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INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Overview of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Visit to Surat 
On 30th January 2019, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi visited Surat and Dandi in Gujarat, 
where he dedicated National Salt Satyagraha Memorial in Dandi to the nation. Read full detail of 
his visit here: https://www.affairscloud.com/p-ms-visit-to-surat/ 

Government approves 4 lakh houses under PMA Y(U) 
Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry approves construction of 4 lakh houses under the 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban). lt makes the total numbers ofhouses to about 71.5 lakh. 

Implementation models under the Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
The Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) proposes three models through which the states 
can implement the scheme. The models are insurance model, trust-based model and hybrid 
model. 

India's unemployment rate hit 4 decade high of 6.1 %in 2017-18 
As per National Sample Survey Office's (NSSO's) periodic labour force survey (PLFS), India's 
unemployment rate hit a 45 year high of 6.1 % in 2017-18. lt is the first comprehensive survey on 
employment conducted by a government agency after demonetization. 

Government renames DIPP as Department for promotion Oflndustry and Internai Trade 
Centre has renamed the Department of  Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) as Department of 
promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT). DPIIT will work under the aegis of Ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. 

BESAFE's 3rd Annual Conference on 'Measurable impacts ofbehavioral based safety 
implementation in Indian Industry' beid in New Delhi 

BESAFE's 3rd annual conference on Measurable impacts of Behavioural Based Safety 
Implementation in Indian Industry was held at the PHD Chambers of Commerce, New Delhi. 

Uni on Minister Prakash Javadekar inaugurates new campus of National Museum Institute at 
Noida 

Union Minister for Human Resource Development, Prakash Javadekar inaugurated new Campus 
of the National Museum Institute in Noida. 

Punjab govt gave approval for 'Smart Village Campaign' worth of Rs 385 crores 
Punjab government approved a rural development scheme, "Smart Village Campaign" worth Rs 
384.40 crore to build village infrastructure and provide essential amenities. 

Interim Budget 2019 Highlights 
Union Finance Minister Piyush Goyal presented an Interim Budget for 2019 in Parliament on 
February l 2019. India to become a USD 5-trillion economy in the next five years and aspires to 
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become a USD 10-trillion economy in the next 8 years. Read full details 
here: https;//www,affairscloud,com/interim-budget-2019-high]jghts/ 

Horticulture crops production at 314.67 million tonnes in 2018-19; higher than past S yrs' 
average 

As per the 2017-18 (Final) and 2018-19 (1st Advance estimate) of Area and Production of 
Horticulture Crops released by The Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare, 
there has been a record production of Horticulture crops in 2017-18 reaching 311.7 Million 
Tonnes. 

DAC approves indigenous construction of 6 submarines worth Rs 40000 cr 
The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) chaired by Defence Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman 
approved the indigenous constrnction of 6 Project 75 (India) submarines under the strategic 
Partnership model attheeost of Rs 40,000 crore. 

International conference on 8th century sage held to mark 50 years of India-Bhutan ties 
To mark the 50-years of formalization of diplomatic ties between India and Bhutan,a two-day 
international conference on 8th century Himalayan sage Guru Padmasambhava was heldin New 
Delhi. 

Goa CM Manohar Parrikar presents Goa Annual Budget 2019-20 
Chief Minister of Goa, Shri Manohar Parrikar who also holds the Finance portfolio presented the 
annual budget of Goa for 2019-20 in the Assembly. The annual budget increase from 17,123.28 
crore in 2018-19 to 19548.69 crore in 2019-20 with an increase of 14.16% over previous year. 

Overview of South African President Cyril Ramaphosa's 2 day visit to India 
President of South Africa, Cyril Ramaphosa, was on his first State visit to India on 25-26 January 
2019. He was the Chief Guest of India's 70th Republic Day Parade.Read full details of his visit here: 
htt;ps://www.affairscloud.com/overview-of-south-african-president-cyril-ramaphosas-2-day-
visit-to-india/ 

Government sets up committee to explore prepaid payments by discoms to generator companies 
A committee containing chairmen of distribution companies ofTamil Nadu and Maharashtra, 
representatives from Power Ministry and Power associations was set up under the Central 
Electricity Authority (CEA) to explore the prepaid payments by state electricity distribution 
companies to power plants. 

2nd phase of welfare pension scheme, Pasupu-Kumkuma initiated 
2nd Phase of Pasupu-Kumkuma (Turmeric-Kumkum) scheme and welfare pensions was launched 
by Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri Chandrababu Naidu. 94 Lakh DWCRA (Development of 
Women and Children in Rural Areas) women will be given Rs 10000 in three installments under 
the Pasupu-Kumkuma scheme. 

Indus River Dolphin declared as Punjab's State aquatic animal 
Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh, declared one of the rarest mammal, Indus River 
Dolphin, which is only found in Beas River as Punjab State Aquatic Animal. 

Sikkim and Microsoft inked an agreement for digital learning 
In order to improve the education system Microsoft signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Sikkim government. 

2019 International Spice Conference 2019 heldin Hyderabad 
The fourth edition of International Spice Conference was held in Hyderabad, which is considered 
as the platform for all husiness houses, the spice associations, the policy makers, the farmers and 
the users, to connect and interact. 

