Monthly Current Affair of August, 2020 in English

01-08-2020

Private non-life insurer Bharti AXA General Insurance has received Rs 800 crore worth crop insurance
mandate from Maharashtra and Karnataka governments to insure farmers in both the states under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY).

DRDO has established a COVID-19 testing facility at the Leh based laboratory Defence Institute of High
Altitude Research (DIHAR) to enhance the rate of testing to identify the Corona cases in the Union
Territory of Ladakh.

A three MW Solar Power Plant was commissioned at the Indian Naval Academy (INA), Ezhimala, by Vice
Admiral Anil Kumar Chawla, Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Southern Naval Command.

The Competition Commission of India (CCl) approves acquisition of Krishnapatnam Port Company
Limited by Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Limited.

Swiss engineering major ABB India has bagged an order to execute the country's largest process
automation and safety system projects in the agro-chemical sector from Deccan Fine Chemicals.

India's High Commissioner to Bangladesh Riva Ganguly Das has been appointed as the Secretary (East) in
the Ministry of External Affairs.

Senior IPS officers B Satheesh Balan and Ashwin Shenvi have been appointed as Deputy Inspector
General and Superintendent of Police respectively in the CBI.

China successfully launched its first Mars probe from the Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site in the
southern island province of Hainan.

Former fast bowler Michael Kasprowicz has resigned from his post as a Non-executive director of Cricket
Australia (CA).

The Director-General of Railway Protection Force, Arun Kumar, has been nominated as the vice-
chairman of the Security Platform of the Paris-based International Union of Railways.
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The Department of Science and Technology has launched the India-Russia Joint Technology Assessment
and Accelerated Commercialization Programme in partnership with the Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry and Foundation for Assistance to Small Innovative Enterprises of the Russian
Federation.

The Indian Railways will complete this process of fitting radio-frequency identification tags (RFID) in all
the wagons by December 2022.

Ministry of Shipping has decided to waive waterway usage charges with immediate effect considering
the Government of India’s vision to promote inland waterways as a supplementary, eco-friendly and
cheaper mode of transport.

Department of Biotechnology has provided seed funding for the development of Gennova’s novel self-
amplifying mRNA-based vaccine candidate for COVID19.

Mumbai-based firm Vishat Diagnostics has received approval from the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) for supplying COVID-19 rapid testing antigen kit manufactured by Coris BioConcept.

Senior bureaucrat Rajesh Bhushan has been appointed health secretary as part of a minor top-level
bureaucratic reshuffle.

Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) said Partha Pratim Sengupta has been appointed as its new managing
director and chief executive.

After leading Liverpool to their first title in 30 years, Jordan Henderson has been named the Football
Writers' Association's Footballer of the Year.

Eminent dancer and choreographer Amala Shankar died at the age of 101.

The eagerly-awaited Indian Premier League (IPL) will start on September 19 in the United Arab Emirates
with the final slated on November 8.
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The government has notified new rules and regulations for e-commerce companies under the Consumer
Protection Act 2019. It made it mandatory to display the 'country of origin' on their products stating that
any non-compliance will attract penal action.

India and the United Kingdom have affirmed their shared commitment towards Free Trade Agreement
between both the countries.

The first container train to Bangladesh was flagged off from the Container Corporation of India Ltd's
terminal at Majerhat, Kolkata.

In Gujarat, India’s first honey testing laboratory has been set up at the National Dairy Development
Board in Anand district.

The Union Government has issued a certificate of Gl registration for the saffron grown in the Kashmir
valley.

Express logistics firm Gati has appointed Shashi Kiran Shetty, the founder-chairman of Allcargo Logistics
which controls the former after a merger, as its chairman.

The Reserve Bank of India has signed necessary documents for extending a USD 400 million currency
swap facility to Sri Lanka.

Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari has been appointed as the new commander-in-chief of the Indian Air
Force's Western Air Command.

Senior advocate and author Bhaskarrao Avhad passed away in Pune. He was 78.

The next Premier League soccer season will begin on Sept. 12 and finish on May 23.
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As a tribute to soldiers who fought valiantly and made supreme sacrifice in the Kargil war, the President
of India, Ram Nath Kovind presented a cheque of Rs 20 lakh to the Army Hospital (Research and
Referral), Delhi, to buy equipment that will help doctors and paramedics to combat the Covid-19
pandemic effectively.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually inaugurated three new high-throughput labs of the Indian
Council of Medical Research in Noida, Kolkata, and Mumbai.

