecosystem, measuring 1.8 lakh sq ft, inaugurated in Kerala by CM Pinarayi
Vijayan
e OnJanuary 13,2019, Kerala chief minister Pinarayi Vijayan launched country’s largest startup
ecosystem, integrated startup complex measuring 1.8 lakh sq ft. under the Kerala Startup Mission
(KSUM), at the Technology Innovation Zone (TIZ), in Kochi, Kerala.
Puducherry announced ban of Single-Use Plastic from March 1, 2019
e OnJanuary 13,2019, Chief Minister V Narayanasamy announced that production, sale and use of
single-use plastic products will be banned in the Union Territory of Puducherry from March 1,
20109.
HC forms committee to weed out invasive plant species from Western Ghats
e On 12t January 2019, The Madras High Court formed an expert committee to suggest ways and
means to remove the invasive species of the plants from the Western Ghats and rehabilitate the
forests. The invasive species of plants are the second largest cause of loss of biodiversity in the
world.
Maharashtra government committed to double farmers’ income by 2022
e OnJanuary 14, 2019, Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis reaffirmed the state
government’s commitment towards doubling farmers income by 2022.According to his
announcement,The government has approved Rs 24,000 crore worth loan waiver for the state’s
51 lakh farmers holding bank accounts.
PM Narendra Modi unveils slew of projects worth over Rs 1,550 cr in Odisha
¢ On 15th January 2019, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched a slew of Central government
projects worth over Rs.1,550 crore in Balangir district of Odisha for accelerating the state’s
development.
6th Women of India Organic Festival of WCD Ministry held in Chandigarh
e OnJanuary 12, 2019,The Ministry of Women and Child Development organised the three-
day 6th ‘Women of India Organic Festival’ in Chandigarh, to encourage the women farmers and
entrepreneurs in the organic sector from the remotest parts of India.lt Concludes on 14th
January,2019.
Pongal: Harvest festival celebrated largely in Tamil Nadu
¢ On 15th January 2019, Pongal a harvest festival started in Tamil Nadu. It is a four-day festival
according to the Tamil calendar and it is usually celebrated from January 15 to January 18.Pongal
means to boil. Pongal marks the beginning of the sun’s northward journey towards the equinox,
known as Uttarayan.
National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child Development(NIPCCD) inaugurated at Punjab
e OnJanuary 14, 2019,Minister of Women and Child Development,Smt Maneka Sanjay
Gandhi inaugurated Regional Centre of National Institute of Public Cooperation and Child
Development (NIPCCD) at Mohali,Punjab.
First Annual Disarmament and International Security Affairs Fellowship Programme inaugurated
in Delhi
e On 14th January 2019, the First Annual Disarmament and International Security Affairs
Fellowship Programme was organised by Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi. The event was
inaugurated by the United Nations Under Secretary General and High Representative for
Disarmament, Ms. [zumi Nakamitsu, and Foreign Secretary, Shri Vijay Keshav Gokhale.
2 National Level initiatives launched by DST and Prasar Bharti
¢ OnJanuary 15, 2019, Union Science & Technology Minister, Dr. Harsh
Vardhan inaugurated 2 national level initiatives DD Science and India Science in the field of
Science and Communications.These initiatives are the first step in creating a national science
channel for the country.
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Suresh Prabhu inaugurates Global Aviation Summit 2019 in Mumbai
e On 15t January 2019, the Union Minister for Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Shri Suresh
Prabhu inaugurated the Global Aviation Summit (GAS) 2019 which is being organised by Ministry
of Civil Aviation in association with Airport Authority of India (AAI) and Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) in Mumbai....
PM inaugurated spiritual circuit development project in Kerala
e On 15% January 2019, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the project “Development of
Spiritual Circuit: Sree Padmanabha Swamy Temple - Aranmula-Sabarimala” at the cost of Rs.
92.22 crores under Swadesh Darshan Scheme of Tourism Ministry in Kerala.
SC issues notice to Centre against order allowing agencies to monitor computers
e On 14t January 2019, the Supreme Court issued a notice to the Centre on a plea challenging the
government’s notification authorizing 10 central agencies to intercept, monitor and decrypt any
computer system. The ‘cyber and information security’ division of the Union Home ministry under
the authority of Home Secretary Rajiv Gauba had passed the government order under the section
69 of the IT Act.
MP CM launches Rs 50,000 cr farm loan waiver scheme
e On 15th January 2019, “Jai Kisan Rin Mukti Yojana” scheme was launched by Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shri. Kamal Nath.It is called as Rs 50,000 crore farm loan waiver scheme for
farmers. The loan waiver forms could be submitted till February 5 and farmers would start
getting the benefits from February 22.
India-Myanmar bilateral army exercise, IMBEX 2018-19 held in Chandimandir
¢ OnJanuary 14, 2019, India-Myanmar bilateral army exercise, IMBEX begun at
Chandimandir, headquarters of the Western Command in Chandigarh.It is the second edition of
the IMBEX EXERCISE.
First one- day Turtle Festival celebrated in Puri, Odisha
e OnJanuary 12,2019, Odisha celebrated its 1stone day Turtle Festival in Puri, Odisha.The festival
was organized by Cox & Kings Foundation in association with Humane Society
International /India and Action for Protection of Wild Animals (APOWA).
55-day long Kumbh Mela 2019 commenced in Uttar Pradesh
e OnJanuary 15, 2019, the 55-day long Kumbh Mela 2019 commenced with the Shahi Snan of
Akharas at Sangam- the confluence of Ganga, Yamuna and the mystical Saraswati -at Prayagraj in
Uttar Pradesh. "Chalo Kumbh Chale” was the slogan used by the devotees commencing the mela.lt
will continue till March 4, 2019.
7-Member GoM constituted under Nitin Patel for boosting the Real Estate Sector under the GST
regime
¢ OnJanuary 15,2019, the Finance Ministry announced constitution of a 7-member Group of
Ministers (GoM) under the title ‘GoM for boosting Real Estate Sector under the GST regime’.This
decision was taken under the suggestion of the 32nd Meeting of GST Council held on 10 January
2019 at New Delhi.
Global Housing Technology Challenge India launched in New Delhi to build houses
e OnJanuary 14, 2019, Shri Hardeep S. Puri, Minister of State (I/C) for Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) launched the “Global Housing Technology Challenge-India” (GHTC- India) in New
Delhi.This will be implemented under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U) Mission.
9th International Micro irrigation conference was inaugurated by Union Water Resource Minister
in Maharashtra
e OnJanuary 16, 2019, Union Water Resources Minister Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the three-day
long 9th International Micro irrigation conference at Aurangabad, Maharashtra to share
experiences the use of new technologies and best management practices in irrigation systems.The
Theme of the conference was: “Micro Irrigation and Modern Agriculture”.
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ASER 2018 by NGO Pratham: One out of every 8 students in rural India can’t read simple texts
e OnJanuary 16, 2019, as per the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2018, one out of every
four in Class 8 students of rural India is unable to read even a class 2 level texts.The report was
made after the survey conducted by an autonomous unit of education-NGO Pratham.
Cabinet Approval on January 16, 2019
Cabinet approves the following
e Regularisation of Pay Scales of below Board Level Executives in NHPC Ltd., North East Electric
Power Corporation, THDC India Ltd. and SJVN Ltd. w.e.f. 1.1.97
o Revised Cost of Estimates (RCE) for 13 new Central Universities in the States of Bihar, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir (Two), Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Orissa,
Punjab, Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu, set up under Central Universities Act, 2009
o Expenditure sanction for Integrated E-filing and Centralized Processing Centre 2.0 Project
o Recapitalisation of Export-Import Bank of India
e Setting up of crude oil pipeline from Paradip to Numaligarh and Product pipeline from
Numaligarh to Siliguri.... .
Cabinet Approval with Forelgn Countrles on ]anuary 16,2019
e Cabinet approves MoU between India and Australia on the safety in Mines, Testing and Research
Station
o Cabinet approves ex-post facto approval for Agreement on the facilitation of visa arrangements
signed between India and Maldives...........ccccceeuenee.
Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Act, 2019 officially came into
force
e OnJanuary 10, 2019, the President of India, Shri. Ram Nath Kovind gave his assent to the Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory Education (Amendment) Act, 2019. It was passed by the
Parliament on 3 January, 2019.1t has also been notified in the Gazette of India on January 16,
2019, which is when it came into force.
ISRO’s UNNATI programme inaugurated by MoS DoS Dr. Jitendra Singh in Bengaluru
e OnJanuary 17,2019, Minister of State in Department of Space Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurated the
1st batch of UNNATI programme of Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) in Bengaluru,
Karnataka.The full form of UNNATTI is: Unispace Nanosatellite Assembly and Training programme.
Eight-member Group of Ministers under Maharashtra Finance Minister Sudhir Mungantiwar
panel is formed to study uniform tax rate on lottery
e On 16t January 2019, the GST council has constituted an eight member Group of
Ministers(GoM) headed by Maharashtra State Finance Minister, Sudhir Mungantiwar to suggest
whether a uniform tax rate should be imposed on lotteries or the current differential tax rate
system be continued...Click here to Complete list of Group of Ministers (GoM).
President of India inaugurated Gandhian Resurgence Summit in Prayagraj,Uttarpradesh
¢ On 17th January 2019, honorable President of India Shri. Ramnath Nath Kovind inaugurated the
three-day Gandhian Resurgence Summit on the occasion of Father of the Nation Mahatma
Gandhi’s 150 birth anniversary at Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh.It concludes on 19t January 2019.
Commerce Minister Suresh Prabhu inaugurated the 10th edition of the India Rubber Expo - 2019
in Mumbai
¢ OnJanuary 17,2019, Union Minister for Commerce and Industry, Suresh Prabhu inaugurated
the three-day 10th India Rubber Expo - 2019 at the Bombay Exhibition Centre in Mumbai.lt
concludes on 19t January 2019.
10-day Indian Panorama Film Festival held in New Delhi
e OnJanuary 13,2019, the 10-day Indian Panorama Film Festival, that was inaugurated by
Secretary, Ministry of [&B, Shri Amit Khare, concluded at Siri Fort Auditorium II, in New Delhi. It
commenced on January 4, 2019.It was organized by: Directorate of Film Festivals, Ministry of I&B.
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2rd phase of the Web Campaign ‘SANJHI -MUJH MEIN KALAKAR’ launched by Sangeet Natak
Akademi
¢ OnJanuary 16, 2019, the National Academy of Music, Dance and Drama, Sangeet Natak Akademi
(SNA) launched the second phase of the Web Campaign ‘SANJHI -MUJH MEIN KALAKAR'’ to
document and promote direct public-participation in the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) and
diverse cultural traditions of the country.
Union Home Minister approves Task Force report on Space Technology in Border Management
e On 17t January 2019, Rajnath Singh, the Union Home Minister has approved the report of Task
Force created by Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) to identify areas for use of Space Technology in
improving Border Management.The task force was headed by the Joint Secretary Border
Management (BM) and included members from BSF, Department of Space and BM Division, MHA.
FinMin launched the ‘Know Your Budget’ series to educate people on Twitter
¢ OnJanuary 18, 2019, Finance Ministry started ‘Know Your Budget’ series to educate people on
Twitter about the importance of Union Budget and also contain definitions of various terms used
in the budget.
