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INDIAN AFFAIRS

13th edition ofInternational Oil & Gas Conference & Exhibition 'PETROTECH-2019" heldin New
Delhi
The 13th edition of PETROTECH-2019 was held at India Expo Mart in Greater Noida,National
Capital Region,New Delhi. The theme of PROTECH-2019 was "Shaping the New Energy World
through Innovation & Collaboration". Read here for full
details: https: //www.affairscloud.com/13th-edition-of-international-oil-gas-conference-
exhibition-petrotech-2019-held-in-newdelhi/
Government proposed Liberalization of e-Visa regime to make it tourist friendly
This step has been taken into consideration by Ministry of Tourism with Ministry of Home Affairs
to ease the Visa regime in the country over the period of time. Among proposals, there has been
removal ofrestriction ofallowing foreigner for a maximum of 3 times.
Expert committee headed by Anoop Satpath has suggested National Minimum Wage to be Rs.
9,750

An expert committee led by V'V Giri National Labour Institute (WGNLI) Fellow Anoop Satpath
appointed by government suggested Rs. 9,750 per month or Rs. 375 per day as National Minimum
Wage (NMW) for a worker. The Present NMW is Rs. 4,576.
India's fastest train, Vande Bharat Express, flagged off by PM Narendra Modi
The semi-high-speed Train 18 or Vande Bharat Express was flagged offby Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from the New Delhi railway station. The train produced indigenously at the
Integral Coach Factory, Chennai, can run up toa maximum speed of 160 kmph.
Finance Minister launched "Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Mandhan" Scheme
Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Mandhan Yojana is a pension scheme for the labours, associated in
the unorganized sector, whose monthly income is less than Rs. 15,000. Workers can avail the
benefits by contributing Rs. 100 per month to further get Rs. 3000 per month after 60 year of age.
Union Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the North Karnataka Agromet Forecasting and
Research Centre (NKAFC) in Dharwad, Karnataka
India's first agromet forecast centre, North Karnataka Agromet Forecasting and Research Centre
(NKAF(C), inaugurated at University of Agricultural Sciences (UAS) in Dharwad, Karnataka. It
would give accurate reports on weather, enabling farmers to protect the crops and get good yield.
Dera Baba Nanak land post designated as Immigration checkpoint for Kartarpur corridor
Union Home Ministry issued a notification designating Dera Baba Nanak's land postlocated in
Gurdaspur district of Punjab as an authorized immigration check point to enter and exit Kartarpur
Sahib Gurdwara in Pakistan.
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EU-India to fund 7 Projects to deal with Water challenges
India and the European Union have made a decision to mutually invest up to 40 Million Euros
(Rs.323 Crore) on 7 Research and Innovation projects to tackle and handle immediate water
challenges in the country. The 7 projects includes India-H20, LOTUS, PANI WATER, SAEASWATI
2.0, SPRING, PAVITR.

New Delhi hosted ‘India US CEO Forum’ and ‘India US Commercial Dialogue’
India and the United States conducted the India-US CEO Forum and India-US Commercial
Dialogue in New Delhi. The meeting was chaired by Union Minister of Commerce and Industry,
Shri Suresh Prabhu. Four MoUs were signed during this meeting.

World Sustainable Development Summit 2019 held at New Delhi
World Sustainable Development Summit (WSDS) 2019, the flagship event of “The Energy and
Resources Institute’ (TERI), was inaugurated by Vice President Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu at Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi. The theme of WSDS 2019 was "Attaining the 2030 Agenda: delivering on our
promise”.

Narendra Singh Tomar inaugurated 58th Meeting of Central Geological Programming Board

(CGPB) in New Delhi
Union Minister of Mines, Narendra Singh Tomar inaugurated the 58th meetings of Central
Geological Programming Board (CGPB) held at Pusa in New Delhi. CGPB is under the nodal
department of Geological Survey of India (GSI).

Bhubaneshwar held the 5th International Dam Safety Conference 2019
State Water Resources minister Niranjan Pujari and Union Water Resources & Ganga
Rejuvenation Secretary U.P. Singh inaugurated the 5th International Dam Safety Conference 2019
in Bhubaneshwar, Odisha. The conference was a part of the Dam Rehabilitation and Improvement
Project (DRIP).

Early Ed Asia 2019, Asia’s largest early childhood conference, held in Jaipur
Early Ed Asia 2019, the two-day event, which is Asia’s largest conference on Early Childhood, was
held at the City Palace in Jaipur, Rajasthan. The motto of the event was "Our Children. Our Future".

Overview Of Prime Minister’s Visit To Jhansi
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi visited Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh where he inaugurated and laid
foundation stone for various development projects worth over Rs.20000 crore. Read here for full
details of his visit: https: //www.affairscloud.com /overview-of-prime-ministers-visit-to-jhansi

Overview of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Maharashtra
Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi visited Yavatmal and Dhule in Maharashtra to unveil various
development projects. He laid the foundation stone of Road Project worth Rs 500 crore in

Yavatmal. Read here for full details of his visit: https://www.affairscloud.com/overview-of-

rime-minister-narendra-modis-visit-to-maharashtra

Second National Conference on “Sustainable and Environment-friendly Industrial Production”

held in New Delhi
Second National Conference was organised in New Delhi on “Sustainable and Environment-
friendly Industrial Production (SEIP) Project”. It was organised by Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change(MoEFCC) under Indo-German Development Cooperation.

India’s first district cooling system to be built in Amravati
United Arab Emirates (UAE) based international cooling provider,National Central Cooling
Company PJSC (Tabreed) entered into a 30-year concession with Andhra Pradesh Capital Region
Development Authority (APCRDA) to build India’s first district cooling system in Amaravati,
Hyderabad.

Government has published guidelines to institute EV Charging Stations at every 25 km
The ministry of Housing and Urban affairs has published a set of guidelines to establish charging
station for EV (Electric Vehicles) at every 25 km to outline the ways to build fueling points. For
making provisions for establishing EV infrastructures, Ministry has made amendments to the
guidelines of MBBL (Model Building Bye laws), 2016 and URDPFI (Urban Regional Development
Plans Formulation and Implementation), 2014.
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Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik inaugurated and laid foundation stones for Rs 2114 cr
Naveen Patnaik, Chief Minister of Odisha,inaugurated and laid foundation stones for numerous
development projects amounting to Rs 2,114 crore in Kalahandi district including Ret Medium
Irrigation project, which is to be constructed at a cost of Rs 768.46 crore.