Haryana will host the 4th Khelo India Youth Games.

The United Nations Environment Programme has accredited the Isha Foundation with Observer status
to the United Nations Environment Assembly and its subsidiary bodies.

Maurice Petty, part of a racing dynasty and the first engine builer to be inducted into the NASCAR Hall of
Fame, has died. He was 81.

Late NBA Commissioner David Stern has been added to the Women's Basketball Hall of Fame induction
class.

Queen Elizabeth Il has joined in the virtual unveiling of a new portrait commissioned by Britain''s Foreign
Office to honor her services to diplomacy.

India and the European Union have renewed their agreement to expand scientific and technological
cooperation aimed at strengthening their collaboration in this area in the next five years.

Atul Garg, State Minister, Medical and Health, Family Welfare Maternal and Child Welfare Department,
Uttar Pradesh, inaugurated the first plasma bank at the Rotary Noida Blood Bank in Sector 31.

Educationist and NCP leader Mahadev Chowghule died in Mumbai. He was 76.
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Union Minister for Chemicals and Fertilizers DV Sadananda Gowda launched four schemes of
Department of Pharmaceuticals for promotion of domestic manufacturing of bulk drugs and medical
devices parks in the country.

Government has banned 47 more Chinese apps.

Scientists in Singapore have developed a method to improve the speed of obtaining Covid-19 laboratory
test results in 36 minutes or by up to four times.

Vietnam has postponed its hosting of Asia's largest security forum, which includes North Korea, and an
annual meeting of Southeast Asian foreign ministers by a month to September due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

Two-time Oscar winner Hollywood icon Olivia de Havilland died at the age of 104.

Ashesh Dhar, the Head of Sales, Marketing & Customer Care, Electric Vehicles, Tata Motors, passed
away.

Striker Jamie Vardy became the first player in Leicester City's history to win the Premier League Golden
Boot after netting 23 goals across a remarkable 2019/20 season.

Everton vice-captain Leighton Baines has announced his retirement from football.

Young Bangladesh pacer Kazi Anik Islam has been handed a two-year ban by the national cricket board
for failing a dope test in 2018.

Austrian Rocks beat Italian Style in the final to be crowned champions of the first Online Shooting
League (OSL).
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Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution Ram Vilas Paswan launched the Bureau
of Indian Standard’s Mobile App ‘BIS-Care’ and three portals — the Standardization, Conformity
Assessment and Training Portals of e-BIS on www.manakonline.in for consumers.

Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar released the All India Tiger Estimation Report-2018 on
the eve of Global Tiger Day 2020.

Defence Ministers’ Dialogue between India and Indonesia was held in New Delhi.
IRCTC and SBI Card together launched their new Co-branded Contactless Credit Card on RuPay Platform.

Vice Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi, AVSM, NM handed over charge as the Commandant, Indian Naval
Academy (INA) to Vice Admiral MA Hampiholi, AVSM, NM after a successful tenure of over 13 months.

MoES-Knowledge Resource Centre Network (KRCNet) launched on the Foundation Day of Ministry of
Earth Sciences.

In a handing over ceremony, 10 Broad Gauge (BG) locomotives were virtually flagged off to Bangladesh
by the External Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar and the Minister of Railways and Commerce &
Industry, Piyush Goyal.

Ministry of Earth Sciences launched Mobile App "Mausam” for India Meteorological Department on its
Foundation Day Celebrations.

Levels of nitrogen dioxide fell by more than 70 per cent during the lockdown in New Delhi, a UN
Secretary-General's Policy Brief on 'COVID-19 in an Urban World' said.

Tata Motors-owned Jaguar Land Rover (JLR) said Thierry Bollore has been appointed as the company's
CEO with effect from September 10.

Fintech platform Pine Labs has appointed Nitish Asthana as their President and COO.

Veteran actor Kumkum, who featured in over 100 Hindi films and popular songs such as 'Kabhi aar,
Kabhi paar' and 'Mere Mehboob Qayamat Hogi', passed away. She was 86.
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Multilateral funding agency ADB has approved USD 3 million (about Rs 22 crore) grant to India from its
Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund to further support the government's emergency response to
COVID-19 pandemic.

The first batch of the five Rafale fighter jets has landed at the Ambala air base.

The Union Cabinet has approved the new National Education Policy (NEP) and renamed the Human
Resource and Development Ministry as Education Ministry.