Defence Ministry approves procurement of 73,000 assault rifles from US 
Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman approved the procurement of around 73000 Sig Sauer rifles 
from United States of America under fast track procurement mode. The procured rifles will 
replace INSAS rifles. 
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PM inaugurated Railway electrification Andal-Saintbia-Pakur-Malda and Khana-Saintbia Sections 
in West Bengal 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated Railway eleetrifieation of 294-km long Andal-
Sainthia-Pakur-Malda and Khana-Sainthia seetions in West Bengal. 

Piyusb Goyal publicized tbe IEA's "Tbe Future ofRail" report 
Minister of Railways and Coal, Shri Piyush Goyal publicized the International Energy Agency's 
(IEA) areport named "The Future of Rail" report, whieh analy z ed the current and future 
importanee of rail around the world. 

Jbarkhand Intemational Film Festival (JIFF) beid in Rancbi 
The 2nd Jharkhand International Film Festival UIFF), organized by an NGO, Navbharat Nirman 
Sangh, was held in Ranehi, Jharkhand. 

"ICT Academy Bridge 2019" conference beid in Tamil Nadu 
Minister of Information and Teehnology, Dr.Manikandan, has inaugurated the 3 7th edition of "ICT 
Aeademy Bridge 2019" eonferenee, whieh was heldin Tamil Nadu. 

Overview of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's A Day Long Visit To Jammu And Kasbmir 
On 3rd February 2019, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi visited J ammu and Kashmir where he 
inaugurated various developmental projeets in the area of health, edueation and infrastrueture. 
Read full details of his visit here: https://www.affairscloud.eom/overview-of-prime-minister-
narendra-modis-a-day-long-visit-to-jammu-and-kashmir l 

Businesswomen launcbed 1.38 lakh projects under PMEGP scbeme 
Women entrepreneurs have set up around 1.38 lakhs MSME (Miero, small and Medium 
Enterprises) projeets under Prime Minister's Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) 
seheme sinee ineeption and upto 23rd January, 2019. 

Assam tops tbe ranking of "best budgetary praetiees followed by states" 
As per the survey eondueted by Transparency International, Assam tops in the ranking of best 
praetiees followed by states in budget formulation. lt is the only state to publish a citizen's budget 
in the puhiie domain and also to eonduet budget awareness eampaign aeross 17 distriets. 

Sopan 2019, Festival for young artists beid in New Delbi 
The 6-day long musie and danee festival, Sopan 2019, toeneourage young artists to take up 
traditional art, took plaee in New Delhi. 

Kala gboda festival 2019 was beid in Mumbai 
The Kala ghoda festival-KAGF, India's largest multi-eultural street festival begins in Mumbai to 
eelebrate it's 20 years of art and culture through cinema, theatre, danee,literature and seulpture. 

Odisba launcbed Kalia scbolarsbip scbeme to hoost education for farmers cbildren 
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik, launehed seholarship seheme named "KALIA Chhatravritti 
Yojana", for the ehildren of farmers, who are the beneficiaries of, Krushak Assistanee for 
Livelihood and Ineome Augmentation (KALIA) seheme. 

Bbubaneswar bosted tbe 12tb Regional Standards Conclave 
12th Regional Standards Conclave, an onlooker on industry, was heldin Bhubaneswar (Odisha). 
Experts shared their views on the importanee of Standards for Global trade, with foeus on Odisha. 

Kerala, first Indian state to set up a price monitoring and researcb unit (PMRU) 
Kerala beeame the first state to set up watehdog, "priee monitoring and researeh unit (PMRU)", to 
traek violation of priees of essential drugs and medieal <leviees. 

National Foundation for Communal Harmony organized a special worksbop under Know My India 
Programme beid in Bengaluru 

On the lines of Know My India Programme, the National Foundation for Communal Harmony 
(NFCH), organized a special workshop for 42 Youth in the age group of 15 to 22 years, who has 
suffered eommunal violenee. 

325 cbildren rescued under "Operation Smile" in Hyderabad 
325 ehildren including 11 girls have been rescued in Hyderabad under "Operation Smile" which 
was launehed on 1st January 2019. 

 
3 I P a g e

 



Current Affairs Weekly PDF 

6.23 Crore free LPG connections issued under PMUY 
Oil Marketing companies (OMC) have released 6.23 crore free LPG connections to BPL (below 
poverty line) households, under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), aeross the country. 

Government notifies Rules to allow women to work in mines 
Ministry ofUnion Lahour and Employment has allowed women to work in mines, hoth in 
opencast and underground, during the day and night, as part of the efforts to huild more 
opportunities for women. This decision has heen taken, in line with the recommendations of the 
section 12 committee constituted under Mines act, 1952. 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation launched Shehri Samridhi Utsav 
Shehri Samridhi Utsav, an initiative of Ministry of Housing & Urhan Affairs (MoHUA) has heen 
initiated in New Delhi, with aim to extend the reach of  Deendayal Antyodaya Mission - National 
Urhan Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NULM). 

MoU in the field of coal mining and clean coal technologies was signed between India and Poiand 
Coal Ministry of India signed MoU with Ministry of Energy, Repuhlic of Poiand in-order to foster 
relations in the field of coal mining and clean coal technologies. 

6th meeting of Mission Steering Group of National Health Missi on was heldin New Delhi 
Ashwini Kumar Chouhey, Minister of State for Health and F amily Welfare chaired the 6th meeting 
of the Mission Steering Group of the National Health Mission (NHM) in New Delhi. 