Overview Of PM Narendra Modi’s Visit To Bihar And Jharkhand
Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Bihar where he inaugurated and laid down foundation
stones for several development and infrastructure projects worth Rs 33,000 crore at Barauni in
Begusarai district, Bihar. He later visited Jharkhand to lay foundation stones and inaugurate
various development schemes at Hazaribagh and Ranchi. Read full details of his visit
here: https: //www.affairscloud.com/overview-of-pm-narendra-modis-visit-to-bihar-and-
jharkhand/

Scrapping of Section 66A of IT Act, SC directs states to sensitise cops
The Supreme Court directed all state governments to make their police personnel aware of the
verdict which scrapped Section 66A of Information Technology Act. Sensitising the police will
reduce unnecessary arrest of people under their provision.

IAF carried out ‘Vayu Shakti’ exercise at Pokhran
Indian Air Force conducted mega exercise ‘Vayu Shakti’ in Pokhran, Rajasthan. The exercise was
conducted two days after 40 CRPF personnel killed in a suicide attack in Kashmir’s Pulwama. For
the first time, the Advanced Light Helicopter (ALP) and the Akash surface-to-air missile were
deployed in military exercise.

4th Agri leadership Summit 2019 inaugurated by Radha Mohan Singh
Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmer’s Welfare,Radha MohanSingh, inaugurated the 4th Agri
Leadership Summit 2019 at the India International Horticulture Market (IIHM) in Ganaur, Sonipat
district, Haryana. The theme of the summit was “Entrepreneurship & Agri Business; Agri Allied -
A Promising Sector and Agri Service- Direct Marketing”.

Bill passed by Rajasthan Assembly to scrap minimum education qualification for Civic polls
The Rajasthan Panchayati Raj (Amendment) Bill, 2019 and the Rajasthan Municipality
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 have been passed in the Rajasthan Assembly in order to do away with the
currently existing minimum education criterion for panchayat and civic poll candidates.

3 day International Annual Desert Festival begins in Jaisalmer
40th International Annual Desert Festival kicked off in Jaisalmer, Rajasthan. It will exhibit rich
cultural heritage of the state and attract thousands of tourists from all over the world to the
Golden City. The festival was organised by the Rajasthan tourism and district administration.

2 new Districts created in Telangana
Revenue Department of Telangana has issued a notification stating about the creation of 2 new
districts in Telangana—- Mulugu and Narayanpet.

Kannadigas to be given priority in private sector jobs
A decision has been made by the government of Karnataka to give 100% reservation to
Kannadigans in jobs lying under the Group C and Group D category in the private companies, that
are getting support from the government.

Sikkim CM presented the Rs 3,566.29 cr for FY 2019-20
Sikkim'’s Chief Minister, Pawan Kumar Chamling,who holds charge of the Finance Department,
presented the interim Budget for Financial Year (FY) 2019-20 of Rs 3,566.29 crore in the State
Legislative Assembly on the inaugural day of the two-day session. It comprises of Revenue
Expenditure of Rs 2,713.88 crore and Capital Expenditure of Rs 852.41 crore for half of the
duration of the FY 2019-20.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan inaugurated the One Health India Conference 2019 in New Delhi
Union Science & Technology Minister, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, inaugurated the 2-day long One Health
India Conference 2019 in New Delhi. The purpose of the conference was to launch India‘s new
One Health Initiative — an inter sectoral approach to tackling the most urgent health threats in
India as well as in low- and middle-income countries across South and South East Asia and Sub-
Saharan Africa.
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Union Home Minister launched various women safety initiatives
Pan India number 112 was launched by Home Minister Rajnath Singh and Minister for Women
and Child Development Maneka Gandhi in New Delhi. These women safety projects are funded
under Nirbhaya Fund scheme.

Smriti Irani laid the foundation stone of a Hastshilp Complex in New Delhi
Union Textiles Minister, Smriti Irani, laid foundation stone of Hastshilp Complex in New Delhi
which is to be built in a period of 18 months by NBCC (formerly known as National Buildings
Construction Corporation Ltd) and at a cost of Rs.113.56 crores.

RAIC signed trilateral agreement with Friendship Society of India and the India-Russia

Foundation
In an attempt to encourage cultural ties between Russia and India, the Russian Association for
International Cooperation (RAIC) signed a trilateral agreement with Friendship Society of India
and the India-Russia Foundation.

GoM headed Nitin Patel submitted recommendations on GST on Housing to Council
A Group of Ministers (GoM) headed by Gujarat Deputy Chief Minister Nitin Patel, which has
favoured 3% on the affordable housing category, down from 8%, has submitted its report to the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council. GST is currently levied at 12%on premium housing and 8%
on affordable housing.

Report on “Magnitude of Substance Use in India” sponsored by the Ministry of Social Justice and

Empowerment submitted by NDDTC of AIIMS, New Delhi
The report “Magnitude of Substance Use in India” is sponsored by Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment. The report was released by National Drug Dependence Treatment Centre
(NDDTC) of the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi and submitted to the
Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot in Delhi.

Unemployment among educated citizens rose sharply in 2017-18: NSSO
According to the National Sample Survey Office’s (NSSO) first periodic labour force survey, levels
of unemployment were observed to be much higher among educated people than ones with lower
level of education in 2017-18.

"Eco Circuit: Pathanamthitta - Gavi - Vagamon - Thekkady" project launched by K. . Alphons in

Kerala
Union Tourism Minister, Shri K. ]. Alphons, inaugurated the ‘Eco Circuit: Pathanamthitta — Gavi -
Vagamon - Thekkady’ project under the Swadesh Darshan scheme of the Ministry of Tourism,at
Vagamon, Kerala. The project was sanctioned for Rs 76.55 crores in December 2015.