Iconic Indian football club Mohun Bagan went global as it became the country's first ever sports entity to
feature on NASDAQ billboards in New York's Times Square.

Domestic veteran Rajat Bhatia announced retirement from all forms of cricket.

David Rubin has been reelected as the president of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences
(AMPAS).

Domestic rating agency Icra appointed N Sivaraman as its new Managing Director and Group Chief
Executive Officer.

Shaankar Sen, the chairman of Kolkata-based Senco Gold and Diamonds, passed away in Kolkata. He was
63.

Sahebzadi Basheerunnisa Begum, the last surviving daughter of Nizam Mir Osman Ali Khan, the last ruler
of the erstwhile Hyderabad State, passed away in Hyderabad. She was 93.

Veteran actor, writer, director and producer Raavi Kondala Rao died in Hyderabad. Rao was 88.
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Mauritius Mr Pravind Jugnauth, jointly
inaugurated the new Supreme Court building in Mauritius through video conference.

The government has imposed safeguard duty on solar cells for one more year till July 2021 to protect
domestic manufacturers and discourage cheap imports from countries like China.

Union Power Minister Raj Kumar Singh dedicates 3 wind projects with 800 MW capacity to the nation.
The 72nd Primetime Emmy Awards will be held virtually this year due to coronavirus pandemic.
José Reyes has retired from baseball, almost two years after playing his final game.

Noted freedom fighter, Gandhian and theatre personality of Odisha, Kashinath Sahoo, died in Pipili. He
was 108.

Renowned musician, lyricist and composer from Sikkim, Sonam Tshering Lepcha passed away.

B S Yediyurappa, Karnataka Chief Minister laid the foundation stone for the Rs 5,000 crore Bengaluru
Lifesciences Park.

IT company Tech Mahindra and Hinduja Group's CyQureX announced a global partnership to jointly offer
cyber security solutions.

Online investment and wealth management platform Paytm Money announced the appointment of
Varun Sridhar as its new Chief Executive Officer.
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The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge), Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), MoS
PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr lJitendra Singh laid
foundation stones online for various construction works being undertaken under PMGSY-Il in J&K.

Union Minister for Road Transport, Highways and MSMEs Nitin Gadkari inaugurated the upstream
carriageway of Mahatma Gandhi bridge over river Ganga through video conference in Bihar.

Atal Innovation Mission launched 'AIM-iCREST', in partnership with Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and
Wadhwani Foundation focused on creating high performing Startups.

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) inked a deal with the KVIC to procure a variety of 'swadeshi' and
'khadi' goods for around 10 lakh personnel of the Central Armed Police Forces.

S N Rajeswari has been appointed the Chairman-cum-Managing Director of Oriental Insurance Company
Limited.

Engineering major ABB India has opened a new robotics facility to support the digital transformation of
manufacturing in India.

Markets regulator Sebi allowed listed companies to use digital signature certifications till December 31.

Former India cricketer Virender Sehwag and hockey stalwart Sardar Singh were included in a 12-member
committee constituted by the sports ministry to select this year's National Sports Awards winners.

Former Saurashtra coach and manager Hasmukhbhai Joshi, popularly known as 'Bababhai' Joshi, has
passed away. He was 85.

Queensland fast bowler Alister McDermott has announced his retirement at the age of 29.
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China formally launched full global services of its BeiDou-3 Navigation Satellite System (BDS) to rival the
widely-used American GPS and provide independent navigation structure for its increasingly
modernising military.

Union Minister for MSME, Nitin Gadkari launched the Gift Box, developed by Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC).

Ambitious One Nation One Ration card scheme has been extended to four more states. They are
Manipur, Nagaland, Jammu and Kashmir and Uttarakhand.

Rajya Sabha member and former Samajwadi Party leader Amar Singh passed away in Singapore. He was
64.

Dinesh Kumar Batra assumed charge as Director (Finance) of Navratna defence PSU Bharat Electronics
Limited.

Legendary England all-rounder lan Botham has been made a member of the House of Lords of the
British Parliament.

The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) signed an agreement with Indo Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP)for supply of mustard oil.

The NHAI has cleared a Rs 4,000 crore project that includes faster connectivity to Chandigarh from
Ludhiana, a spokesperson of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways.

Mohammedan Sporting Club appointed Yan Law as their head coach for the upcoming season.