India and Mongolia Sign a Powerful MoU at ICMEI
e OnJan 18,2019 The Embassy of Mongolia and International Chamber of Media and Entertainment
Industry (ICMEI), India have further strengthened the relationship between India and Mongolia
by signing a MoU in the field of art and culture.
Saksham 2019 launched by Petroleum ministry in New Delhi
e OnJanuary 16,2019, the 2019 edition of ‘Saksham’, an annual high intensity one-month long
people-centric mega campaign of Petroleum Conservation Research Association (PCRA) under the
aegis of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas was launched by Shri. Rajiv Bansal, Addl Secretary
& Financial Adviser ,Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas in New Delhi.
2nd Regional Conference on “Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS)” held at Mumbai
e OnJanuary 17,2019, Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment, Department of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities organized the 2nd regional conference at Nehru Centre, Mumbai, on a
scheme titled ‘Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS)’.
Nagpur, the city of Oranges host the 214 World Orange Festival
e OnJanuary 18, 2019, the 4-day 2nd world Orange Festival commenced in Nagpur of Maharashtra,
the city of oranges, for the first time.It will conclude on 21st January,2019.For more
information:
Nashik in Maharashtra to be the site of the country’s second defence innovation hub
¢ OnJanuary 18, 2019, Union Minister of State for Defence Subhash Bhamre announced that Nashik
in Maharashtra will be the site of the country’s second defence innovation hub after Coimbatore in
Tamil Nadu.It was announced at a defence industry stakeholders meeting in Ojhar, Nashik.
UP third state to approve quota for poor among upper castes
e On 18t January 2019, Uttar Pradesh became the third state after Jharkhand and Gujarat to
approve the 10 per cent reservation for economically backward among upper castes in jobs and
educational institutions in a meeting headed by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Yogi Adityanath.
Sustainable Catchment Forest Management launched in Tripura
e On 16t January 2019, Tripura Chief Minister,Biplab Kumar Deb launched the Project for
Sustainable Catchment Forest Management(SCATFORM) at State Forest Academy Ground in
Hatipara in West Tripura.
Two Commemorative coins released to mark MGR birth anniversary
e On 17t January 2019, Tamilnadu Chief Minister K Palaniswami and Deputy Chief Minister O
Panneerselvam were released two Commemorative coins in the denomination of Rs 100 and Rs
5 to mark the 102nd Birth Anniversary of late Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.G. Ramachandran.
PM Narendra Modi inaugurates Country’s First National Museum of Indian Cinema
e On 19t January 2019,Prime Minister of India,Shri Narendra Modi launched the Country’s First
National Museum of Indian Cinema in Mumbai,Maharashtra to portray over a century-old journey
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of movies in India.It is housed in two buildings - the New Museum Building and the 19th century
historic palace Gulshan Mahal - in the Films Division campus in Mumbai.
Defence Minister inaugurated the Diffo Bridge in Arunachal Pradesh
¢ On 18th January 2019, Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated the 426
metres long Diffo Bridge over Chipu River in Lower Dibang Valley District of Arunachal Pradesh.
Border Roads Organization (BRO) has constructed the bridge along Indo-China border.
Government approves setting up of three new naval air squadrons
e On 18t January 2019,Government approved Setting up of Three Naval air Squadrons in Gujarat
and TamilNadu. This Decision is taken to enrich the Indian Navy’s Overall Strength.
25th International conference and exhibition BES EXPO 2019 held in New Delhi
e On 17t January 2019, 25t International conference and exhibition on terrestrial and satellite
broadcasting, BES EXPO 2019 was inaugurated by the Information and Broadcasting Secretary
Amit Khare and TRAI Chairman RS Sharma in New Delhi. The theme of the exhibition is “Next Gen
Broadcasting in the IT World”. The Exhibition was concluded on 19t January 2019.
Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik announced extension of free health services under BSKY
e On 17t January 2019, Odisha Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik announced the extension of free
health services under Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yojana(BSKY) to all medical colleges and hospitals of
Odisha from 1st February 2019.
Agri-Vision 2019, a conference on ‘Envisioning Agro Solutions for Smart and Sustainable
Agriculture’ at Hyderabad
e On 17t January 2019, Vice-President of India Shri Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the 2-days Agri-
Vision 2019 conference on ‘envisioning Agro-solutions for smart and Sustainable Agriculture” in
Hyderabad, Telangana. The conference was jointly organized by the Professor Jayashankar
Telangana State Agricultural University (PJTSAU), Confederation of Indian Industry
(CIT) and Cornell University, USA.
IAF AN-32 lands in Sikkim'’s first airport
e On 16t January 2019, Indian Air Force AN-32 transport aircraft landed on the Sikkim’s first
airport and one of the highest airfield of the country, Pakyong Airport.
Overview of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 3 day Visit to Gujarat
e On 17t January 2019, the 9t edition of Vibrant Gujarat Summit was inaugurated by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi at Mahatma Mandir Exhibition cum Convention
Centre in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. The three-day investors’ meet will last till 20t January 2019. The
Theme was “Shaping a new India”...............
Overview of Prime Minister’s a day long visit to Silvassa in Dadra & Nagar Haveli
e On 19t January 2019, Prime Minister Modi visited and laid foundation stone for several
development projects worth Rs 1400 crores at Silvassa in Dadra & Nagar Haveli. These projects
are linked to various aspects of connectivity, infrastructure health, education etc.
Centre to states: step up spending, auditing of District Mineral Fund
e On 18t January 2019, Centre has advised States to increase the spending under District Mining
Fund (DMF) because only 24 percent of the Rs. 23,606 crore allocated for Pradhan Mantri Khanij
Kshetra Kalyan Yojana (PMKKKY) is spent until now.
Housing, Urban Affairs Ministry to organize ‘Shehri Samridhi Utsav’ from Feb 1 to 15
e On 18t January 2019, Housing and Urban Affairs Minister, Hardeep Singh Puri announced that
Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs will organize a fortnight of events named Shehri Samridhi
Utsav from 1st February to 15t February 2019.The event is aimed at extending the outreach
of Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana -National Urban Livelihoods Mission (DAY - NULM).
Governments to induct 20%women in military police
e On]January 19, 2019, Government decided to induct 20% women in military police.This decision
is taken with motive to represent women in the armed force , they will be appointed for the first
time in Personnel Below Officer Rank, PBOR.
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Tamil Nadu Released startup and innovative policy 2018-2023
¢ OnJanuary 18, 2019,Tamil Nadu government released ‘Startup & Innovation policy 2018-2023’
with a mission to provide an innovative ecosystem for startups registered in the State and to
make Tamil Nadu a ‘Global Innovation hub for startups’ by 2023.
Nirmala Sitharaman launched Tamil Nadu defence industrial Corridor in Tiruchirappalli
e OnJan 20, 2019,Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched a series of projects as a part of
the Tamil Nadu Defence Industrial Corridor in Tiruchirappalli.This is considered mega corridor
that would link the remaining miltary manufacturing units present in South India and the second
corridor succeeding the one launched in Aligarh,Uttar Pradesh.
Indians over 65 and under 15 years of age can use Aadhaar Card to visit Nepal, Bhutan
e Aadhaar Card has been added in the valid travel documents and now Indians under 15 and over
65 age can travel to Nepal and Bhutan if they have a valid Aadhaar Card.Other India citizens
except these two age bracket are not allowed to travel with Aadhaar Card to these two
neighbouring countries.
Odisha CM hiked Rs.200 per month under Madhu Babu Pension Yojana scheme
e On]January 19, 2019,Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced in a video conference on “Ama
Gaon, Ama Bikash”a hike of Rs 200 per month in the social security pension under Madhu Babu
Pension Yojana (MBPY) with the objective of providing financial assistance to the destitute elderly
and destitute differently abled persons in the state.
UP govt to give pension of Rs 500 to destitute persons
e On]January 21, 2019, UP government announced to give a monthly pension of Rs.500,which is
Rs.100 more than earlier monthly Pension to the destitute person.This measure came
immediately after the implementation of 10 per cent reservation for economically weak in the
general category in the upcoming educational year.
Government constitutes NITI Aayog-led Committee to monitor pricing of drugs
e On 21st]January 2019, the government has formed a standing committee under NITI Aayog to
monitoring the prices of specific drugs and health products which could put an end card to the
price fixing power of National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA), a drug pricing regulator
and new committee becomes recommending body to NPPA.
Commerce Ministry invites suggestions on Baba Kalyani Group report on SEZ Policy
e On 18t January 2019, Shri Baba Kalyani, Chairman & MD, M/s. Bharat Forge Ltd led a committee
which constituted by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry to study the
existing Special Economical Zone(SEZ) policy of India and submitted its report to Union Minister
for Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation Suresh Prabhu in New Delhi.
Nitin Gadkari inaugurated first inter-state bridge in J&K
¢ OnJanuary 22, 2019, Nitin Gadkari inaugurated first inter-state 1210-meter span-bridge over
Ravi River in Keerian Gandial in Kathua district,jammu and kashmir. The bridge also called as
Keediyan-Gandiyal bridge.
4th India Steel 2019 Exhibition and Conference inaugurated in Mumbai
e On 22m January 2019, Three day 4th International Exhibition & Conference on Steel Industry, India
Steel 2019 Exhibition and Conference was organised by Ministry of Steel in association with
Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) at NSE Complex
Goregaon, Mumbai.The theme of the event is “Balancing Steel Demand & Supply Dynamics:
Building a New India”.
Assam Govt to give 10% quota to economically weaker sections in general category
e On 21st]January 2019, Assam Cabinet headed by Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has approved 10 per cent quota for the economically weaker
sections of the general category in government employment and government education institutes.
Arunachal govt declares Pakke Paga Hornbill Festival as ‘state festival’
e On 20t January 2019, Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister, Pema Khandu declared Pakke Paga
Hornbill Festival (PPHF) as the “State Festival” during a valedictory ceremony of the fourth
edition of the festival at Seijosa in East Kameng district, Arunachal Pradesh.
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Flamingo festival was celebrated in Andhra Pradesh
e Three day Flamingo Festival was celebrated in Pulicat Lake and Nellapattu in Sullurpet mandal,
Andhra Pradesh.Flamingo Festival is a 12-year-long tradition of the region.
Delhi HC approved to release Movie ‘72 Hours - Martyr Who Never Died’
e On 20th January 2019, The Delhi High Court gave it nod to release the movie '72 Hours — Martyr
Who Never died’,which is based on the life of the 1962 Sino-Indianwar hero Rifleman Jaswant
Sing Rawat who was posthumously awarded the Maha Vir Chakra for gallantry during 1962 war.
Andra pradesh government decided to give quota to the kapus community
e OnJanuary 22,2019, Andhra Pradesh government decided to give only five per cent reservation
to the economically weaker sections (EWS) under the Centre’s 10 per cent quota, setting aside the
rest to the upper caste Kapus in its capital city Amaravati.