5-Member Committee to Promote Dairy Farming was set up by Punjab to Boost Farmers Income 
Punjah government headed hy Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh decided to constitute a 5 
memher, high-powered committee to prepare a comprehensive action plan for hoosting the dairy 
sector with the aim of supplementing the income of farmers ina  result-oriented manner. 

World heritage centre tobe set up at Mayapur in West Bengal 
International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON) has decided to set up a "World Heritage 
Centre" housing "spiritual camps" of 45 countries, at its headquarter, Mayapur in Nadia district of 
West Bengal. The camp of each country would reflect its culture, dress, lifestyle, food and 
amhiance. 

Words Count Festival 2019 was heldin Pune 
Second edition of World Count festival 2019 was heldin Pune, Maharashtra, with an aim to hring 
together speakers from several socio-political spheres and share their insights on various issues. 

Pune hosted the First State Level Awareness Programme on Agriculture Export Policy 
First State Level Awareness Programme on Agriculture Export Policy to create awareness among 
farmers and stakeholders was held in Pune, Maharashtra. 

67th Annual Armed Forces Medical Conference is being organized by AFMC, Pune 
The Armed Forces Medical College (AFMC), Pune organized the 67th Annual Armed Forces 
Medical Conference which is the largest gathering and the only multi-specialty conference of its 
kind in the country. 

Overview of Official Visit OfMonaco's Prince Albert II To India 
Prince Alhert II of Monaco made his first Official 2 days Visit to India along with a high level 
delegation on 4-5 Fehruary 2019 to review the hilateral relations hetween India and Monaco. In 
this regard, India-Monaco Business Forum was hosted in New Delhi. Read full details of his visit 
here: httJ;>s://www.affairscloud.com/overview-of-official-visit-of-monacos-prince-alhert-ii-to-
india/ 

Government launched Pre-Departure Orientation Training programme for Migrant workers 
A Pre-Departure Orientation Training (PDOT) programmehas heen launched hy Government to 
orient potential migrant workers with regard to culture, language, do's and don'ts in the 
emigration process and safety measures. 

AYUSH Minister inaugurated Conference ofState AYUSH Ministers in New Delhi 
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister for petroleum and natural gas, inaugurated the 2019 
Asia LPG summit in New Delhi. lt was organized hy the major Indian oil marketing companies 
(OMCs) in collahoration with World LPG Association(WLPGA). 
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"Darwaza Band - Part 2" campaign was launched by Swatch Bharat Mission Grameen 
The "Darwaza Band- Part 2" eampaign was launehed by Swaehh Bharat Mission Grameen, which 
focuses on sustaining the open defeeation free status of villages aeross the eountry. 

Schemes for Socio-economic development instigated by National Minorities Dev. and Finance 
Corp 

The National Minority Development and Finanee Corporation exeeuted diverse sehemes for the 
socio-eeonomic development of the 'baekward seetions' amidst the notified minorities. They are 
executed by State Channelizing Agendes. 

Maharashtra govt constituted a committee to review welfare schemes for tribals 
The Maharashtra government has formed a 17-member eommittee, for the revision of various 
sehemes, implemented, to suggest measures to ensure that ehildren in tribal regions were not 
deprived of edueation. 

Boeing 747-200 -Air India's first ever Flight Simulator was exhibited in Nehru Science Centre, 
Mumbai 

Air India's First ever Flight Simulator known as 'Boeing 747-200' was exhibited in Nehru Scienee 
Centre, Mumbai. The Simulator was aequired by Air India in 1980, whieh is designed and 
manufaetured by the CAE (Canadian Aviation Eleetronies ), Canada. 

Parmanu Teeb 2019 was beid in New Delhi 
Ministry of External Affairs and Department of Atomie Energy (DAE) organised Parmanu Teeh 
2019 in New Delhi to <liseuss the issues related to Nuclear Energy and Radiation Teehnologies. 

Zero Fatality Corridor is launched by Delhi Government to reduce Road Accidents 
Delhi Government launehed "Zero Fatality Corridor" projeet under its annual road safety aetion 
plan to reduee the number of road aecidents on the outer ring road streteh between Burari and 
Bhalaswa Chowk. 

7th edition of Kolhapur International film festival inaugurated in Kolhapur, Maharashtra 
The 7th edition of Kolhapur International film festivalin Kolhapur, Maharastra.It is eight day 
festival,in which Veteran aetress Rohini Hattangadi is ehief guest at the inaugural funetion. 

Indian Coast Guard and AAI signed MoU for maritime search and rescue Operations in Port Blair 
Indian Coast Guard(ICG) and Airport Authority of India (AAI) signed a MoU with an objeetive to 
eoordinate the aeronautieal and maritime Seareh And Reseue(SAR) operations in eongruenee with 
the International Aeronautieal Maritime Seareh And Reseue(IAMSAR) standards. 

INTERNATIO NAL AFF AIRS 

US pulls out of Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces treaty with Russia 
The United States of Ameriea pulls out of Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forees treaty with Russia. 
The treatywas on the elimination of their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles. 