Retail inflation for industrial workers eased to 5.06 percent in June this year from 8.59 percent in the
same month of 2019.
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An Indian-origin dancer who transformed his dance classes into free Bhangracise sessions online to help
people stay fit during the coronavirus lockdown has bagged a Points of Light honour from UK Prime
Minister Boris Johnson.

In Maharashtra, Minister of State for Electronics, Communication, and IT, Sanjay Dhotre inaugurated
'Bharat Air Fibre Services' at Akola.

Union Minister for MSME, Nitin Gadkari has approved a unique employment generation program
proposed by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) to make India Aatmanirbhar in Agarbatti
production.

State-run NMDC said Sumit Deb has taken over as its Chairman-cum Managing Director.

An Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee alumnus has won the prestigious Zinnov Award 2020 for his
contribution to the field of artificial intelligence and data analytics.

UP Minister of Technical Education Kamal Rani Varun died of the coronavirus in Lucknow. She was 62.
Former speaker of Goa Assembly and BJP leader Anant Shet died.He was 59.

Indian talisman Sunil Chhetri was voted as the favourite player of the 2019 AFC Asian Cup by fans as he
finished ahead of Eldor Shomurodov of Uzbekistan.

Winger Lior Refaelov scored the winning goal against his former club as Royal Antwerp beat Club Brugge
1-0 in the Belgian Cup final in the country's first competitive game since March.

Defender Chancel Mbemba scored twice to lead 10-man FC Porto to a 2-1 victory over Benfica in the
Portuguese Cup final.
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A group of researchers from IIT Kharagpur has been conferred the 'Gandhian Young Technological
Innovation Awards 2020' for developing a mechanism for generating electricity from wet clothes left
under sunlight to dry.

Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu bordering Gujarat has launched E-Gyan
Mitra mobile app for online education.

Mr. Jaideep Bhatnagar, an Indian Information Service Officer of 1986 batch, has taken over the charge as
Director General, News Services Division of All India Radio.

IPL 2020 will be played from September 19 to November 10 this year in the UAE.

Sir Philip Barton, the British High Commissioner to India based in New Delhi, was promoted as a minister
in the newly formed Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office.

Jharkhand Governor Droupadi Murmu inaugurated "Rashtriya Charkha" at the Raj Bhavan and laid
foundation stones to install statues of martyrs of Jharkhand at the Raj Bhavan.

India has imposed anti-dumping duty on digital printing plates from China, Japan, Korea, Taiwan and
Vietnam for five years with a view to guard domestic manufacturers from cheap imports from these
countries.

Digital banking fintech startup Niyo has acquired mutual funds investment platform Goalwise in a cash-
and-stock deal to expand its product offering.

IT company Tech Mahindra started a coronavirus screening service 'Mhealthy', which can also detect
COVID-19 antibodies.

Bureaucrats Ajay Jain, Vivek Johri and Sungita Sharma have been appointed as members of the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC).
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Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ along with Chief Minister of Himachal Pradesh
Shri Jai Ram Thakur laid the foundation stone of Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Sirmaur in
Himachal Pradesh through online mode.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the Foundation Stone of "Shree Ram Janmabhoomi Mandir" at
Ayodhya.

A Tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between Department of Defence (DoD)
Ministry of Defence (MoD), Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG) and
Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IITK).

Union Minister of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar launched the Sahakar
Cooptube NCDC Channel, a new initiative by National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC).

The book “The Swachh Bharat Revolution”, edited by Parameswaran lyer, Secretary of Department of
Drinking Water and Sanitation has been translated into Hindi and published by as the Swachh Bharat
Kranti.

Union Minister of State for Culture & Tourism (Independent charge) Prahlad Singh Patel virtually
inaugurated the “Thenzawl Golf Resort” Project implemented under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme of
Ministry of Tourism, Government of India.

Information and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar launched DD Assam 24x7 channel through
video conferencing.

Pune Collector Naval Kishore Ram has been appointed as Deputy Secretary in the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO).

Theatre legend Ebrahim Alkazi passed away. He was 94.

Noted folk singer, composer and writer Vangapandu Prasada Rao died. He was 77.
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Scientists from the Institute of Nano Science and Technology (INST), an autonomous institute of the
Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, have developed an equipment-free
fluoride ion detection and quantification in drinking water with the naked-eye.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a commemorative postage stamp on the 'Shree Ram
Janmabhoomi Mandir'.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi became the first Prime Minister of the country to visit the Ram
Janmabhoomi in Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh.