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Swaraj on 2-day visit to Samarkand,Uzbekistan to attend first India Central Asia dialogue
e On 12thJanuary 2018, Foreign Minister, Sushma Swaraj left for a two-day visit to Uzbekistan to
attend the first ever India-Central Asia Dialogue which was held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan.On
13rd January 2019, India and the five other Central Asian countries backed an inclusive peace
process in Afghanistan that would be Afghan-owned and Afghan-led in the first ever India-Central
Asia Dialogue..............
Macedonia renamed as the Republic of Northern Macedonia
¢ OnJanuary 11, 2019,Macedonia’s parliament passed an amendment to the constitution to rename
the country as Republic of North Macedonia,on a mutual agreement with Greece to put an end to
a 27-year rivalry.The language of the country would be referred to as Macedonian and its people
known as Macedonians.
Bengaluru pipped Hyderabad to top list of world’s most dynamic cities: 6th City Momentum Index
by JLL
e OnJanuary 15, 2019, according to the 6th City Momentum Index, released by property consultant
JLL, Bengaluru has emerged as the world’s most dynamic city with a robust technology and
innovation ecosystem in place. The report is titled: JLL City Momentum: The World’s Top 20 Most
Dynamic Cities’.
Indian universities move up in global ranking with 49 institutions
e On 15t January 2019, the London-based, Times Higher Education (THE) released the Emerging
Economies University Rankings 2019 report which shows that India has improved its ranking and
secured a higher position with 49 institutions making it to the list.
14th Global Risks Report, the 2019 edition, was released by World Economic Forum Released
e OnJanuary 16,2019, the World Economic Forum released its 14t edition of annual Global Risk
Report 2019 ahead of the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting in Davos. The report’s
findings are based on the annual Global Risks Perception Survey, which asks the Forum'’s network
of business, government, civil society and thought leaders to gauge the risks facing our world.
Tourism Minister co-chairs the 7th ASEAN-India Tourism Ministers meeting at Vietnam
e On 18t January 2019, Union Tourism Minister K. J. Alphons, co-chaired the 7th Meeting of
Tourism Ministers of ASEAN-India with Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism of Viet Nam, Mr.
Nguyen Ngoc Thien. The Meeting was held in Ha Long City in Viet Nam.
India to host the 14th session of the Conference of Parties to UNCCD
e As per Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change, India will host the 14t session of
the Conference of Parties to United Nations Convention to combat Desertification (UNCCD) in
2019 to address the issues of land degradation and desertification.
Palestine took over the Chair of the Group of 77 (G-77) for 2019 from Egypt
¢ OnJanuary 15,2019, Palestine took over the chairmanship of the Group of 77 from Arab Republic
of Egypt. The decision to elect Palestine as 2019 Chair of the G77 was taken in September 2018 by
the foreign ministers of the Groups’ member States.
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Indians biggest supporters of international aid: WEF global survey
e The World Economic Forum (WEF) released a survey ahead of its annual meeting which states
that Indians are biggest supporters of international aid. 95 per cent of Indians supported the
international aid and expect India to help other nations.
4th Arab Economic and Social Development Summit Held In Beirut,Lebanon
e On 20t January 2019, the 4th Arab Economic and Social Development Summit took place
in Lebanon’s capital Beirut in which the Arab leaders have agreed a 29-item economic agenda in
addition to encouraging the safe return of Syrian refugees to their homeland. The next Arab
economic summit(5th Summit) would be held in Mauritania’s capital Nouakchott in 2023.
India signed 11 MoUs worth $9.5 million with Afghanistan
¢ India has signed 11 Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) with Afghanistan for 26 projects
worth 9.5 million dollars in the field of infrastructure, public services such as health clinics and
governance-related projects.
India among the most trusted nations globally:2019 Edelman Trust Barometer report
e On 21stJanuary 2019, the Edelman which is an independent global communications firm released
its 2019 Edelman Trust Barometer report which placed India at the second place in the informed
public category and third place in the general population category in the Trust Index.
Facebook to Set Up Institute for Al Ethics with Initial Investment of $7.5 Million
e On 20t January 2019, Social media giant Facebook announced that it will create an independent
Institute for Ethics in Artificial intelligence (Al) with an initial investment of $7.5 million over a
period of five years.