Indian Online Companies positioned 11th in the ranking of overseas expansion 
Stripe, a San Franciseo-based online payment proeessing firm, that analyses eompanies that do 
husiness online, released the survey for the 2019. The firm has plaeed Indian online eompanies on 
the 11th position for its extensive growth and overseas expansion. 

Observer Research Foundation listed as India's highest ranked think tank 
Think tanks and Civil Societies Programme by Lauder Institute has declared Observer Research 
Foundation (ORF) as India's top think tank under "Best New Idea or Paradigm developed by 
Think tank eategory". 

Singapore named as most liveable for Asian expats 
As per ECA international survey, Singapore eomes out as the most Iiveahle loeation for Asian 
expatriates for the 14th year from the list of 480 loeation. 

Siamese Fighting Fish become the National Aquatic Animal ofThailand 
Thailand named the tiny,eye-eatehing ,eolourful fin plumaged Siamese fighting fish as its aquatie 
animal with a aim to hoost the eonservation and breeding of the same. 

 
S l  P a g e  

 



Current Affairs Weekly PDF 

Macedonia inked agreement to join NATO Military Alliance 
Macedonia signed an aceord, to become the 30th member of the NATO military allianee. 

lndia ranked 36th on 7th lnternational IP lndex 
US Chambers of Commerce released the annual lnternational IP lndex of top 50 eeonomies in the 
world. As per the ranking, lndia climbed 8 positions to 36th rank in eomparison tolast year's 44th 
rank. 

BANKING & FINANCE 

Ujjivan Small Finance Bank launches Kisan Suvidha loan product for small and marginai farmers 
The 'Kisan Suvidha loan' for small and marginal farmers launehed by Ujjivan Small Finanee Bank. 
The seheme will attempt to reaeh the bottom of the pyramid with produets and serviees. 

RBi Lifted up the restrictions on Boi, Bank of Maharashtra, Oriental Bank of Commerce 
The Reserve Bank of lndia eased out the operational eurbs on three banks, Bank of lndia 
(Bol),Bank of Maharashtra (BoM) and Oriental Bank of Commerce (OBC) and also allowed them to 
have a exit from the Prompt Correetive Aetion ( PCA) framework fully. 

Government sets up committee to explore prepaid payments by discoms to generator companies 
On reeommendation of Cabinet Seeretary P K Sinha, the government eonstituted a eommittee 
under the Central Eleetricity Authority (CEA) to explore prepaid payments by state eleetricity 
distribution eompanies to power plants. 

Pallavan Grama Bank and Pandyan Grama Bank merged to form TN Grama Bank 
Under the sponsorship of lndian Bank, two regional rural bank- Pallavan Grama Bank and 
Pandyan Grama Bank will be amalgamated to form a single RRB i.e. Tamil Nadu Grama Bank in 
Tamil Nadu. The eonsolidation will be effeetive from April 1, 2019. 

RBi penalized a total of Rs.5.2 Crore on A,ds Bank, UCO Bank and Syndicate Bank for violation of 
norms 

Axis Bank, UCO Bank and Syndieate Bank are penalized with Rs 2.2 erore, Rs 2 erore and Rs 1 
erore respeetively by RBi Bank for violating the guidelines in regulatory eomplianee. 

IBA issued advisory to waive off various charges for Kisan Credit Card 
lndian Banking Association (IBA) has reeommended banks to exempt farmers from proeessing, 
documentation, inspeetion, ledger folio eharge and various serviee eharges for Kisan Credit Card 
loans upto Rs. 3 Lakhs. 

Fiscal Deficit of April-December raised to 112% of FY19 budget target 
lndia's fiseal deficit has touehed 112% of the FYl  9 Budget target of Rs. 6.24 lakh erore during the 
period of 9 months from April to Deeember 2018. lt is the gap between ineome and expenditure of 
the government. 

lndia's export growth may diminish to 7.3% in FY19 
As per a statement released by Government, lndia's export may slow down to 7.3% in 2018-19 
from earlier growth rate of 9.8% of 2017-18 due to poor growth oftraditional exports like gems 
and jewellary, marine, farm and engineering. 

6th Bi-Monthly Monetary Policy Released By Reserve Bank Of lndia (RBi) 
Reserve Bank of lndia(RBI)'s six-member monetary poliey eommittee ehaired by RBi Governor 
Shaktikanta Das released its 6th Bi-Monthly Monetary Poliey.This is the First Bi-Monthly Poliey 
for Shaktikanta Das after he took eharge as the RBi Governor. RBi had redueed 0.25 basis points in 
the Policy Rates with immediate effeet. 
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY 

Israel Aerospace industries announces agreement worth $93 million with Indian Navy Cochin 
Shipyard 

An agreement was signed between Israel and Aerospace Industries, Indian Navy and Cochin 
Shipyard for providing N aval Medium Range Surface to air missile systems to India. 

FMCG sector to clock double digit growth 
As per Nielsen study the Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) industry is likely to grow between 
11 % and 12% in 2019 which isa  little lower than 13.8% in 2018. 

Govt lowers import duty on parts and components of electric vehicles to 10-15% 
The Govemment redueed the import duty on parts and components of electric vehicles to 10-15 
per cent from 15-30 per cent in order to promote domestic assembling of electric vehicles. The 
new rates will come into effect from 30th January 2019. 