Himachal Pradesh Assembly passed a Bill to make Sanskrit as the second official language of the

state
Himachal Pradesh became the second state to adopt Sanskrit as the second official language of the
state after Uttarakhand. Mahender Singh Thakur, the Irrigation and Public Health minister
introduced the bill Himachal Pradesh Official Language Bill, 2019 (Amendment).

Finance Minister of Uttarakhand Prakash Pant presented Rs 48,663.90 crore State budget for

financial year 2019-20
State budget of Rs. 48,663.90 crore was presented by Finance Minister Prakash Pant who
described it as a balanced budget by prioritising education, health, agriculture, employment
generation in rural areas, infrastructure, housing and urban development. It is said to be a surplus
budget with the total expenditure for the Financial Year 2019-20 standing around 48,663.90 crore
and total earnings for the period around Rs 48,679.43 crore.

Punjab FM Manpreet Singh Badal presented Rs 1,58,493 crore state budget for FY 2019-20
Punjab Finance Minister Manpreet Singh Badal presented the state budget for Financial Year (FY)
2019-20 with a total outlay of Rs 1,58,493 crore with no new taxes. Total outstanding debt of the
state has been projected at Rs 2,29,612 crore for 2019-20 as against Rs 2,12,276 crore for 2018-
19.

4|Page
Follow Us - FB.com/AffairsCloudOfficialPage Copyright 2019 @ AffairsCloud.Com




C S0 d Current Affairs Weekly PDF

S—— /Leernarc._;lai

Cabinet Approvals on 19th February 2019
The Union Cabinet approved the setting up of a new company under Department of Space (DoS),
to commercially exploit the research and development work carried out by Indian Space Research
Organization (ISRO)Centers and constituent units of DOS. Read here for full detail of
approvals: https: //www.affairscloud.com/cabinet-approvals-on-19th-february-2019/

Cabinet Approvals With Foreign Countries On 19th February 2019
The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave approvals to several
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)s and Agreements between India and Morocco, Vietnam,
South Africa and South Korea in the various fields. Read here for full
details: https: //www.affairscloud.com/cabinet-approvals-with-foreign-countries-on-19th-
february-2019/

Overview of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Visit To Varanasi
Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Varanasi,Uttar Pradesh and unveiled several development
projects worth Rs. 3350. He flaged off first ever diesel-to-electric converted locomotive in

Varanasi. Read here for full details of visit: https: //www.affairscloud.com/overview-of-prime-

minister-narendra-modis-visit-to-varanasi

Union Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu, launched SWAYATT in

New Delhi
Suresh Prabhu, Union Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation has launched
SWAYATT and GeM Start-up Runway in New Delhi. SWAYATT (Start-ups, Women and Youth
Advantage Through eTransactions) is an initiative to bring together the indian stakeholders to
Government e-Marketplace (GeM), the national procurement portal.

Textiles Minister Launches four projects in North East for the development of Silk Sector
The projects launched are Muga silk seed production centre in Tura, Meghalaya, Eri spun silk mill
in Sangaipat, Imphal, Silk printing and processing unit in Agartala, Tripura and Sericulture
development project in Mamit, Mizoram.

Operation Digital Board launched by HRD Ministry to provide better digital education
The Human Resource Development (HRD) Ministry launched Operation Digital Board on the lines
of Operation Blackboard to provide better digital education in school. The government has aimed
at equipping 9 lakh classrooms in schools and colleges across the country with digital facilities for
teaching by 2022.

8th World CSR Congress 2019 in Mumbai
8th World CSR Congress held between Feb 17 and Feb 18,2019 in Mumbai, Maharashtra.lt was
attended by participants from 33 countries to encourage the efforts of individuals and
organizations. Theme of the year 2019 is "Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)".

International Vision Zero Conference’ to promote Occupational Safety and Health inaugurated in

Mumbai, Maharashtra
The Conference was organized by Directorate General Factory Advice and Labour Institutes
(DGFASLI), Ministry of Labour and Employment, German Social Accident Insurance (DGUV),
Germany along with Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay and International Social Security
Association — Manufacturing, Construction and Mining. It was inaugurated by Shri Heeralal
Samariya, Secretary, Ministry of Labour and Employment.

4th edition of India’s biggest Global Conference on Pharmaceuticals and Medical Devices held in

Bengaluru
The India Medical Device 2019 and India Pharma 2019- 4th edition of International Conference
on Pharmaceutical & Medical Device sector took place in Bengaluru, Karnataka. It was organised
by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, Government of India in
collaboration with the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI).

Regional Conference on ‘Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation scheme (DDRS)’ organised by DEPwD

at Kolkata, West Bengal
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A regional conference on ‘Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS)’ was organised in
Kolkata, West Bengal. DDRS is a scheme implemented by Department of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities of Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment. This was the third of a
series of Regional Conferences held across the country.

KALIA Chhatra Bruti’ scholarship for farmers children launched by Odisha government
‘KALIA Chhatra Bruti’ scholarship for the children of farmers benefited under the KALIA (Krushak
Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation) scheme was launched by the Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik in Bhubaneshwar, Odisha.

Thiruvananthapuram to host Attukal Pongala festival, world’s largest religious congregation of

women
Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala shall host the AttaukalPonkala festival-one of the largest religious
gathering of women on a single day. Attukal temple is also called ‘women’s Sabarimala’ as only
women perform the ritual.

4 Ordinances including one criminalising practice of triple talaq promulgated by the President
President Ram Nath Kovind promulgated 4 Ordinances, including the Muslim Women (Protection
of Rights on Marriage) Second Ordinance, 2019, which declares Triple Talaq to be void and
punishable with imprisonment up to 3 years and a fine. The other 3 are - The Indian Medical
Council (Amendment) Second Ordinance, 2019, Companies (Amendment) Second Ordinance,
2019, and The Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Ordinance, 2019.

Home Minister Rajnath Singh chaired the 5th IDA Meeting held in New Delhi
Union Home Minister, Rajnath Singh, chaired the 5th Island Development Agency (IDA) meeting
held in New Delhi to review the progress made towards the “Holistic development of islands”
program.