BANKING & FINANCE

Sovereign gold bonds on sale at Rs 3,214 a gram during Jan 14-18,2019

e On 12th January 2019, ministry of finance announced that a new series of sovereign gold
bonds will be available at Rs 3,214 per gram from 14th January to 18thJanuary 2019.

A discount of Rs 50 per gram will be given to the Investors who apply online for the Sovereign
Gold Bond Scheme 2018-19 - Series V.
RBI-Govt to jointly relax PCA norms for some better-off lenders

¢ OnJanuary 14, 2019, the finance ministry and the Reserve Bank of India will work towards
the prompt corrective action (PCA) framework for stressed banks.This would only be availed by
those lenders that have shown considerable improvement in addressing bad loans.

PSU banks to bring down govt equity to 52%

e OnJanuary 16, 2019, Finance Ministry asked the public sector banks to bring down the
government’s equity to at least 52 per cent in the first phase to align with the best corporate
practices.

Banks led by SBI agreed to finance Nagpur-Mumbai Samruddhi Corridor

e OnJanuary 17,2019, the Maharashtra Chief Minister’s Office in Mumbai announced that SBI along
with others banks agreed to provide finance for Nagpur-Mumbai ‘Samruddhi
Corridor’ expressway project.Among the consortium of banks, SBI will be providing the highest
amount which is Rs. 8,500 crore.

RBI injected 10,000 crore rupees into the system through the purchase of government securities

e OnJanuary 16, 2019, the Reserve Bank of India announced that it will inject 10,000 crore
rupees into the system to increase liquidity through open market operations (OMOs).

RBI eased norms for external commercial borrowings by launching new Framework

e OnJanuary 16,2019, RBI announced the New External Commercial Borrowings (ECB) Framework
to promote ease of doing business.According to the announcement, a few changes has been made.
For more information:
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RBI fined Bank of Maharashtra with 1 Crore
¢ OnJanuary 16, 2019,Reserve Bank of India (RBI),imposed a Rs 1-crore penalty on state-
owned Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) for non-compliance of Know Your Customer (KYC)guidelines
and fraud-classification norms.
Government of India and JICA signs Loan Agreements in New Delhi
e On 18t January 2019, Dr. C.S.Mohapatra, Additional Secretary, Department of Economic
affairs, Government of India and Mr. Katsuo Matsumoto, Chief Representative, Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) signed the Loan Agreement under Japan'’s Official Development
Assistance Loan Program in New Delhi.
HDFC Standard Life Insurance renamed
e OnJanuary 16,2019, HDFC Standard Life Insurance renamed itself to HDFC Life Insurance.
Group insolvency: UK Sinha-headed working group to suggest suitable framework
e Former Chairman of Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI), U.K. Sinha will head an 11-
member working group constituted by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy board of India (IBBI) to
study the concept of ‘Group Insolvency’ and suggest a suitable framework.
Nepal ‘s Central bank announces to ban the use of Indian rupee notes above 100
e OnJanuary 20, 2019,Nepal’s central bank has banned the use of Indian currency notes of Rs
2,000, Rs 500 and Rs 200 denominations, a move that could affect Indian tourists visiting the
Himalayan nation where Indian currency is widely used.
IBBI organised Insolvency and Bankruptcy Awareness Programme at Gujarat
¢ OnJanuary 19, 2019,The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India(IBBI) organised an
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Awareness Programme at Vadodara, Gujarat.

BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Trishna Gas Project of ONGC in Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary approved by National Wildlife Board
e OnJanuary 12,2019, the National Wildlife Board after receiving recommendations from the
state Wildlife Board, approved extraction of natural gas from Trishna Wildlife Sanctuary by state-
owned ONGC Tripura Asset.Under the project, 10-12 gas bearing wells had been discovered
by ONGC Tripura Asset.
Consumer retail inflation fell 18-month-low to 2.19% in December 2018
e OnJanuary 14, 2019, according to an official release by Central Statistics Office (CSO), citing
cooling food and fuel prices as the reasons, it stated that wholesale and retail inflation reduced to
a multi month low with CPI falling to an 18-month low in December,2018. India’s
headline inflation rate based on the consumer price index (combined) reduced to an 18-month
low of 2.19% in December, down from 2.33% in November, 2018.
India to buy $5 billion oil, gas from US & spend $18 billion in defence
e On 16thJanuary 2019, India has decided to purchase $5 billion worth of oil and gas from the US
per annum and $18 billion worth for defence equipment. India-US bilateral trade has increased
from $119 billion to $140 billion in past two years.
SEBI issues draft norms for commodity indices
e On 16th January 2019, Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) issued drafts norm for
commodity indices allowing trading in commodity-index-based futures.Earlier only individual
commodity futures and options on it were allowed.
Only contracts that are compliant with certain conditions would be allowed to be part of the
indices.
SEBI issued norms for mutual fund investments in derivatives
¢ OnJanuary 16, 2019, Markets regulator SEBI allowed mutual fund schemes (except Index Funds
and ETFs) to write call options only under a covered call strategy for constituent stocks of Nifty
50 and Sensex indices.
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GDP growth likely to be tad higher at 7.5% in FY20: India Ratings and Research
e On 17th January 2019, a Fitch group company India ratings and research estimated that India’s
GDP growth to be a “tad higher” at 7.5% in financial year 2019-20. Earlier it was 7.2% during
fiscal year 2018-19.
BHEL and LIBCOIN to Build India’s First Lithium Ion Giga Factory
e On 18t January 2019, Government announced that Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited
(BHEL) and Libcoin are in dialogue to form a world class consortium to initially build the
first lithium Ion battery plant in India. The Initial capacity of the plant will be 1GWh and it will be
scaled up to 30 GWh in due course.
Centre to make Euro 6 mandatory for initial launch from April 1, 2020
e On 18t January 2019 Government has taken decision to make Euro 6 Emission standards
necessary for the initial launch of vehicles from 1 April 2020. Union Minister for
Transport Nitin Gadkari made the announcement while addressing Symposium of International
Automotive Technology 2019 in Pune.
Outbreak Readiness and Business impact released by WEF
e The World Economic Forum released “The Outbreak Readiness and Business impact white
paper” in collaboration with the Harvard Global Health Institute. As per report, the Pandemics will
cause annual economic losses of 0.7 per cent of global GDP.
Dell Launches India’s First PolicyHack for Teachers
e OnJanuary 18 2019, Dell, as a part of its three-city PolicyHack series, hosted an interactive
hackathon, where teachers focused on their learning journey in New Delhi. Dell has ALSO
partnered with the UNESCO, Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable
Development (MGIEP) and Ignus.
India to knock Down UK In Largest Economy Rankings:PwC
¢ On January 20, 2019,According to British consultancy multinational PwC,India surpassed the UK
in the 2019 rankings of world’s largest economies to become the World’s Fifth Largest
Economy.GDP growth of India in 2019 is 7.6 per cent whereas 1.6 per cent for the UK, and 1.7 per
cent for France.
India up one place on global talent competitiveness ranking at 80t : INSEAD
e On 21stJanuary 2019, INSEAD business school in partnership with Tata
Communications and Adecco Group released the 6t edition of Global Talent Competitive Index
(GTCI) 2019 which stated that India has moved up one position to rank 80th on the Global Talent
Competitive Index 2019 ranking. Switzerland in the index.
Omega Healthcare inks MoU with IIIT-Bangalore
e OnJanuary 21, 2019,0mega Healthcare Management Services signed a pact with IIIT-Bangalore
for advanced use of latest technology in providing healthcare solutions.
States’ fiscal deficit to breach target, may go up to 3.2% in FY20: India Ratings
e According to a report released by India Rating, India’s fiscal deficit may go up to 3.2 per cent in
Financial Year 2020 due to populist schemes like farm loan waivers and other financial support
schemes which may be announced before the forthcoming general elections.