Government revises GDP growth rate to 7.2% for 2017-18 from 6. 7% estimated earlier 
The Central Statistieal Office (CSO), Ministry of  Statistics and Programme implementation has 
revised the GDP (Gross Domestic Product) Growth forecast to 7.2% from earlier estimate of 6.7%. 

Mizoram govt bans import of pigs and piglets 
The Mizoram Govemment issued an order to ban the import of pigs and piglets, because there is 
a possibility of outbreak of Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS). 

FDI trimmed by 11 % to $22.66 billion during April-September 2018-19 
According to commerce and industry ministry <lata Foreign direct investment (FDI) into India has 
<leelined 11 % to $22.66 billion during April-September period of the current fiscal. Singapore was 
the largest source of FDI during April-September 2018-19. 

NBHC releases kharif crop estimates for the year 2018-19 
National Bulk Handling Corporation (NBHC), released Kharif Crop estimation for the year 2018-
2019, stating, pulses production projection tobe dropped to 9.10 million tonnes. 

Government forecasted 7.5 per cent GDP growth in FY20 
Finance ministry expected the GDP growth to reach 7.5 per cent in 2019-20 from 7.2 per cent 
projected for the current fiscal. 

Centre to constitute working group toresolve startup's angel tax issue 
Government is all set to form a small working group to observe the matter of angel tax, as profiled 
by startups. An angel investor isa person who invests his money as capital for business start-up in 
exchange for an ownership stake in the company. 

INSTEX: Iran Trade Promotion Plan 
In order to save Iran from the US (United States) sanctions, Project INSTEX (Instrument in 
Support of Trade Exercises) was launched by the govemments of United Kingdom, France and 
Germany. 

New set of E-commerce Policy rules comes into effect 
The new E-commerce Policy has comes into effect which was notified in December 2018 by 
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internai Trade (DPIIT) headed by the ministry of 
Commerce and Industry. 

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS 

Republic Day Parade: Gorkha Brigade wins best marching contingent award 
Gorkha Brigade received the best marching contingent trophy of the Republic Day parade 
whereas, the CRPF won the best marching contingent prize for the para-military forces. 

Health Minister Confers Award of Appreciation to Rajiv Nath of AIMED for his Contribution to 
Global Puhiie Healthcare 

Rajiv Nath was conferred with prestigious Award of Appreciation by Ashwini Kumar Choubey, 
Honourable Minister of State for Health & F amily Welfare for his contribution to the Global Public 
Healthcare sector in New Delhi. 
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Manus Isiand refugee Behrouz Boochani won Australian Iiterary prize 
Manus Isiand 's refugee Behrouz Boochani 's debut book "No Friends But the Mountains" won 
both the 25,000 dollars non-fiction prize at the Victorian premier's literary awards and the 
100,000 dollars Victorian prize for literature, in Australia. 

Uniphore Software Systems conferred with Aegis Graham Bell Award 2019 
Uniphore Software Systems received the Aegis Graham Bell Award under "Innovation in Data 
Science" for its flagship product auMina. 

P.S.Krishnan received K. Veeramani Award for Social Justice in 2018 
P.S. Krishnan, former Secretary of Government of India, was entitled with K.Veeramani Award for 
Social Justice 2018 in New Delhi. 

President of India presented Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards 2017 
Sangeet NatakAkademi Awards for 2017 was presented by President Ram Nath Kovind to 42 
artists ina  ceremony heldin New Delhi. It is the highest Indian recognition given to practicing 
artists. Read full news here: https://www.affairscloud.com/president-of-india-presents-sangeet-
natak-akademi-awards-2017 / 

SBI UK chief conferred with "Freedom of the City of London" 
The State Bank of India' s UK chief Shri Sanjiv Chadha has been honoured with the 'Freedom of the 
City Of London' by city of London Corporation for enhancing hilateral relations. 

Ernestand Young announced the finalists for 'Entrepreneur ofthe Year 2018' awards 
The global professional serviees organization, released alist of 16 country's 'most exceptional' 
entrepreneurs as finalists for the '20th Entrepreneur of the Year India 2018' award, where Azim 
Premji, Chairman of Wipro Ltd will be felicitated with the Lifetime Achievement Award. 

MSME to honour NFDC for promotion of SC/ST entrepreneurs 
National Film Development Corporation (NFDC) has been named a winner under the 'miniratna' 
category by the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises. 

Chennai Police Commissioner launches mobile app Digicop 
Chennai Police Commissioner A.K. Viswanathan and actor Vijay Sethupathi have launched the 
mobile app "DigiCop", of Chennai's police department. 

France's highest civilian honor is conferred to 92 years Oid Bengal Priest Father Francois 
Laborde 

Father Francois Laborde, a 92-year-old priest, has been awarded the Legion d'Honneur, the 
highest civilian award of France, to recognize his work for specially-abled children in Howrah. 

APPOINTMENTS & RESIGNS 

Vice Admiral MS Pawar, AVSM, VSM Assurnes Charge as Deputy Chief of The N aval Staff 
Vice Admiral MS Pawar, AVSM, VSM took charge as the Deputy Chief of the N aval Staff. He is an 
awardee ofHerbert Lott Prize and the Vishist Seva Medal in 2010 and the Ati Vishist Seva Medal 
in 2016. 

Punit Goenka re-elected as new BARC India chairman 
Punit Goenka, managing director and CEO, Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd has been re-elected 
the new chairman of TV viewership measurement company, BARC India. 