Telecom company Bharti Airtel announced a multi-year strategic collaboration with Amazon Web
Services to offer a suite of cloud solutions to businesses in India.

The Andhra Pradesh government signed a pact with Hyderabad-based Indian School of Business (ISB) for
setting up a public policy lab to help achieve economic recovery and growth in the post-COVID-19
period.

Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar launched 'Parivar Pehchan Patras' to enable the citizens to
get the benefits of various central and state government schemes.

Domestic steel major JSW Steel Mark Bush has been appointed as the CEO of its US operations.
Former Maharashtra chief minister Shivaji Patil Nilangekar died in Pune. He was 89.

Dr Dave A Chokshi, a 39-year-old Indian-origin physician with expertise in public health, has been
appointed as New York City’s new health commissioner.

Former Spain captain and goalkeeper Iker Casillas announced his retirement from football at the age of
39.
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Defence Institute of Advanced Technology (DIAT) Pune, an autonomous organization under the
Department of Defence Research & Development, DRDO, won 1st prize in Smart India Hackathon (SIH)-
2020.

RBI governor Dr. Shaktikanta Das said that the apex bank's monetary policy committee has decided to
unanimously leave the policy repo rate unchanged at 4 per cent.

The Reserve Bank of India raised the permissible loan to value ratio for gold loans for non-agricultural
purposes to 90 per cent from 75 per cent.

The President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Manoj Sinha as the new Lieutenant Governor of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi delivered the Inaugural Address at the ‘Conclave on Transformational
Reforms in Higher Education under National Education Policy’ through video conference.

India has extended Line of Credit worth 18 million US dollars to the Government of Maldives for the
expansion of fishing facilities at Maldives Industrial Fisheries Company (MIFCO).

Ajay Tyagi has been given an 18 month extension as the chairman of markets regulator Securities and
Exchange Board of India, SEBI. His term will continue till February 2022.

Delhi-based writer and activist Sadia Dehlvi has passed away. She was 63.
Veteran TV Actor Sameer Sharma has died at age 44.
Venezuela's soccer federation president Jesus Berardinelli has died. Berardinelli was 61.

Poland''s conservative President Andrzej Duda has been sworn in for a second term before parliament
members.

Odisha FC appointed Brazilian Rogerio Ramos as the new goalkeeping coach of the team ahead of the
seventh season of the Hero Indian Super League.
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In view of the disruptions caused by COVID-19, the Reserve Bank of India introduced an optional
automated sweep-in and sweep-out (ASISO) facility in electronic platform e-Kuber system to help banks
manage liquidity.

Minister of Railways Piyush Goyal and Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar flagged off the
country's first Kisan Special Parcel Train or Kisan Rail through video link.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Rashtriya Swachhata Kendra, an interactive experience
centre on the Swachh Bharat Mission, on 8th August, 2020.

Textiles Minister Smriti Irani launched Mobile app and a portal to propagate handloom industry.

Amid the rising cases of coronavirus in Uttar Pradesh, a new COVID-19 government hospital inaugurated
in Sector 39 of Noida in the Gautam Buddh Nagar district by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

Educationist Professor Pradeep Kumar Joshi was appointed as the chairman of the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC).

US President Donald Trump has signed executive orders banning popular Chinese apps like TikTok and
WecChat.

The pandemic-delayed London Marathon will be staged on 4 October using a different route than usual
and with only elite runners participating.

Online retailer Amazon and D-Mart have emerged as winners in a report based on customer experience
scores by the data, insights and consulting firm Kantar.

e ——
www.onlineaavedan.com Page 16



Monthly Current Affair of August, 2020 in English

17-08-2020

E-commerce marketplace Flipkart has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the One
District, One Product (ODOP) scheme of the Uttar Pradesh government to bring artisans, weavers and
craftsmen into mainstream business.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated via video conferencing the submarine Optical Fibre Cable
(OFC) connecting Chennai and Port Blair on August 10.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the financing facility of Rs. 1 lakh crore under the Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund on 9th August via video conferencing.

President Ram Nath Kovind administered the oath of office to Girish Chandra Murmu as Comptroller
and Auditor General of India (CAG) at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

India will host the ICC Men’s T20 Cricket World Cup 2021.
In Sri Lanka, Mahinda Rajapaksa took oath as the new Prime Minister.