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

First-ever Philip Kotler Presidential award entitled to PM Narendra Modi
e OnJanuary 14, 2019,The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, received the first-ever Philip Kotler
Presidential award, in New Delhi.The Award focuses on the triple P’s of the Nation: People, Profit
and Planet.
Detained Chinese lawyer Yu Wensheng wins Franco-German human rights award
e On 14t January 2019, detained Chinese lawyer, Mr Yu Wensheng who is best known for suing the
Beijing government over the city’s once chronic pollution, granted a human rights award by
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the French and German ambassadors to China at an event organised by the German embassy in
Beijing.
Mukesh Ambani in Top Global Thinkers List of Foreign Policy
e Chairman and Managing Director of Reliance Industries, Mukesh Ambani who is also the Richest
Indian, has been featured in the Top “Global Thinkers 2019”ranking released by the
prestigious Foreign Policy publishing.
Hindu Literary Prize 2018 Winner list announced at The Hindu Lit for Life 2019
¢ OnJanuary 15th 2019, during the Hindu Lit for Life event 2019 the Hindu Literary Prize 2018 was
announced to honour writers who have spent their lifetime mining the human spirit through their
words and ideas.....Click here of Winners under different categories
India’s Satyarup Siddhanta became World’s Youngest Mountaineer to climb 7 Peaks, 7 Volcano
Summits
e OnJanuary 16, 2019, software engineer and mountaineer Satyarup Siddhanta, hailing from
Haridevpur in South Kolkata, became the first Indian and youngest man to climb the seven highest
peaks and volcanic summits across all continents.This feat was attained after he conquered
Antartica’s highest point, Mount Sidley.
WHO Goodwill ambassador Yohei Sasakawa received Gandhi Peace Prize for 2018
e OnJanuary 17,2019, Yohei Sasakawa was named to receive Gandhi Peace Prize for 2018,who
is the Goodwill Ambassador of the World Health Organization for Leprosy Elimination.The award
will be given to Yohei Sasakawa in recognition of his work towards the eradication of the disease
in India and across the world.
India born, Dr. Rattan Lal honoured with 2019 Japan Prize for his contributions in “Biological
Production, Ecology”
¢ OnJanuary 16, 2019, the Japan Prize Foundation announced India born professor Dr. Rattan
Lal as the recipient of the 2019 Japan Prize in the field of “Biological Production, Ecology”.Dr.
Yoshio Okamoto was announced to be the recipient of the 2019 Japan Prize on of “Materials and
Production” field.
Indian athlete Vinesh Phogat to be nominated in Laureus World Comeback of Year Award
¢ OnJanuary 18, 2019, Indian female wrestler Vinesh Phogat, who hails from Haryana, became the
first Indian athlete to receive a nomination in the prestigious Laureus World Comeback of the
Year Award in Monaco, France on the 18th of February 2019.
Mary Kom named event ambassador of 2019 Tata Mumbai Marathon
e OnJanuary 3, 2019, Six-time women'’s world boxing champion and Olympic medallist M C Mary
Kom was named as the event ambassador for the 16t Tata Mumbai Marathon which will be held
in January 20, 2019.
Haryana announces Shaurya Award for Students
e On 16t January 2019, Chief Minister of Haryana, Shri Manohar Lal Khattar announced “Shaurya
Award” to students in the name of 71 state police force martyrs who laid down their lives while
maintaining law and order and protecting society since the formation of state in 1966.
Indian-American Gurinder Singh Khalsa,presented with the prestigious Rosa Park Trailblazer
award
e On 19t January 2019,An Indian-American philanthropist and entrepreneur, Gurinder Singh
Khalsa(45), has been presented with the prestigious Rosa Park Trailblazer award for his
campaign that forced US authorities change their policy towards headgear of the Sikh community.
UNESCO names Rio de Janeiro as World Capital of Architecture for 2020
e On 18t January 2019, The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) named Rio de Janeiro, a city in Brazil as the World Capital of Architecture for 2020.Rio
de Janeiro becomes the first city to receive the title under a program launched by UNESCO and
International Union of Architects (UIA) after defeating Paris and Melborne.
Aparna kumar First female IPS to reach the south pole
e OnJanuary 20, 2019,Aparna kumar, 2002 batch IPS officer of Uttar Pradesh is the first serving
officer to finish this daunting challenge.
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Bharat Ratna CNR Rao chosen for Sheikh Saud International Prize for Materials Research

e On 19th January 2019,Centre for Advanced Materials of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) chose
Eminent Scientist and Bharat Ratna recipient CNR Rao for the first Sheikh Saud International
Prize for Materials Research on 25t February 2019 during the international Workshop on
Advanced Materials at Ras Al Khairmain, UAE.

BJP MP Anurag Thakur honoured with Sansad Ratna Award

e On 19t January 2019,BJP MP Anurag Thakur honoured with Jury Committee Special award at the
10th Edition of Sansad Ratna Awards ceremony organised by city-based Prime Point Foundation
in Chennai.The total of 11 Parliamentarians was awarded and it is presented by TamilNadu
Governor Banwarilal Purohit.

Ranjani Murali wins “Woman’s Voice Award at AKLF 2019”

e On 20t January 2019, US Based Indian poet Ranjani Murali was awarded with the “Woman’s
Voice Award” with Apeejay Kolkata Literary Festival (AKLF),Kolkatta,WestBengal. Objective of
this award function to recognize and encourage creative writing by women in India.

Vice President of India Presents Chhatra Viswakarma and Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY)
Awards

e On 21stJanuary 2019, the Vice president of India Shri M Venkaiah Naidu presented the 2nd
Chhatra Viswakarma Award to Students and their mentors and Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana
Yojana (SAGY) awards to institution at an event organized by All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) at New Delhi.The theme of 2nd Chhatra Viswakarma
Award was ‘Empowerment of villages through technologies’ whereas the theme of Sansad Adarsh
Gram Yojana was “Developed Village - Developed Nations”.