Government signed MoU with Canadian University, UBC, for research on environment issues
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the University of British Columbia (UBC), Canada for next 10 years to
explore opportunities for collaborations in the field of Forestry Science and to work on various
environmental issues like Climate Change, Forest Resource Management and Wildlife.

NARI decided to drop focus on AIDS and undergo change name
The National Aids Research Institute (NARI) has decided to drop its focus on research into the
Acquired Immuno-deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) and to undergo a name change in the coming
months due to major drop in number of HIV positive cases.

Government announces free air travel for CAPF to Jammu & Kashmir
The Ministry of Home Affairs, following the terror attack in Jammu and Kashmir’s Pulwama which
killed 40 personnel of the Central Reserve Police Force, approved free air travel of all personnel of
the Central Armed Paramilitary Forces (CAPF) moving between Delhi and Srinagar, and Jammu
and Srinagar on official duty, transfer, or on leave.

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Security Protection Agreement signed between India and Sweden
Union Minister of Defence, Nirmala Sitharaman signed a Security Protection agreement between
India and Sweden during her visit to Sweden which will enable both the countries to share
classified information each other.

“World Employment and Social Outlook Trends 2019” report released by International Labour

Organization
The International Labour Organization released World Employment and Social Outlook Trends
2019 report. The report says unemployment rates will fall to 4.9% in 2019 and remains steady in
2020.

India Withdrawn ‘Most Favoured Nation’ Status from Pakistan
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India has withdrawn ‘Most Favoured Nation’ or MFN to Pakistan just a day after the terror attach
in Pulwama, Jammu & Kashmr in which 40 Central Reserve Police Force (CPRF) personal lost
their lives. It was in 1996 India granted MFN status to Pakistan.

WHO says Measles cases nearly doubled in 2018
World Health Organization says the number of Measles cases reported in 2018 is nearly double
the number of infections contracted, in comparison to previous year. The number of Measles
cases reported in 2018 was 2,29,068. It was 1,10,000 for 2017. Measles is a viral infection caused
by rubeola virus.

NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant led high level delegation visited Saudi Arabia
A high-level delegation comprising of leading Indian CEOs and India’s Ambassador to Saudi
Arabia, Ahmad Javed, led by NITI Aayog CEO, Amitabh Kant, visited Saudi Arabia from 16th
February to 17th February, 2019 to take part in discussions with the Saudi Centre for
International Strategic Partnerships (SCISP) and with Ministerial level representations from 12
Saudi Ministries in Riyadh.

President Donald Trump declared national emergency to build US-Mexico border wall
U.S. President Donald Trump, declared a national emergency at the US-Mexico border to fund
construction of his long-sought wall, citing an “invasion of drugs and criminals” as reason for the
act.

55th Munich Security Conference (MSC) held at Munich, Germany
55th Munich Security Conference (MSC), an annual meeting that brings together leaders and
security experts from across the world, was held from 15th to 17th February 2019.

BANKING & FINANCE

$40 million loan agreement signed between Centre, Himachal Pradesh and World Bank for

Shimla water supply
Aloan agreement of $40 million (4 crore INR) was signed between the Government of India,
Government of Himachal Pradesh and World Bank, for bringing clean and reliable drinking water
to the citizens of Greater Shimla area, who have been facing severe shortages of water and water-
borne epidemics in the last few years.

] P Morgan became First US Bank with Cryptocurrency
JP Morgan rolled out as the first US bank with cryptocurrency. The change in opinion of JP Morgan
is the first step in the program of making it more competitive. The currency is designed to be
decentralized so that no one has control over transactions being sent over the network.

FPI investment cap on corporate bonds lifted by RBI
Reserve Bank of India lifted the limit on Corporate bonds. RBI withdrew 20% limit on investment
by Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) in corporate bonds of an entity. The move will encourage
more foreign investors to invest in corporate bonds in the country.

A Penalty of Rs 3.5 crore imposed on PNB, OBC and Bank of India by RBI
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposed monetary penalty on three Public Sector Undertaking
(PSU) banks due to deficiencies in regulatory compliance with the directions issued by RBI on
monitoring end use of funds, information exchange with other banks and on restructuring of
accounts.

Indianmoney.com Group acquired broking license to enter Insurance Business
Indianmoneyinsurance.com, a subsidiary of the Indianmoney.com Group has acquired a broking
license from Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) to enter Insurance
Business.

Introductory “Trip Protector” policy launched by HDFC ERGO
The first-of-its kind “Trip Protector’ insurance policy was launched by HDFC ERGO General
Insurance Company for non-life insurance segment in India.lt is the third-largest non-life
insurance provider in the private sector in India.
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Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) launched a new micro insurance plan ‘Micro Bachat’
A new micro insurance plan ‘Micro Bachat’ was launched by the Life Insurance Corporation (LIC)
of India. It provides coverage of up to 2 lakhs and is the first micro-insurance plan to do so.

Draft guidelines for standard health product issued by IRDAI
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India(IRDAI) had issued the draft guidelines
for Standard Health Product.The Guidelines on Standard Health Product are issued under the
provisions of Section 34 (1) (a) of Insurance Act, 1938.

Capital Infusion of Rs. 48,239 Crore into 12 State-Run Banks
The Finance Ministry announced a capital infusion of Rs 48,239 crore in 12 public sector banks
(PSBs). This has been done to enable them to meet their regulatory capital requirements and to
increase the availability of credit for stronger lenders.

EPFO recommended to raise interest rate to 8.65% from 8.55%
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has recommended to increase the interest rate
on Employees’ Provident Fund for 2018-19 to 8.65% from 8.55% benefitting 6 crore EPFO
subscribers.

BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Amazon launched ‘Amazon Pay UPI’ in collaboration with Axis Bank for Indian android users
Amazon in partnership with Axis Bank launched ‘Amazon Pay Unified Payment Interface (UPI)’ to
facilitate secure payments and financial transactions on its platform.

Edelweiss Group signed MoU with Bank of Singapore for strategic partnership
A memorandum of understanding (MoU) has been signed between Edelweiss and Bank of
Singapore in order to form a strategic partnership.