Former wicketkeeper Lanka de Silva has been appointed as interim head coach of the Sri Lankan
women''s team.

UPSC's new chairman Pradeep Kumar Joshi will have a tenure till April 4, 2022.

The Directorate of Cashew Research (DCR) in Karnataka has launched a mobile app that would provide
information related to the crop’s cultivation, market data and research for stakeholders, including the
farmers.

Leading depository CDSL has received clearance from UIDAI to carry out e-KYC authentication using
Aadhaar.

e ——
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Santosh Kumar Gangwar, Minister of State (I/C) for Labour & Employment and Manohar Lal Khattar,
Chief Minister of Haryana inaugurated Plasma Bank at ESIC Medical College and Hospital, Faridabad
(Haryana) through video conference from Haryana Bhawan, New Delhi.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh announced that India will ban import of 101 defence equipment, adding
that the items will be manufactured in the country under the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative.

Former India defender and Mohun Bagan captain Manitombi Singh died at the age of 39.

The Punjab Cricket Association has decided to name its new stadium in Mullanpur after the last ruler of
erstwhile Patiala state, late Maharaja Yadavindra Singh, who played a Test match for India in 1934.

The 15th edition of Mahindra Excellence in Theatre Awards (META) will be given to the best of the best
in theatre at what is claimed to be the first-of-its-kind "virtual award ceremony" on Aug 30.

Private sector Indusind Bank has acquired 7.82 per cent stake in battery maker Eveready Industries by
invoking pledged shares following loan default.

A total of 93 international cricketers, including England's World Cup-winning pacer Liam Plunkett and
New Zealand seamer Tim Southee, have been listed for the inaugural edition of the Lanka Premier
League (LPL) beginning on August 28.

Earthmoving and construction equipment major JCB Group announced appointment of Deepak Shetty
as Deputy CEO and Managing Director of JCB India Ltd.

Juventus have appointed Andrea Pirlo as their new head coach on a two-year deal.

Business magnate Mukesh Ambani is the fourth richest person in the world with a personal wealth of
$80.6 billion in 2020, according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index.

Noted Professor and theatre director Pitambarlal Rajani died of coronavirus in Tamil Nadu's Coimbatore.
He was 80.
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Minister for Environment and Forest Prakash Javadekar released document on Best Practices and launch
a portal on Human Elephant Conflict on the eve of World Elephant Day, 2020.

President Ram Nath Kovind honoured 202 freedom fighters across the country on the occasion of the
78th anniversary of Quit India Day.

The central government has given in-principle approval for setting up a National Institute of Virology
(NIV) Centre for the north zone in Punjab.

Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu laid the foundation stone for a Rs 46 crore housing complex for Rajya
Sabha employees.

Bangladesh has decided to construct a monument for the Indian soldiers who died in 1971 during the
country’s struggle for independence from Pakistan.

Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has announced Mukhya Mantri Kisan Sahay Yojana for the current
Kharif season.

Auto component maker Steel Strips Wheels has bagged export orders worth over USD 237,000 (about Rs
1.77 crore) from the United States.

WWE legend James Harris, popularly known to fans as Kamala, has passed away at age 70.
Frances Allen, pioneering computer scientist, passed away at the age of 88.

Red Bull KTM Factory Racing rider Brad Binder clinched his first MotoGP win at the Czech Republic
Grand Prix.
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Aarogya Setu, the APP developed to track and trace COVID19 situation in the country has recorded 15
crore downloads till date. Due to its huge support from the people AROGYA SETU becomes the the most
downloaded Covid-19 contact tracing app across the world.

Renowned Urdu poet Rahat Indori passed away in Indore in Madhya Pradesh. He was 70.

Noted yesteryear Tamil film lyricist P K Muthusami passed away in R Pudupatti village in Namakkal, near
Trichy. He was 100.

Veteran sports journalist GK Menon died in suburban Mumbai. He was 93.

Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Prakash Javadekar unveiled e-version of the book
‘Connecting, Communicating, Changing’ the Vice President of India’s three years in office.

Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated the National Infrastructure
Pipeline, NIP, Online Dashboard in New Delhi through video conferencing.

Billionaire Mukesh Ambani's Reliance Industries has jumped 10 places to break into the world's top 100
companies on the Fortune Global 500 list.

The upgraded state-of-the-art Maareech Integration Facility at the Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) was
inaugurated by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh.