Kohlj,a first player to win all three top ICC awards in single year-ICC Awards 2018

e On 22m January 2019, 30-year-old Indian Cricket Team Captain, Virat Kohli became the first
player to bag all top three ICC Awards in a single year. He won the Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for
ICC Cricketer of the Year, the ICC Men’s Test Player of the Year and the ICC Men’s ODI Player of the
year for his performance in 2018.

TN bull taming event enters world record

e OnJanuary 20 2019,A grand “Jallikattu” (bull-taming) event held in Pudukottai ,Tamilnadu and
this event entered the world record for the maximum number of bulls released into the sport
arena.

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNS

Dr. T.C.A Anant takes Oath as Member, UPSC
e OnJanuary 14, 2019, Dr. T.C.A Anant, former Chief Statistician of India & Secretary, Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation, took the Oath of Office and Secrecy as Member, Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC) .0Oath was administered by Shri Arvind Saxena, Chairman,
UPSC.
Deepak Maheshwari has taken charge as chief credit officer (CCO) at Axis Bank
e On 11t January 2019, Deepak Maheshwari, the retired HDFC Bank executive and former Federal
Bank board member took charge as chief credit officer (CCO) at Axis Bank as part of an ongoing
reshuffle undertaken by new CEO Amitabh Chaudhry.
Ananth Narayanan steps down as Myntra-Jabong CEO
e On 14th January 2019, Ananth Narayanan, the chief executive officer of Myntra and Jabong, a unit
of Walmart-owned Flipkart, quit the company to pursue external opportunities. Ananth
Narayanan is expected to join as the chief executive officer of video streaming service Hotstar.
ICICI Bank appointed B Sriram, Rama Bijapurkar as independent directors
e OnJanuary 14, 2019, private sector ICICI Bank appointed former SBI Managing Director B
Sriram on its board as independent director for 5 years.Besides him, ICICI also appointed
management consultant Rama Bijapurkar as independent director.
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Accenture CEO Pierre Nanterme steps down from the post
¢ OnJanuary 11, 2019,Accenture,a Dublin based consultant firm’s CEO Pierre Nanterme steps down
from his post due to his health issues. Financial Officer of the company David Rowland was
named interimCEO.
Former ESPN-Star Sports CEO Manu Sawhney appointed ICC’s chief executive:
¢ OnJanuary 15, 2019,The International Cricket Council (ICC) appointed former ESPN star sports
CEO and former chairman of Singapore based sport hub Manu Sawhney as its new chief executive
officer, replacing David Richardson.David Richardson, will step down after the World Cup that is
to be held in England.
India’s 1st CWG Boxing Gold-Medallist Mohammed Ali Qamar appointed as Women Team'’s
youngest Coach
e OnJanuary 15,2019, the Boxing Federation of India (BFI) appointed India’s first Commonwealth
Games gold medalist in boxing, Mohammed Ali Qamar, as chief coach for the country’s women
pugilists.i. The 38-year old became the youngest ever to be appointed in the position.He replaced
veteran Shiv Singh.
President Kovind approved elevation of Justice Sanjiv Khanna, Justice Dinesh Maheshwari to
Supreme Court
¢ OnJanuary 16, 2019, President Ram Nath Kovind approved the elevation of Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice Dinesh Maheshwari to the Supreme Court. The elevation was done under the
recommendations of the Supreme Court collegium headed by Chief Justice of India Justice Ranjan
Gogoi.
President appoints senior advocate Sanjay Jain as Additional Solicitor General in Supreme court
¢ OnJanuary 16, 2019,President Ram Nath Kovind appointed senior advocate Sanjay Jain as
Additional Solicitor General of India for the Supreme Court. Additional Solicitor General,
appointed under Law Officers Act 1987, is the third largest law officer of the Central Government.
Prabhat Singh appointed DG in NHRC
e On 17t January 2019, the Department of Personnel & Training, Government of India has
appointed Senior [PS Officer Prabhat Singh as Director General (Investigation) in the National
Human Rights Commission.
“Poetic Justice”Asif Khosa takes oath as 26th Chief Justice of Pakistan
e On 18t January 2019, Justice Asif Saeed Khosa who is known for his habit of citing works of
literature in his judgements took oath as the 26th Chief Justice of Pakistan in a ceremony held at
the President’s House, Islamabad.
Lingappa Narayana Swamy appointed Karnataka HC acting Chief Justice
e On 17t ]January 2019, the President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind under Article 223 of the
Constitution appointed Justice Lingappa Narayana Swamy as the Acting Chief Justice of
the Karnataka High Court.
RBI approves appointment of V.Vaidyanathan as MD, CEO of IDFC First Bank
e On 17t January 2019, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) approved the appointment of V Vaidyanathan
as MD and CEO of IDFC First Bank for a period of three years. The Tenure of V Vaidyanathan
started from 19th December 2019.V Vaidyanathan is the founder and chairman of Capital First.
Sweden, Prime Minister Stefan Lofven has been elected for a second term
e On 18t January 2019, Sweden ended a four-month political vacuum when lawmakers elected 61
years old Swedish Social Democratic Party’s leader Stefan Lofven as the Prime Minister of Sweden
for a second term.
Aqeel Ahmed: new chairman of council of Leather Exports
¢ OnJanuary 18,2019,the Council for Leather Exports (CLE) has appointed Ageel Ahmed as its new
chairperson.The council also announced Sanjay Leekha as its new vice chairman.
Andry Rajoelina New President of Madagascar
e OnJanuary 19, 2019,Madagascar president, Andry Rajoelina, has sworn into office after taking
the oath in Antananarivo before nine judges of the High Constitutional Court.He Succeeds Hery
Rajaonarimampianina.

14| Page
Follow Us - FB.com/AffairsCloudOfficialPage Copyright 2019 @ AffairsCloud.Com



http://www.facebook.com/AffairsCloudOfficialPage

'_ C |OUd Current Affairs Weekly PDF

/ Learn and Lead.

Shri Jha was appointed Member of Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC)

e On 21stJanuary 2019, Shri Indu Shekhar Jha was appointed the member of Central Electricity
Regulatory Commission (CERC) and Shri Lalchharlian Pachuau was appointed as a member
of Joint Electricity Regulation Commission for Manipur and Mizoram by Power Ministry.

Flipkart promotes Rishi Vasudev to head Myntra-Jabong’s fashion & lifestyle categories

e Walmart backed E-Commerce giant Flipkart promoted its Fashion department head Rishi
Vasudev to head Myntra - Jabong’s Fashion and lifestyle categories as an additional
responsibility.Rishi Vasudev will report to Flipkart CEO Kalyan Krishnamurthy.

Congo’s court upholds election victory of Felix Tshisekedi

e On 20t January 2019, the Constitutional court of Democratic Republic of Congo confirmed the
President’s election victory of Felix Tshisekedi of UDPS party making path for the first peaceful,
democratic transfer of Power since Congo’s Independence in 1960.He Succeeds the Outgoing
President Joseph Kabila.