Government raised Rs.10000 crore from Bharat-22 ETF offering
Government of India gets Rs.10000 crore from Bharat-22 Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) by
additional offering. The government has absorbed approximately Rs.46000 crore by way of
disinvestment with the successful offering of Bharat-22 ETF.

Centre has increased Minimum Selling Price of Sugar by Rs 2 /kg
Worried over mounting sugarcane arrears, summing up to nearly Rs 20,000 crore at the end of
January, the government on 14th February 2019 increased the minimum selling price of sugar by
Rs 2 per kg, from Rs 29 to Rs 31 to facilitate millers in timely payment of dues of the sugarcane
growers.

NPA under Mudra Yojana stands at Rs 7,277 crore
The Parliament was informed by the government that loans by PSBs (Public Sector Banks)
amounting to Rs 7,277.31crore under Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) had turned into
non-performing assets(NPAs) by the end of March 2018.

India boosts Customs Duty to 200% on goods imported from Pakistan
India, with immediate effect has boosted the Customs Duty on all the goods imported from
Pakistan to 200%,has followed day after India repealed Most Famous Nation (MFN) status from
Pakistan.

RBI approved transfer of Rs 28,000 crore as interim dividend to the Government of India
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to transfer Rs. 28,000 crore as interim dividend to the
Government of India in the current Financial Year (FY) 2018-19, in order to enable the Centre to
meet its revised fiscal deficit target of 3.4% of the GDP for FY19.Now, Gol have Rs 68,000 crore as
dividend for the 2018-19 fiscal, as Rs 40,000 crore dividend was transferred to govt in August
2018.

A deal of USD 1.5 billion signed by I0C to buy US crude oil
Indian Oil Corporation (I0C), has signed its very first annual deal to buy U.S. crude oil, paying USD
1.5 billion for 60,000 barrels a day beginning April 2019 to March 2020 to diversify its crude
sources.
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Government relaxes Angel Tax norms for start-ups
Under the IT Act, Section 56 (2) (viib) money invested by angels in a company is treated as
income from other sources. Exemption under Section 56 (2) (viib) for startup recognized by the
DPIIT is as follows:
» Investments by listed companies with a net worth of Rs 100 crore or turnover of Rs 250
crore will be exempted up to Rs 25 crore.
» Investments of up to Rs 25 crore in eligible startups by Non-Residents, and Alternate
Investment Funds — Category I will also be exempt under Section 56 (2) (viib) of the
Income Tax Act.
OFB Gets Bulk Production Clearance for 114 ‘Dhanush’ Artillery Guns
A clearance for bulk production of 114 ‘Dhanush’ artillery guns has been received by the
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB) from the Indian army. It is the first long-range artillery gun to be
produced in India.
FDI reduced by 7% to USD 33.49 bn during Apr-Dec 2018-19
According to the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Foreign direct investment (FDI) into India
fell by 7% to USD 33.49 billion during April-December in the current fiscal as Foreign Fund
Inflows during this period stood at USD 35.94 billion.

AWARDS & RECOGNITIONS

AMRUT cities and Municipal Corporations of Raigarh, Ambikapurand Kumbakonam won the top

Swachhata Excellence Awards 2019
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) cities and municipal
corporations of Raigarh (1st prize), Ambikapur (2nd prize) and Kumbakonam (3rd prize) won the
top Swachhata Excellence Awards 2019, during the Shehri Samridhi Utsav in New Delhi.

De Goede, Van Doren win 2018 FIH player of the year awards
Eva de Goede from Netherlands and Arthur van Doren of Belgium were titled the Female Player of
the Year and Male Player of the Year respectively during International Hockey Federation’s
Players of the Year Awards for 2018.

Abdul Aziz Muhamat, a Manus Island refugee, wins international human rights prize
Sudanese refugee, Abdul Aziz Muhamat, who spent 5 years in Australian detention centre on
Manus Island in Papua New Guinea, was given the Martin Ennals Award 2019 in Geneva,
Switzerland, for exposing “the very cruel asylum seeker policy of the Australian Government”.

Shiv Chhatrapati awards conferred on Uday Deshpande and Smriti Mandhana
Mallakhamb coach,Uday Deshpande conferred with Shiv Chhatrapati life-time achievement award
and batswoman,Smriti Mandhana, was awarded with "Shiv Chhatrapati award for players among
several others" by the State’s Governor C. Vidyasagar Rao at an event held at the Gateway of India,
Mumbai.

Jharkhand’s NGO Yuwa won Laureus Sports for Good Honour
A Jharkhand based NGO Yuwa won the Laureus Sports for Good Award. Yuwa, working for girl
empowerment, became the third Indian entry to receive this honour.

Rabindranath Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony awarded by the President
President Ram Nath Kovind presented the Rabindranath Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony for
the year 2014, 2015 and 2016 at the Pravasi Bhartiya Kendra, New Delhi. The awardees were:
Shri Rajkumar Singhajit Singh for the year 2014, Chhayanaut (a cultural organization of
Bangladesh) for the year 2015 and Shri Ram Sutar Vanji for the year for 2016.

Dhanya became the First woman to climb Kerala’s Agasthyarkoodam peak
Bureaucrat Dhanya Sanal K. became the first woman to climb Agasthyarkoodam peak in Kerala.
There was an unofficial ban for women to trek the peak which was swept aside by Kerala High
Court.

Sunil Chhetri awarded the India’s first-ever “Football Ratna”
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The 34-year-old,Sunil Chhetri, was awarded India’s first-ever “Football Ratna”by Football Delhi
president Shaji Prabhakaran, former player and administrator at the All India Football
Federation(AIFF) and FIFA(Fédération Internationale de Football Association).Football Delhi is
the state association governing the sport in Delhi.

Overview of the Laureus Sports Awards 2019
The Laureus World Sports Awards 2019 were announced at the Laureus Awards Ceremony in
Monaco. The Sportsman of the Year was conferred upon Novak Djokovic and Sportswoman of the
Year was presented to Simone Biles.

