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INDIAN AFFAIRS 

13th edition o f  International Oil & Gas Conference & Exhibition 'PETROTECH-2019' heldin  New 
Delhi 

The 13th edition of PETROTECH-2019 was held at India Expo Mart in Greater Noida,National 
Capital Region,New Delhi. The theme of PROTECH-2019 was "Shaping the New Energy World 
through Innovation & Collaboration". Read here for full 
details: htt;ps: //www.affairscloud.com/13th-edition-of-international-oil-gas-conference-
exhibition-petrotech-2019-held-in-newdelhi/ 

Government proposed Liberalization of e-Visa regime to make it tourist friendly 
This step has been taken into consideration by Ministry of Tourism with Ministry of Home Affairs 
to ease the Visa regime in the country over the period of time. Among proposals, there has been 
removal of restriction of allowing foreigner for a maximum of 3 times. 

Expert committee headed by Anoop Satpath has suggested National Minimum Wage to be Rs. 
9,750 

An expert committee led by V V Giri National Labour Institute (WGNLI) F ellow Anoop Satpath 
appointed by government suggested Rs. 9,750 per month or Rs. 375 per day as National Minimum 
Wage (NMW) for a worker. The Present NMW is Rs. 4,576. 

India's fastest train, Vande Bharat Express, flagged off by PM Narendra Modi 
The semi-high-speed Train 18 or Vande Bharat Express was flagged offby Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi from the New Delhi railway station. The train produced indigenously at the 
Integral Coach Factory, Chennai, can run up t o a  maximum speed of 160 kmph. 

Finance Minister launched "Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Mandhan" Scheme 
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Mandhan Yojana is a pension scheme for the labours, associated in 
the unorganized sector, whose monthly income is less than Rs. 15,000. Workers can avail the 
benefits by contributing Rs. 100 per month to further get Rs. 3000 per month after 60 year of age. 

Union Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the North Karnataka Agromet Forecasting and 
Research Centre (NKAFC) in Dharwad, Karnataka 

India's first agromet forecast centre, North Karnataka Agromet Forecasting and Research Centre 
(NKAFC), inaugurated at University of Agricultural Sciences (UAS) in Dharwad, Karnataka. lt 
would give accurate reports on weather, enabling farmers to protect the crops and get good yield. 

Dera Baba Nanak land post designated as Immigration checkpoint for Kartarpur corridor 
Union Home Ministry issued a notification designating Dera Baba Nanak's land post located in 
Gurdaspur district of Punjab as an authorized immigration check point to enter and exit Kartarpur 
Sahib Gurdwara in Pakistan. 
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Mr.Namwar Singh from Varanasi,Uttarpradesh a famous Hindi author and known for his different 
approach in Hindi literature through criticism.He died in New Delhi at the age of 92. 

Bengali singer Pratik Choudhury passed away at the age of 55 
Bengali singer Pratik Choudhary passed away in Kolkata, West Bengal due to cardiac arrest. He 
hailed from West Bengal. 

Hum Aapke Hain Koun Producer Rajkumar Barjatya Passes Away 
Popular Bolly w ood film producer Rajkumar Barjatya passed away in Mumbai, Maharashtra. He 
was born in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

BOOKS & AUTHORS 

Governor of West Bengal, Keshari Nath Tripathi launches book 'Simplicity & Wisdom' authored by 
Mr. Dinesh Shahra 

'Simplicity & Wisdom' written by Dinesh Shahra was launched at Parmarth Ashram in Kumbh 
Mela. Launched by the Governor ofWest Bengal- Keshari Nath Tripathi and Swami Chidanand 
Saraswati, Head of Parmarth Ashram, this book is dedicated to Late Vedanti Swami 
Pragananandji. 

Book containing Venkaiah Naidu's selected speeches released by Pranab Mukherjee 
Former President Shri Pranab Mukherjee released the book Selected Speeches: Volume-1, which 
isa compilation of 92 selected speeches ofVice President Shri Venkaiah Naidu, in New Delhi. 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

February 20 observed as World Day of Social Justice 
World Day of Social Justice is observed annually on February 20 to create attentiveness about 
social justice based on gender, age, race, ethnicity, religion, culture or disability. Theme of 2019 -
'If you want Peace and Development, Work for Social Justice' to focuses on the goal of achieving 
full employment for the bottom 40 per cent of people and support for social integration. 

International Mother Language day observed on February 21,2019 
International Mother Language day is observed annually on February 21 since 2000. lt is 
observed to promote linguistic diversity and multilingual education. Theme for the year 2019-
"Indigenous languages matter for development, peace building and reconciliation". 
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