Lt Gen Rajeev Chopra takes over as NCC Director General 
Lt Gen Rajeev Chopra took charge as the Director General of NCC (DGNCC) in New Delhi .He has 
been awarded Ati Vishisht Seva Medal for his distinguished service in January 2018. 

Vice Admiral Ajit Kumar took charge as Western Naval Command chief 
Vice Admiral Ajit Kumar P, PVSM, AVSM, VSM took charge as the Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief of the Western Naval Command in Mumba. He is an awardee ofVishisht Seva Medal in 2006, 
the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal in 2014 and Param Vishist Seva Medal in 2019 by the President of  
India. 
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P C Mohanan and J V Meenakshi resigned from National Statistieal Commission 
The two non-governmental members of National Statistieal Commission P C Mohanan and J V 
Meenakshi quit over 'disagreements' with the government on the release of jobs <lata. 

ICICI Bank saeks Chanda Kochhar 
ICICI Bank decided to terminate the eontraet of former Managing Direetor and CEO Chanda 
Koehhar. A panel lead by B.N Srikrishna found that she violated the bank eode of eonduet. 

Sanjiv Ranjan appointed as the Ambassador of India to the Republic of Colombia 
Ministry of External Affairs appointed 1993 bateh Indian Foreign Serviee (IFS) Offieer Sanjiv 
Ranjan who is current Ambassador to Argentina as the new Ambassador to the Republie of 
Colombia. 

Yes Bank senior group president Pralay Mondal resigns 
Yes Bank Senior group President and head of retail and husiness banking, Pralay Mondal resigned 
from his post. He will servehis notiee till 31st Mareh 2019. 

Rishi Kumar Shukla has been appointed as the new director ofthe Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) 

Government has designated Rishi K Shukla, former Madhya Pradesh DGP, as the new direetor of  
the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) for a fixed tenure of two years. 

Ajai Kumar named as interim CEO of YES Bank 
RBI has approved the appointment of Ajai Kumaras the interim CEO ofYES Bank, who has 
undergone several resignations and appointments in top leadership level. 

EU parliament appointed Juan Guaido as Venezuelan interim President 
European Parliament has appointed Juan Guaido as interim President ofVenezuela, highlighting 
the international erisis and the pressure of publie against President Nicolas Maduro. 

B.S.Mubarak became Ambassador of India to the Republic of Honduras 
B.S. Mubarak, an Indian Foreign Serviee offieer of  2001 bateh, has been appointed as the 
ambassador of India to the Republie of Honduras. 

Dinesh Bhatia appointed as the Ambassador of India to the Republic of Argentina 
Shri Dinesh Bhatia, an Indian Foreign Serviee offieer of 1992 bateh has been appointed as the 
Ambassador of India to the Republie of Argentina. 

P V Bharathi designated as the CEO of Corporation Bank 
Former exeeutive direetor of Canara Bank, P V Bharathi assumed eharge as Chief Executive Offieer 
(CEO), Corporation Bank, Mangalore. 

Former mayor Nayib Bukele to become the new President of EI Salvador 
Former mayor Nayib Bukele won EI Salvador's presidential eleetion. He will assurne the ehair of 
President on J une l ,2019. 

Nilambar Acharya designated as Nepal's envoy to India 
Nilambar Aeharya, Nepal's former law minister, was appointed as Nepal's ambassador to India. 

Air India CMD Pradeep Singh Kharola named as Civil Aviation secretary 
1985 bateh IAS offieer of the Karnataka eadre, Pradeep Singh Kharola has been designated as the 
new civil aviation seeretary. 

Rahul J ain named as the new General Manager ofICF 
Former Assistant General Manager at Western Railway, Rahul J ain took eharge as the General 
Manager of Integral Coaeh Faetory. 

DPIIT Secretary, Ramesh Abhishek got additional charge of Civil Aviation Ministry 
Ramesh Abhishek, seeretary of the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internai Trade 
(DPIIT) has been given the additional eharge as Seeretary of the Civil Aviation Ministry. 

Chennai Police Commissioner launches mobile app Digicop 
Chennai Police Commissioner A.K. Viswanathan and actor Vijay Sethupathi have launehed the 
mobile app "DigiCop", of Chennai's police department. 
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France's highest civilian honour is conferred to 92 years Oid Bengal Priest Father Francois 
Laborde 

Father Franeois Lahorde, a 92-year-old priest, has heen awarded the Legion d'Honneur, the 
highest civilian award of  Franee, to reeognize his work for specially-ahled ehildren in Howrah. 

ACQUISITIONS & MERGERS 

Paytm acquired Night Stay(hotel booking platform) 
Noida hased digital payments eompany Paytm aequired the Noida-hased last-minute hotel 
hooking app, NightStay .And NightStay founder Nasr Khan will lead the hotel-hooking serviees at 
Paytm. 

Asian Development Bank acquires 14% stake in Annapurna Finance 
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) hought 14% stake in micro-financier Annapurna Finanee, 
with a motive of attraeting long -term funds from glohal lenders and investors. 

IndoStar inked binding agreement with IIFL Finance to acquire its CV finance business 
IndoStar Capital Finanee Ltd (IndoStar), a non-hanking finanee eompany, has aequired CV finanee 
husiness, a suhsidiary of IIFL Holdings. 