Rajyavardhan Rathore presented the 7th National Photography Awards in New Delhi
Union Minister of State (IC) for Information & Broadcasting and Youth Affairs & Sports Col
Rajyavardhan Rathore presented the 7th National Photography Awards in New Delhi.13 people
were awarded in total, in different categories.

TCS ranked as global Top Employer for fourth year in a row
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has been ranked by the Top Employers Institute as global Top
Employer for the fourth year in a row. TCS the only firm among the top 10 IT services brands
which has received this certification.

APPOINTMENT & RESIGNS

Union Minister Arun Jaitley resumed charge as Finance Minister
Union Minister Arun Jaitley has resumed the charge as Minister of Finance and Minister of
Corporate Affairs. He was on three weeks break, from January 23 to February 14, due to health
reasons. In his absence, the charge of both ministries was assigned to Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal.

Dr. B. P. Sharma re-appointed as the CMD of Pawan Hans
The Ministry of Civil Aviation with the approval of Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)
re-appointed Dr. B. P. Sharma as the new Chairman & Managing Director (CMD) of the state-run
helicopter manufacturer Power Hans.

Hina Jaiswal became the first Indian Woman Flight Engineer
Flight Lieutenant Hina Jaiswal from Chandigarh, became the First Indian Woman Flight Engineer
of the Indian Air Force (IAF). The Flight Engineer branch was opened to women officers in 2018.

UN Secretary-General Appointed Chandramouli Ramanathan of India as Controller, Assistant

Secretary-General for Programme Planning, Finance and Budget
Chandramouli Ramanathan of India was appointed as the Controller, Assistant Secretary-General
for Programme Planning, Finance and Budget in the Department of Management Strategy, Policy
and Compliance by United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. He succeeds Bettina Tucci
Bartsiotas of Uruguay.

Tapsee Pannu becomes brand ambassador of PepsiCo’s Kurkure
Bollywood actress Tapsee Pannu is signed as the brand ambassador the snack brand ‘Kurkure’
owned by PepsiCo. A television campaign was also launched by Kurkure to introduce the new
brand positioning ‘Khayal toh chatpata hai’.

PC Mody designated as new CBDT chairman
Pramod Chandra Mody, a 1982-batch IRS Officer was appointed as the new chairman of the
Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) which is the policy making body of the Income Tax
Department. He will succeed Sushil Chandra.

Faizel Ismail appointed director of South Africa’s Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance
Indian-origin global negotiator, Professor Faizel Ismail, was appointed as the director of South
Africa’s Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance. He is a professor at the University of Cape
Town (UCT)’s School of Economics.

CBIC appoints Sandeep Mohan Bhatnagar and Ashok Kumar Pandey as its members
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Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC)appointed 2 senior Indian Revenue Service
(IRS) officers, Sandeep Mohan Bhatnagar and Ashok Kumar Pandey as its members.

Mary Kom designated as women'’s training Ambassador of PUMA
German sports and lifestyle brand PUMA has appointed the 6 time world champion woman M C
Mary Kom as its new brand ambassador. She steer brand’s advertising campaign #DoYou that
aims to motivate women across the nation to be strong and accomplish their goals.

GC Anupama becomes first woman President of Astronomical Society of India
The Astronomical Society of India will be Presided over by a woman, GC Anupama for the first
time in its history. She will succeed RK Tyagi and has been elected to this post for a tenure of 3
years.

Government reappointed A.K.Sharma as IOC Finance Director for 3 months
AK. Sharma has been reappointed as the Director (Finance) of Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) for a
period of 3 months. He was appointed Director (Finance) of IOC in October 2014 and
superannuated on January 31, 2019.

Lt Gen Depinder Singh Ahuja became the Chief of Staff of Southern Command
Lieutenant General Depinder Singh Ahuja, awardee of the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal,has taken
charge as the new Chief of Staff at the headquarters of the Southern Command in Pune,
Maharashtra.

PayU India appoints Reliance Payments executive Anirban Mukherjee as CEO
Anirban Mukherjee, presently the co-chief executive of Reliance Payments has been appointed as
the CEO of PayU India owned by Naspers.He will succeed Amrish Rau.

Additional charge as Secretary of Department of Fisheries given to Tarun Shridhar
The PM administration gave Secretary of Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Tarun
Shridhar the additional charge of Secretary of Department of Fisheries.Department of Fisheries is
a newly created department under Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

BFI President Ajay Singh appointed as the head of AIBA Elite Foundation
Ajay Singh,President of the Boxing Federation of India was selected as the President of the
Foundation Board for Better Boxing of AIBA (International Boxing Association).He has been
elected to the post for a tenure of four years.

Former Judge, Justice D.K. Jain, appointed as First BCCI ombudsman by SC
The Supreme Court appointed its former judge, Justice D K Jain as the first ombudsman for the
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI). The ombudsman will be resolving any issue that
comes with regards to the players, as also financial issues.

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Hardip Singh Puri launched the PMAY-U Mobile Application
Union Minister of State (I/C) for Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri launched the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojna - Urban (PMAY-U) mobile application at New Delhi. It will allow the
beneficiaries of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojna(Urban) to capture and upload high resolution
photographs of completed houses along with their families

IWAI launched portal "LADIS" for real time information
Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) launched a new portal Least Available Depth
Information System (LADIS) for real time data on available depth on stretches of National
Waterways.

NASA to launch SPHEREX mission to investigate Universe
NASA is all set to launch, SPHEREX, a space telescope mission, with an aim to understand the
origins of life and the universe, in 2023. The word SPHEREX is the abbreviation of Spectro-
Photometer for the History of the Universe, Epoch of Reionization and Ices Explorer.

Infosys unveils a learning app ‘InfyTQ’ for engineering students
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Infosys, the country’s 2nd largest IT firm has launched a next generation digital platform ‘InfyTQ’
to facilitate engineering students with best learning experiences by imparting technical and
professional skills.

India’s first ‘Fulldome 3D Digital Theatre’ inaugurated by Mahesh Sharma
Union Culture Minister Mahesh Sharma inaugurated India’s very first ‘Fulldome 3D Digital
Theatre’ at the Science City in Kolkata, West Bengal. It is fully funded by the Ministry of Culture at
a cost of Rs 20 crore.