ACQUISITIONS & MERGERS

Softbank to acquire 40% stake in FirstCry for $400 mn: Report
e The Tokyo Headquartered investment giant, SoftBank has decided to invest $400 million for
over 40 per cent stake in BrainBees Solutions, which owns and operates omni-channel baby and
mother care product retailer FirstCry.
Amazon-Witzig bid to acquire Aditya Birla’s retail store
On January 18, 2019,Competition commission of India approved Amazon and Witzig Advisory
services deal to acquire Aditya Birla. According to CCI's approval,Amazon acquired 49% of the shares
and Witzig got 51% of shares in Aditya Birla.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

ROADEO: robot inducted by Chennai Traffic Police for traffic management
e OnJanuary 14, 2019, the Chennai Traffic Police introduced a road safety robot named ROADEO, to
help in traffic management and assist citizens. With this, Chennai became the second city
after Mumbai to induct robots in traffic management.
Albumin better indicator of diabetes: study by scientists of NCL, Pune
¢ OnJanuary 14, 2019, scientists at the National Chemical Laboratory, Pune suggested that albumin
can be a better indicator of diabetesi. This can be achieved based on measurements of levels of
free albumin and albumin attached to glucose molecules in the blood.
SpaceX-CRS-16 Dragon craft departed from the International Space Station
e OnJanuary 13,2019,The SpaceX-CRS-16 Dragon cargo craft departed from the International
Space Station and making a remark as the first night splashdown and recovered theDragon
vehicle.SpaceX-CRS-16 Dragon transported more than 2,500 kilograms (5,600 pounds) of cargo to
the space station and orbited Earth for five weeks.
IOHR launched world’s first television channel for human rights in London
e OnJanuary 16, 2019, world’s first television channel dedicated to human rights was launched
in London by the International Observatory of Human Rights (IOHR). It would be a web-based
channel would bring human rights issues to audiences in over 20 countries across Europe, Latin
America and the Middle East.
Japan launches Epsilon-4 rocket with 7 satellites
e On 18t January 2019, Japan launched the Epsilon - 4 rocket carrying 7 satellites including world’s
first artificial meteor shower blasted into space from the Uchinoura space centre by the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA).
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Indian Navy inducted two Fast Interceptor Craft (FIC) into its fleet at Nagapattinam
¢ OnJanuary 18, 2019, the Indian Navy inducted two Fast Interceptor Craft (FIC) at Nagapattinam,
Tamil Nadu, to boost coastal security. The vessels were acquired for Sagar Prahari Bal, a unit of
the Navy.
First in India:HAL-built light combat helicopter completes air-to-air weapon trials
e On 17t January 2019,Light combat helicopter (LCH),has successfully carried out air-to-air missile
firing on a moving aerial target at the integrated test range in Chandipur on Odisha coast.This LCH
is first in the country,which is designed and developed by Rotary Wing Research & Design Centre
(RWRDC),Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).
ISRO to launch two unmanned space missions
e On 18t January 2019,ISRO announced that two unmanned space missions to be launched in the
year 2020 and 2021.Country’s first manned space flight Gaganyaan will send three humans into
space for seven days by December 2021,which will carry humanoids not animals.
US spy satellite launched into orbit from California
¢ On]January 19, 2019, A powerful Delta 4 Heavy rocket carrying a U.S. spy satellite lifted off from
California.This was the second attempt after the launch was postponed because of a
communication problem between the control center and the launch site.
TRAI releases Tele-density data of India
e On 18t January 2019, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has released the Tele-
density data of India which stated that the total number of mobile phone subscribers in India
was 1,031.28 million during the month November, 2018. The overall Tele-density in India climbed
to 91.21% at the end of Nov-18.
Microsoft launches e-platform under Project ReWeave to help Handloom weavers
¢ OnJanuary 20, 2019, Microsoft India has launched a new e-commerce platform re-weave.in for
handloom weavers under its Project ReWeave.This e-commerce platform will help connect
artisans to buyers directly, enabling them to expand to newer customers and markets.
Maharashtra armed with triple-drug therapy to fight elephantiasis
¢ OnJanuary 21, 2019,Maharashtrain collaboration with World Health Organization (WHO)-
recommended triple-drug therapy for lymphatic filariasis in Nagpur.Actor Swapnil Joshi is
assigned as brand ambassador for this project.

ENVIRONMENT

Garbage dumps leading to shift in food habits of wild animals: study

e OnJanuary 14, 2019, a research team including scientists from School of Life Sciences, Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU), Asian Adventures and Nature Science Initiative stated that dumps are
resulting in a shift in food habits of birds and wild animals.

Antarctica ice melts 6 times faster than 40 years ago:

e OnJanuary 14, 2019,American and Dutch scientists found that yearly ice mass loss in Antarctica
increased six times more in the past 40 years.The increase in Antarctic snow accumulation that
began 10,000 years ago is adding enough ice to the continent through the increased losses from
its thinning glaciers.

Death of George the tree snail marked the first extinction of 2019

e On 15t January 2019, death of 14-year-old Hawaiian tree snail named George marked the first
extinction of 2019. He was last known member of his species. He belonged to “Achatinella
apexfulva” species.

2018, the sixth warmest year in India and fourth warmest globally

e OnJanuary 16, 2019, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) in its report titled ‘Climate of
India during 2018’ announced that 2018 was the sixth warmest year in India since 1901 and total
of 1,428 people died due to extreme weather events in 2018 alone. It was the fourth
warmest year globally on record.
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Volcano erupts on Kuchinoerabu island of Japan
e On 17t January 2019, A Volcano was erupted on Mount Shindake on Kuchinoerabu island
is 1,000km southwest of the capital, Tokyo of Japan which spewed ash and smoke up to 6000
metres into the air.
Small Woodbrown butterfly rediscovered in Sikkim after 120 years
e OnJanuary 16, 2019, butterfly researchers of Sikkim rediscovered the Small Woodbrown
butterfly species from Bakhim in Khanchendzonga National Park after a span of 120 long years.
Two new species of moss rose discovered in south India
e OnJanuary 16, 2019, The two new species named Portulaca badamica and Portulaca
lakshminarasimhaniana were discovered from Badami hills in Bagalkot district of Karnataka.

SPORTS

Shakil Ahmed set world record in achieving 1 lakh meters in 10 hours in Indoor rowing
¢ OnJanuary 13,2019, Asian Cup gold medallist Shakil Ahmed set a world record in indoor rowing
by completing 1,00,000 (one lakh) metres in 10hours, in above-40 years category, at Salt Lake
Stadium in Kolkata.
Pakistan skipper Sarfaraz Ahmed's record goes past MS Dhoni, Adam Gilchrist, to become the
wicket-keeper with most catches
e OnJanuary 14, 2019, Pakistan skipper Sarfaraz Ahmed set a world record to become the wicket-
keeper captain with the most number of catches in a match while playing a match against South
Africa in the Third Test at the Wanderers Stadium in Johannesburg.
Bengaluru Raptors win Premier Badminton League title
e On 13thJanuary 2019, the Bengaluru Raptors beat Mumbai Rockets by 4-3 in the final of
the Premier Badminton League (PBL) 2019 at the Kanteerava Indoor Stadium in Bengaluru to win
their maiden title. Click award winners of the League..
Stephen Constantine resign as coach of Indian football team
e On 14th January 2019, Indian Football team’s Head Coach, Stephen Constantine resigned from his
post following the exit of Indian team from the AFC Asian Cup 2019. AFC Asian Football Cup,
organized by Asian Football Confederation is being held in the United Arab
Emirates from 5th January 2019 to 1st January 2019.
Andy Murray announces tennis retirement
e On 11t January 2019, British tennis player and former World No. 1, Andy Murray, because of his
right hip injury, announced to retire from the game after this year’s Wimbledon if he can keep
playing beyond this month’s Australian Open.
1st National EMRS National Sports Meet, 2019 held at Hyderabad
e On 14th January 2019, Shri Jaswantsinh Sumanbhai Bhabhor Minister of State for Tribal Affairs
launched the 1st National Level Sports Meet for the students of Eklavya Model Residential Schools
(EMRS) at G.M.C Balayogi Stadium, Gachibowli, Hyderabad.The Minister also launched an
app ‘EMRS Sports Meet’ dedicated on the occasion.
Chennai’s Gukesh Crowned India’s Youngest Grandmaster
¢ OnJanuary 15t 2019, a 12 year old Tamil Nadu boy D Gukesh became the youngest Grand master
in India and second in the world. He achieved this feat by beating D K Sharma at 17th Delhi
International Open Chess tournament in Delhi.D Gukesh became India’s 59th Grand Master.
Arsenal goalkeeper Petr Cech announced retirement
e OnJanuary 16, 2019, Arsenal goalkeeper Petr Cech announced his retirement after having a
career spanning 20 years in football. He has a record 202 clean sheets in his 15 seasons in the
Premier League since joining Chelsea in 2004 from French club Rennes.
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Karlovic becomes oldest man in 40 yrs to win an Aus Open match
e On 15t January 2019, Croatian tennis player, Ivo Karlovic became the oldest man to win a match
at the Australian Open at the age of 40 years as he defeated Poland’s Hubert Hurkacz, a man 18
years his junior, to reach the second round.
Stephen Constantine steps down as coach of Indian football tea
e OnJanuary 15, 2019,Stephen Constantine steps down as the head coach of the Indian Football
team following the team’s exit from 2019 AFC (Asian Football Confederation) Asian
Cup. India faced failure against Bahrain at the Sharjah Stadium.
India 1st away team to win bilateral series in all formats in Australia
e On 18t January 2019, India defeated Australia in the third ODI at Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG) to win the ODI series by 2-1 and became the first Visiting team which lead by Virat Kohli to
win bilateral series across the three formats against Australia in its own soil.
Rani to lead Indian women’s hockey team for Spain tour
e On 18th January 2019, the Hockey India announced that striker Rani Rampal will lead the 18-
member Indian women'’s team for the season opener tournament in Spain starting 26
January 2019 and goalkeeper Savita was appointed as the vice-captain.
Indian Cricketer Wasim Jaffer became the 1st Asian to slam 2 first-class double tons after turning
40
e OnJanuary 17,2019, the highest run-getter in the Ranji Trophy history, Wasim Jaffer from
Mumbai, became the first Indian and the first Asian batsman to score two double centuries after
turning 40 in first-class cricket.
Saurashtra record highest successful chase in Ranji Trophy history
e Saurashtra has created history by successfully chasing a target of 372 runs in the second quarter
final against Uttar Pradesh in the ongoing Ranji Trophy 2018-19 at Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee International Cricket Stadium in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.
Khelo India Youth Games: Hosts Maharashtra finish top with 228 medals
e On 20t January 2019, the Khelo India Youth Games concluded at the Shiv Chhatrapati Sports
Complex, Balewadi in Pune with the host Maharashtra leading the medals table by winning a
mammoth 85 gold, 62 silver and 81 bronze for a total of 228 medals in the Games. Haryana stood
at second place.
Women'’s National Boxing Championships: Lovlina wins gold medal, Manisha settles for silver
e On 6% January 2019, World Championship bronze medallist Assam’s Lovlina Borgohain claimed
the gold medal while Haryana boxer Manisha Moun had to settle with silver at the Women’s
National Boxing Championships held at the JSW Sports’ Inspire Institute of Sports, Vijayanagara,
Karnataka.
Ankita Raina wins ITF’s tournament in Singapore
e On 20t January 2019, India’s Ankita Raina won the International Tennis Federation’s (ITF)
25,000-dollar Women'’s tournament in Singapore by defeating top seed and world number
122 Arantxa Rus of the Netherlands, by 6-3, 6-2.
ICC announces men’s Test and ODI Teams of the Year
e On 22m January 2019, the International Cricket Council (ICC) announced the Men’s Test and ODI
teams of the year with Virat Kohli as the Captain of both teams following his brilliant performance
in 2018 as a Batsman as well as a Captain.