Fino Payments Bank and Suryoday Small Finance Bank come together to offer sweep account 
facility 

Fino Payments Bank (FPB) has joined hands with Suryoday Small Finanee Bank (SSFB) in order to 
initiate sweep account facility, enahling eustomer to transfer exeess amount to SSFB aeeount. 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

World's largest digital sky survey issues biggest-ever astronomical data release 
The Spaee Teleseope Scienee Institute (STScl) in US in partnership with the University of Hawai's 
Institute for Astronomy released the seeond edition of data from Pan-STARRS , the Panoramie 
Survey Teleseope & Rapid Response System - the world's largest digital sky survey. 

Scientists Developed Artificial Panereas Smartphone App For Diabetics 
Scientists developed an artificial panereas smart phone app that will help to analy z e hlood sugar 
levels in diahetes patients. This applieation is formed with the eapacity of to eonneet with glueose 
monitors, insulin pump deviees, and decision-making algorithms. 

ISRO lists 10 firms to make li-ion cells 
The Indian Spaee Researeh Organization (ISRO) seleeted 10 eompanies jointly with the NITI-
Aayog from alist of 141 eompanies for transfer of its Lithium-ion eells teehnology developed hy 
the Vikram Sarahhai Spaee Centre (VSSC), Thumha. 

Hoveizeh- Long-Range Surface to Surface Missile Unveiled by Iran on 1979 Islamic Revolution 
Anniversary 

Iran Unveiled its Long Range Cruise surfaee to surfaee Missile, named Hoveizeh with a Strike 
range of 1,300 km (800 miles ), to mark the rememhranee of 1979 Islamic Revolution Anniversary. 

Nasr - short range surface-to-surface ballistic missile test tired by Pak.istan 
Pakistan has test fired a short range surfaee-to-surfaee hallistie missile 'Nasr' with astrike range 
of ahout 70-km. 

Mashoka 5 - Mobile App Launched for booking of Bungalow No.S, in New Delhi 
MashokaS, the mohile app for hooking of Bungalow No.S, New Delhi was launehed hy Minister of 
State for Housing & Urhan Affairs Shri Hardeep S Puri. 5 Ashoka Road bungalow is a popular 
wedding venue, maintained hy the housing and urhan affairs ministry. 

National Testing Agency (NTA) introduced mobile app for Mock Tests for JEE Mains 2019 
National Testing Agency has emharked a mohile applieation through whieh students ean take 
moek tests for JEE Mains 2019 & other eompetitive exams via their smart phones. 
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App of Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) introduced 
The app of world's largest cashless health insurance scheme, Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 
(PM-JA Y)  aka Ayushman Bharat has been launched on Google play store. It was launched by Indu 
Bhushan, CEO of PM-JAY. 

India's 40th Communication Satellite, GSAT-31 has been successfully launched from French 
Guiana 

Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) successfully launched its 40th communication 
satellite "GSAT-31" from French Guiana by Arianespace launeh vehicle. It will replace the InSAT 
satellite. 

ISRO instigated a Human Space Flight Centre in Bengaluru 
Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) launched the Human Space Flight Centre (HSFC) at 
the headquarters of ISRO in Bengaluru, Karnataka. It which will act as the hub of ISRO' s future 
manned mission "Gaganyaan". 

ENVIRONMENT 

Bedin 1- New Dwarf Spheroidal Galaxy discovered by Hubble Space Telescope 
Astronomers from Italy, the UK, Germany and the United States discovered the Bedin 1- New 
Dwarf Spheroidal Gala x y  from Hubble Space Telescope. It is located 28.38 million light years from 
Earth. 

Global warming's impact on EI Nino in 2019 
EI Nino isa  climatic chain characterized by high air pressure in the Western Pacific and low air 
pressure in the eastern. Its impact on EI nino may make year 2019 as the warmest year. 

SPORTS 

ICC roped in Coca-Cola as official sponsor 
The International Cricket Council (ICC) signed a five-year global partnership deal with beverage 
manufacturer Coca-Cola Company.lCC and Coco-cola's partnership will be continue till 2023 

South Korean footballer Ki Sung-yueng announces retirement 
Midfielder Ki Sung-yueng announced his retirement from the South Korean national team. 

INS Dronacharya wins Kochi Area Boat Pulling Regatta 2019 
INS Dronacharya team won the Regetta trophy in the Area Pulling Regatta Kochi 2019 of the 
(SNC Southern N aval Command) heldin Kochi. is one of the most prestigious and traditional 
naval sporting activities conducted by the Southern N aval Command. 

Sathiyan surpassed Sharath to become highest-ranked Indian at 28 
Indian paddler G Sathiyan achieved a new career rank of 28 in the world rankings. 

Mithali becomes first female to play 200 0Dls 
36 years oid India's Women Cricket team captain, Mithali Raj became the first female player to 
play 200 ODis during the 3rd and Final ODI against New Zealand. 

Vani Kapoor becomes first Indian to grab Australian LPGA card 
Golfer Vani Kapoor has become the first Indian to grab Australian Ladies PGA Tour (LPGA) after 
securing 12th Rank tied with three others in the first ever qualifying tournament at the Ballarat 
Golf Club in Australia. 