AntBot, the first walking robot to navigate without GPS, developed
AntBot is the first walking robot to have navigational capabilities without GPS or mapping. It has
been designed by French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) and Aix-Marseille
University researchers at ISM, on lines similar to desert ants who use polarised lights and UV
radiation to navigate in space.

Iran’s first semi-heavy missile-equipped submarine unveiled
Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani unveiled the first Iranian made semi-heavy submarine named
“Fateh” (“Conqueror” in Persian), capable of being fitted with missiles. It has subsurface-to-
surface missiles with a range of about 2,000 km (1,250 miles).

Chennai got its first Drainage-cleaning robot, Bandicoot
Bandicoot, a drainage-cleaning robot, has been introduced in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. It is a semi-
automatic robot can enter manholes for cleaning sewage lines with its robotic arm and is
equipped with 5 night-vision cameras to relay the scenario underneath.

Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated India’s first hi-tech forensic lab NCFL and CyPAD

in Dwarka, New Delhi
In order to achieve “Minimum Government, Maximum Governance” goal,Cyber Prevention
Awareness and Detection (CyPAD) Centre of Delhi Police and the National Cyber Forensic Lab
(NCFL) were inaugurated by Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh and LG Anil Baijal in Dwarka,
New Delhi.

Tele-law mobile app, Nyaya Bandhu launched by Department of Justice
A tele-law mobile application ‘Nyaya Bandhu’ was launched by the Union Minister for Law and
Justice and IT Ravi Shankar Prasad. It is pro bono legal service which is designed to connect
practising lawyers and the registered eligible beneficiaries in a hassle-free manner.

Pinarayi Vijayan inaugurated first humanoid police robot in India, KP-BOT
Kerala Chief Minister, Pinarayi Vijayan, inaugurated India’s first Humanoid Police Robot named
KP-BOT, ranked as Sub-Inspector (SI), at the Police Headquarters in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

China’s Xinhua unveils world’s first female Al news anchor
Chinese news agency Xinhua unveiled the world’s first female Al news anchor Xin Xiaomeng. She
has been developed by Xinhua in collaboration with Sogou Inc, a search engine company.She was
modelled after real-life Xinhua news anchor Qu Meng.

India’s LCA Tejas gets clearance for induction into IAF
Final Operational Clearance(FOC) was granted by the Centre for Military Airworthiness and
Certification (Cemilac), to Tejas- India’s Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) for induction into the Indian
Air Force (IAF). It will be inducted as a weaponised fighter jet.

Lockheed Martin unveiled new F-21 fighter jet to be made in India
US defence firm,Lockheed Martin,unveiled the F-21 multi-role fighter jet at Asia’s biggest air show
Aero India-2019, which will be manufactured in India, under Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s
flagship programme ‘Make in India’.

ENVIRONMENT

106 Coastal and Marine sites got identified under National Wildlife Action Plan

12|Page
Follow Us - FB.com/AffairsCloudOfficialPage Copyright 2019 @ AffairsCloud.Com




(“’1 ( ir .
‘~_ C d Current Affairs Weekly PDF

Nt /‘ Learn and Lead.

According to a biennial report released by the government, the Centre has identified 106 Coastal
and Marine sites as Conservation Reserves under its National Wildlife Action plan for the period
of 2017-2031.

Dolphin numbers have shrunk in Odisha, reveals Census
A census carried out by the Odisha’s forest and environment department on January 19, 2019
revealed that the population of dolphins in its waters has drastically declined from 469 in 2018 to
259 this year.

Scientists discover massive mountains under Earth’s crust
Massive mountains have been discovered by scientists. These mountains are located in the Earth'’s
mantle at a depth of 660 km, and could provide a breakthrough on how the planet was formed

Rare frog species discovered in Arunachal Pradesh
A rare frog species was found by Scientists at Zoological Survey of India (ZSI) in Lower Subansiri
district of Arunachal Pradesh. The Crimson coloured, Convex-Vented Horned Species
(Megophryspachyproctus), was collected from Tale Valley Wildlife Sanctuary of the district in
2017.

Tortoise feared extinct for 100 years spotted on Galapagos island
A species of tortoise- Fernandina Giant Tortoise, labelled by International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) as critically endangered and possibly extinct for the last 100 years, was
rediscovered in Galapagos Island of Fernandina.

Australian small brown rat becomes World’s first mammal to go extinct due to climate change
A small brown rat of bramble cay melomys species lived on a tiny island off northern Australia
and becomes the world’s first mammal to have become extinct due to “human-induced climate
change”.It was found only on a small sand island near the coast of Papua New Guinea.

SPORTS

Steyn overtakes Kapil, becomes joint 7th highest Test wicket-taker
South African pacer Dale Steyn overtook former Indian captain Kapil Dev to become joint 7th
highest wicket-taker along with England’s Stuart Broad in the all-time list of Test cricket after
registering figures of 4/48 against Sri Lanka.

Vidarbha clinches the Irani Cup title
Vidarbha became the only 3rd team Bombay and Karnataka in Indian Domestic Cricket history to
defend their Irani cup titles at Jamtha Stadium in Nagpur by defeating Rest of India (Rol).

83rd edition of the Senior National Badminton Championship held in Guwahati, Assam
During 83rd Yonex Sunrise Senior Badminton Nationals, Saina Nehwal retained her women'’s
singles crown while Sorabh Verma grabbed the men’s singles title.

Elise Mertens beats Simona Halep to win Qatar Open
Elise Merten, world number 21 from Belgium beat world number 3, Simona Halep to win the
Qatar Open held in Doha, Qatar. This is said to be the biggest title of her career.

India Win Team Event At Mallakhamb World Championship in Mumbai
First Mallakhamb World Championship was held in Shivaji Park in central Mumbai in which India
became the winner.

Ethiopian teenager Samuel Tefera broke a 22-year-old indoor world record in the 1,500 meters
A 22-year old men’s indoor world record in 1,500 metres was broken by Samuel Tefera, an
Ethiopian teenager. He broke the record at the Birmingham Indoor Grand Prix by finishing the
race in 3 minutes, 31.04 seconds .