OBITUARY

Former Ranji cricketer Rajesh Ghodge passed away at 47
e OnJanuary 13, 2019, Former Goa Ranji player Rajesh Ghodge passed away at 47 while playing at
the Margao Cricket Club tournament.
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1956 Olympian footballer Zulfigar passed away at 83
e OnJanuary 13,2019, Former India and 1956 Olympian footballer, Mohammed
Zulfigaruddin, passed away at 83 in Hyderabad.He also represented India in the 1958 Tokyo
Asian Games and the Merdeka Cup in Malaysia.
Malayalam Director Lenin Rajendran passed away at 67
¢ OnJanuary 14, 2019, Malayalam director and screenwriter Lenin Rajendran passed away at 67.He
was a five-time recipient of the Kerala State Film Awards and also received the International
Federation of Film Critics Award for the best Malayalam film for his ‘Makaramanju’ screened at
the 2010 IFFK.
Fields Medal-Winning Mathematician Sir Michael Atiyah passed away
e OnJanuary 14, 2019, 1966 Fields Medal-Winning Mathematician Sir Michael Atiyah passed away.
He was best known for his contribution to a branch of mathematics called topological K-
theory and the Atiyah-Singer index theorem.
Former Maharashtra Minister Shivajirao Deshmukh dies
e On 14th January 2019, 83 year old Shivajirao Deshmukh, former chairman of the state legislative
council and senior Congress leader died follwing long illnesses while under treatment at Mumbai,
Maharashtra.His last rites to be performed at Shirala on 15th January.
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP)Vishnu Hari Dalmia passed away
e OnJanuary 16, 2019,Vishnu Hari Dalmia, one of the major leaders of the Ram
Janmabhoomi protest along with Ashok Singhal and Acharya Giriraj Kishore passed away in New
Delhi.
Vanguard Group Founder John C. Bogle passed away
e On]January 16, 2019,John C. Bogle, who founded the Vanguard Group of Investment Companies in
1974 and built it into a giant kingdom, with $4.9 trillion in assets under management,died at the
age of 89.
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Mary Oliver dies at 83
e On 17t January 2019, Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Mary Oliver died at her residence in Hobe
Sound, Florida due to a disease caused lymphoma at the age of 83.
INLD MLA Jaswinder Sandhu passes away in Haryana
e On 19t January 2019, Indian National Lok Dal (INLD)’s senior leader and MLA Jasvinder Singh
Sandhu passed away after Suffering from Cancer at the age of 63 in Haryana.
Eminent neurologist Jagjit Singh Chopra died
¢ OnJanuary 19, 2019,Padma Bhushan neurologist Jagjit Singh Chopra has died at the age of 84. He
was the founder of the department of neurology at PGIMER, Chandigarh.
World'’s oldest man dies in Japan aged 113
e On 20t January 2019, World’s oldest man Masazo Nonaka died due to natural causes in
the Japan’s northern most island of Hokkaido at the age of 113.
Siddaganga mutt seer Sri Shivakumara Swamiji passed away
e On 21st]January 2019,Siddaganga mutt seer Sri Shivakumara Swamiji, popularly known as
“Nadedaduva Devaru” (Walking God) passed away in Tumakuru,Karnataka at the age of 111.
CIA officer who inspired Oscar-winning film Argo died at the age of 78
e OnJanuary 20, 2019, Former CIA agent Tony Mendez, who inspired the Oscar-winning
film “Argo”, has died at the age of 78 due to Parkinson’s Disease in Frederick, Maryland.

BOOKS & AUTHORS

Vice President of India launched the book ‘Universal Brotherhood Through Yoga”
e OnJanuary 21, 2019,Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu launched the book ‘Universal Brotherhood
Through Yoga’ in New Delhi.The book is compiled by Bharatiya Sanskrit Pitham.
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IMPORTANT DAYS

Armed Forces Veterans Day - Jan 14
e OnJanuary 14, 2019, The Armed Force is celebrated the Veterans Day to honour the legends of
the Army, Navy and Air Force. The main celebration in Delhi will take place at the New
Delhi. Minister of State(Defence) Dr Subhash Bhambre inaugurated the main event. This Day is
commemorated in the memory of first Indian Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces Field
Marshal K M Cariappa becoming a veteran in 1953.
January 15, 2019 celebrated as 71st Army Day
¢ OnJanuary 15,2019, an annual parade was held at the Carriappa Parade Ground in New Delhi to
celebrate the 71st anniversary of the Indian Army Day.January 15 is celebrated as the Indian
Army Day to commemorate our soldiers for their bravery and sacrifice.
Manipur, Meghalaya, Tripura celebrating statehood day
e OnJanuary 21, 2019,Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura are celebrating their statehood day.It is
their 47th statehood day. In Meghalaya, a week-long programme on the theme, ‘Celebrating
Meghalaya-India’, on the occasion of the 47th Statehood Day and the 70th Republic Day began on
Monday in different districts.

AffairsCloud Recommends Oliveboard Mock Test

SBI PO 2019: Take 30 Tests, 1 Free

IBPS SO (IT, Agriculture & Marketing Officer). Take Free Tests

Railways RRB JE 2019: Take 15 Tests, 1 Free
SSC CGL 2018: 50 Tests (30 TierI + 20 Tier II)

Good Luck with Your Exams!!!
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