Qatar won their First-ever Asian Cup Title In Football by defeating Japan 
Qatar won its first major soccer title by beating four-time champion Japan 3-1 in the 17th edition 
of the AFC Asian Cup held in United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

Sundeep Jora ofNepal becomes the youngest man to hit T20 International fifty 
Nepal's cricketer Sundeep Jora, who made his debut in T-20 International, against UAE, became 
the youngest man to score a half-century in T20 Internationals at the age of 17 years and 103 days 
and entered the book of records. 
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Haryana Hammers defeated Punjab Royals to grab PWL 4 title 
Haryana Hammers defeated defending champions Punjab Royals by 6-3 in the summit clash at the 
Gautam Buddha University indoor stadium, Greater Noidain Uttar Pradesh, elaimed the fourth 
edition of the Pro Wrestling League (PWL ). 

Srnriti Mand.hana attains the Wornen's ODI Batting Record 
India's Smriti Mandhana attained top position in the ICC ODI rankings for batswomen after the 
match against N ew Zealand. 

Sana Mir listed as Asia's rnaiden wornan cricketer to play 100 T20Is 
Former captain of the Pakistan women team Sana Mir became the first Asian woman to play 
hundred T20Is. She achieved this feat, while playing against West Indies during the final of T20I 
that was held in Karaehi. 

India clinched the S rnatch ODI series against New Zealand by 35 runs 
India defeated New Zealand in fifth One Day International (ODI) match, held at Wellington in New 
Zealand by 35 runs to clinch the five-match series by 4-1. 

Rohit Sharrna, 14th Indian cricketer to achieve a landrnark of 200 ODI's 
Indian Cricket Team Vice-Captain, Rohit Sharma became the 14th Indian Cricketer to play 200 
One Day International (0Dls) in the fourth Match against New Zealand held at Hamilton, New 
Zealand. 

Australia Cricketer Greg Chappell announced to retire after Ashes 2019 
Former Cricketer, Greg Chappell confirmed to retire after the Ashes 2019. 

Indian squash player Rarnit Tandon win Seattle Open title 
Indian squash player Ramit Tandon won the fourth title of Seattle open title by defeating 
Mohamed EI Sherbini of Egypt. Seattle Open is a PSA challenger squash Tour heldin USA. 

Azerbaijan Grand Prix extends F1 deal to 2023 
Organizers of the Azerbaijan Grand Prix have extended the contract to host Formula One races in 
Baku street circuit till 2023. 

Srnriti Mandhana seores fastest T20I fifty 
India's opening batswoman Smriti Mandhana stroked fastest fifty for India in Women's T20Is 
against New Zealand at Westpac Stadium in Wellington. 

Vidarbha clinched second successive Ranji Title defeating Saurashtra 
Defending champions Vidarbha won the Ranji Trophy 2018-19, which is 85th season of the Ranji 
Trophy by defeating Saurashtra. This victory is their Successive victory since they won the Trophy 
lastyear. 

FIFA Rankings: India drop outside top-100, Beigiurn rernain top 
With the end of AFC Asian cup in UAE, the world rankinglist had some changes, in which India is 
dropped out of the top 100 ranks, but Beigiurn 's pole position remained same. 

OBITUARY 

Forrner urnpire Dara Dotiwalla, who officiated in the farnous tied Test rnatch between India and 
Australia passed away 

Former Urnpire Dara Dotiwalla, who organized the famous tied Test match between India and 
Australia passed away in Chennai due to oid age . 

Forrner Planning Cornrnission rnernber and Ex- IIMC director Hiten Bhaya passed away 
Former Planning Commission member of and ex-director Indian lustitute of Mass 
Communication (IIMC) Hiten Bhaya passed away in New Delhi. 

Senior Congress leader Harihar Karan died 
Former MLA and senior Congress leader Harihar Karan passed away atan age of 72 due to 
Septicemia disease in Bhubaneswar 

Noted freedorn fighter Priyanath Dey died 
Noted freedom fighter and former Odisha MLA Priyanath Dey passed away a t a  age of 97 in 
Bhubaneswar. 
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Odisha's BJD MP Ladu Kishore Swain passed away at 71 
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) MP, Ladu Kishore Swain passed away at the age of 71 due to kidney-related 
ailments in Bhubaneswar. 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

International Year of the Periodic Table of Chemical Elements 2019 
UNESCO has named the year 2019 as The International Year of the Periodic Table of Chemical 
Elements in Paris. 

World Wetlands Day observed on February 2 
World Wetlands Day is celebrated every year on the 2nd of February to raise global awareness on 
the value of wetlands for humanity and the planet. lt was observed with a theme, "Wetlands and 
Climate Change". 

World Cancer Day observed on February 4 
World Cancer Day is observed annually on Feb 4 to raise awareness about cancer and encourage 
its prevention, and treatment. This year it was observed with a theme "l Am and l will". 

Sushma Swaraj and Nitin Gadkari inaugurated 30th National Road Safety Week in New Delhi 
On 4th February 2019, External Affairs Minister Smt Sushma Swaraj and Union Minister for Road 
Transport & Highways, Shri Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the 30th National Road Safety Week, 2019 
at Gandhi Smriti and Darshan, Rajghat, New Delhi. The theme of the 30th National Road Safety 
Week is "Sadak Suraksha-Jeevan Raksha". 
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Good Luck with Your Exams! ! ! 
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