Chris Gayle announces retirement from ODI
West Indies batsman Chris Gayle has announced his retirement from One Day Internationals
(ODIs) after the forthcoming World Cup in England and Wales.

Squash queen Nicol David to retire at end of 2018-19 PSA season
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35-year-old, Malaysian squash queen,35-year-old and 8-time world champion,Nicol David,
announced that she will be retiring at the end of the 2018-19 Professional Squash Association
(PSA) season in June 2019.

70th Strandja Memorial Tournament held in Sofia, Bulgaria
70th International Boxing Tournament Strandja 2019, hosted by European Boxing Confederation
(EUBC) was held at Sofia, Bulgaria. Russia topped the medals tally with 9 medals (5 Gold and 4
Bronze), followed by India at 2nd rank with 7 medals (3 Gold, 1 Silver, 3 Bronze) and USA at 3rd
with 8 medals (2 Gold, 1 Silver, 5 Bronze).

UAE Coach Irfan Ansari banned by ICC for 10 years
International Cricket Council (ICC) banned(United Arab Emirates) UAE-based coach Irfan Ansari
for a period of 10 years, from all forms of Cricket as he was found guilty of making a “corrupt
approach” to Pakistan captain Sarfaraz Ahmed in 2017.

Overview of the 2019 Qatar ExxonMobil Open
The 2019 Qatar Open, also known as 2019 Qatar ExxonMobil Open, is a Men’s Tennis Tournament
played on outdoor Hard Courts.It was the 27th edition of the Qatar Open. Roberto Bautista Agut
(Spain) clinched the Men’s Singles title.

Overview of the 2019 Qatar Total Open
The 2019 Qatar Total Open is a professional Women’s Tennis Tournament played on Hard Courts.
It was the 17th edition of the event. Elise Mertens (Belgium) clinched the Women'’s Singles title.

Chris Gayle broke Shahid Afridi’s record for “Most Sixes in International Cricket”
West Indies’ batsman, Chris Gayle, broke the record for “Most Sixes in International Cricket” by
achieving a feat of 477 international sixes at the 1st ODI between West Indies and England at the
Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados. It was his 444th match.

Shreyas Iyer slams 55-ball 147, highest ever T20 score by an Indian
Shreyas Iyer slammed a 55-ball 147 in Syed Mustaq Ali Trophy 2019 Group C match against
Sikkim in Indore. This is the highest ever T20 score by an Indian cricketer.It comprises of 7
boundaries and 15 sixes.

OBITUARY

Former Goa Deputy Chief Minister Francis D’Souza passed away
Former Goa Deputy Chief Minister and BJP Lawmaker, Francis D’Souza died in Healthway hospital
in Old Goa at the age of 64. He was born in Mapusa.
WWE legend Pedro Morales dies aged 76
Hailed from Puerto Rico, World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) hall of famer, Pedro Morales,
passed away at the age of 76. He was the first ever WWE Triple Crown Champion.
Former Goa Deputy Speaker and writer, Vishnu Wagh, dies aged 53
Eminent writer and former Deputy Speaker of Goa Legislative Assembly, Vishnu Wagh, suffered a
heart attack while touring in Cape Town, South Africa. He was 53 years old.
Former Afghan interim President Mojaddedi dead
Sibghatullah Mojaddedi, former Afghan mujahideen commander passed away in Kabul at the age
of 93, owing to prolonged illness.
"Badge of Honor" military novelist,W.E.B. Griffin, dead at age 89
American military veteran and novelist,William Edmund Butterworth III, better known as W.E.B.
Griffin (his pen name), died on 12th February 2019, at the age of 89.He belonged to New Jersey,
United States.
Scientist Wallace Smith Broecker who popularized the term “global warming” passed away at the
age of 87 in New York
Wallace Smith Broker, popular as ‘Grandfather of Climate Science’ died at the age of 87 at New
York. He popularised the term ‘global warming’.He was born in Chicago, Illinois, United States.
Hindi author and literary critic Namwar Singh passed away
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Mr.Namwar Singh from Varanasi,Uttarpradesh a famous Hindi author and known for his different
approach in Hindi literature through criticism.He died in New Delhi at the age of 92.

Bengali singer Pratik Choudhury passed away at the age of 55
Bengali singer Pratik Choudhary passed away in Kolkata, West Bengal due to cardiac arrest. He
hailed from West Bengal.

Hum Aapke Hain Koun Producer Rajkumar Barjatya Passes Away
Popular Bolly ,, ood film producer Rajkumar Barjatya passed away in Mumbai, Maharashtra. He
was born in Mumbai, Maharashtra.

BOOKS & AUTHORS

Governor of West Bengal, Keshari Nath Tripathi launches book 'Simplicity & Wisdom' authored by
Mr. Dinesh Shahra
'Simplicity & Wisdom' written by Dinesh Shahra was launched at Parmarth Ashram in Kumbh
Mela. Launched by the Governor ofWest Bengal- Keshari Nath Tripathi and Swami Chidanand
Saraswati, Head of Parmarth Ashram, this book is dedicated to Late Vedanti Swami
Pragananandji.
Book containing Venkaiah Naidu's selected speeches released by Pranab Mukherjee
Former President Shri Pranab Mukherjee released the book Selected Speeches: Volume-1, which
isa compilation of 92 selected speeches ofVice President Shri Venkaiah Naidu, in New Delhi.

IMPORTANT DAYS

February 20 observed as World Day of Social Justice
World Day of Social Justice is observed annually on February 20 to create attentiveness about
social justice based on gender, age, race, ethnicity, religion, culture or disability. Theme of 2019 -
'If you want Peace and Development, Work for Social Justice' to focuses on the goal of achieving
full employment for the bottom 40 per cent of people and support for social integration.
International Mother Language day observed on February 21,2019
International Mother Language day is observed annually on February 21 since 2000. It is
observed to promote linguistic diversity and multilingual education. Theme for the year 2019-
"Indigenous languages matter for development, peace building and reconciliation”.
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