The actual date of completion for the dry dock project at the Cochin Shipyard Ltd has been revised to
December 2022.

India’s KN Ananthapadmanabhan has been included in ICC’s international panel of umpires following
compatriot Nitin Menon’s promotion to the elite panel.

Russia has named its first approved COVID-19 vaccine 'Sputnik V' for foreign markets.
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A microwave device named ‘Atulya’ which can disinfect premises in just 30 seconds, disintegrating
COVID 19 virus was unveiled by Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways and Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises Nitin Gadkari in Nagpur.

Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar has launched ICAR's data recovery centre - Krishi Megh.

The defence ministry approved military procurement worth Rs 8,722 crore including 106 basic trainer
aircraft for the Indian Air Force.

The “Union Home Minister's Medal for Excellence in Investigation” for the year 2020 have been
awarded to 121 Police personnel.

The Tripura government has decided to start neighbourhood classes for school students, mostly in
remote areas, who do not have television sets, computer or mobile phones.

Reliance Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Reliance Industries Ltd, has forged a new partnership with
US Agency for International Development and W-GDP to bridge the gender digital divide in India.

Indian-origin California senator Kamala Harris has been selected by the Democratic presidential
nominee, Joe Biden, as his Vice-Presidential running mate.

Bihar Assembly Speaker Vijay Kumar Choudhary unveiled a book titled '"Cryptic Crossword- Hal Karne Ke
Saral Tarike".

Electric mobility startup eBikeGO has roped in Indian cricketer Harbhajan Singh as its brand ambassador.

The Indian football team will not see any action this year with the Asian qualifying matches for the 2022
FIFA World Cup getting postponed to 2021 owing to the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Eicher Motors said its subsidiary VE Commercial Vehicles has entered into a business transfer agreement
to acquire Volvo Group India"'s bus business for a cash consideration of Rs 100.50 crore.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched a platform for “Transparent Taxation — Honoring the Honest”
via video conferencing on the 13th August 2020.

Chairman Railway Board has launched E-pass module of Human Resource Management System (HRMS)
developed by CRIS through video conferencing.

Sameer Gehlaut has stepped down as the Executive Chairman of Indiabulls Housing Finance (IBHFL).

In a bid to financially empower women, the assam government has decided to provide Rs 830 per
month each to 17 lakh families under the ambitious '‘Orunodoi' Scheme.

Niti Aayog announced it has selected Oracle to help it modernise vital IT infrastructure in 112 most
backward districts as part of its Aspirational Districts Programme.

US-based tech company New Relic announced to appoint Adobe APAC managing director Ben Goodman
as senior vice president for its business in the ASEAN, India, Greater Hong Kong and Korea regions.

North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) became the first federal state in Germany to introduce compulsory use

of face masks in classrooms.
Fashion designer and ex-model Simar Dugal passed away aged 52.

Congress leader and spokesperson Rajiv Tyagi passed away. He was 52.

e ——
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Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched four products each by OFB and BEML, two by BEL and one
each by HAL, BDL, MDL, GRSE and GSL, developed by respective DPSUs/ OFB.

Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju launched the largest country-wide run, the Fit India Freedom Run.
A total of 926 Police personnel have been awarded Medals on the occasion of Independence Day, 2020.

Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan inaugurated a Mega Blood Donation Camp dedicated to Corona
Warriors at All India Institute Of Medical Sciences, AIIMS in New Delhi.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched the Naval Innovation and Indigenisation Organisation (NIIO)
through an online webinar.

In Gujarat, two over bridges of Ahmedabad city have been named after late Arun Jaitley and Sushma
Swaraj.

Vice Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi assumed charge as Director General Naval Operations (DGNO).

An Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPV) for the Indian Coast Guard was launched and re-christened as Indian
Coast Guard Ship ‘Sarthak’ by Veena Ajay Kumar.

GoAir has appointed Kaushik Khona as its chief executive officer (CEO).

Reigning Olympic marathon champion Eliud Kipchoge was named the ambassador of the fund-raising
initiative "Sunfeast India Run As One".
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Four Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) personnel, who laid down their lives while rescuing people
in Delhi's CGO complex and Mumbai's ONGC firefight, were awarded the Shaurya Chakra on the eve of
Independence Day.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the launch of National Digital Health Mission.

President Ram Nath Kovind has approved 84 gallantry awards for defence personnel, including nine
Shaurya Chakra.

Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju on the occasion of the 74th Independence Day launched the Fit India Youth
Clubs, an initiative to promote fitness across the country.

The Indian Olympic Association launched its 'Ek India Team India' digital campaign on the occasion of the
country's 74th Independence Day.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel announced to launch a special scheme 'Padhai Tunhar Duar'
under which school students will be able to learn in their respective localities in view of the suspension
of classes due to the coronavirus outbreak.

Donald Trump's marketing campaign, making an attempt to develop into the President of the United
States for the second time in a row, has shaped four new organizations to woo Indian-Americans, Sikhs,
Muslims and different South Asian communities.

Former US vice president Joe Biden and Indian-origin Senator Kamala Harris formally signed the required
documents to get nominated as the presidential and vice-presidential candidates of the Democratic
Party for the general elections.

Amul, brand of the Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation, said it has decided to digitise the
artificial insemination service for dairy animals in its operational area.

Financial technology firm BharatPe announced the appointment of Suhail Sameer as group president.
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Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu launched the "Arunachal Pradesh Challenge
Entrepreneurship Programme" to boost entrepreneurship among the people and to set up more
industrial units in the state.

Former Cricketer and cabinet minister in the Uttar Pradesh government, Chetan Chauhan passed away.
He was 73.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh approved NCC proposal for major expansion to cover 173 border and
coastal districts.

Union Minister Smriti Irani inaugurated 151 "utkarsh'" anganwadi centres and a "Sakhi" app for its
workers.

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police, ITBP has launched a fit India freedom run at all its border posts and
formations in the country.

National Thermal Power Corporation, NTPC has developed an infrastructure at Rihand project in Uttar
Pradesh to transport fly ash in bulk to cement plants at a cheaper cost.

State-owned Punjab National Bank launched a campaign to encourage customers to use digital banking
channels.

Polish Defence Minister Mariusz Blaszczak and US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo signed an agreement
for the expansion of the US military presence and the creation of a regional headquarter in Poland.

The first world ranking archery event since the Covid-19 pandemic brought the sport to a halt is
scheduled to be held in Antalya in Turkey in October.

Former Indian Cricket Team Skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni announced his retirement from
International Cricket. Suresh Raina has also announced his retirement from International Cricket.
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The government launched a first-of-its-kind online platform containing "comprehensive" health and
nutrition-related information about the country's tribal population which, officials say, will help in
making evidence-based policies for Scheduled Tribes.

Union Road and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari laid the foundation stone for 13 highway projects in
Manipur through video conferencing.

In a testament to the focussed, consistent and coordinated efforts of the Centre and the State/UT
governments, India has set a new landmark of conducting 3 crore tests.

Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has constructed a 180-feet bailey bridge in Jauljibi sector of
Pithoragarh district, Uttarakhand in less than three weeks despite frequent landslides and heavy rains.

Bengaluru and Delhi ranked 26th and 27th, respectively, globally in annual price appreciation of luxury
residential properties, according to Knight Frank report.

The UK government has launched a 3-million pound innovation challenge fund in India to support
scientists in academia and industry to tackle the most acute global challenges like COVID-19 and the
threat to the environment.

Former Manchester City captain Vincent Kompany ended his 17-year playing career to focus on being
head coach of Belgian team Anderlecht.

Chris Nenzani has resigned as Cricket South Africa (CSA) president with immediate effect following a
tumultuous seven-year reign that was marred by allegations of corruption.

Ronnie O'Sullivan became world snooker champion for the sixth time and at the age of 44 by beating
fellow Englishman Kyren Wilson 18-8 in the final.

Hospitality major Indian Hotels Company Ltd (IHCL) has joined hands with Tata Power for supply of solar
energy for its Mumbai hotels.

Indian classical vocalist Pandit Jasraj passed away. He was 90.

Director-actor Nishikant Kamat passed away in Hyderabad. He was 50.
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Skipper Virat Kohli remained at the second position in the batting chart which has two more Indians in
the top 10 in the latest ICC Test player rankings issued.

Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa, who was next in line to become the Chief Election Commissioner,
resigned to join the Asian Development Bank.

Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO has developed an equipment named UV
blaster which is a Ultra Violet based area sanitiser.

Goa governor Satya Pal Malik was transferred to Meghalaya.

Fantasy gaming platform Dreaml11l won the IPL title sponsorship rights with a bid of Rs 222 crore,
replacing Chinese mobile phone company Vivo for a four and a half month deal.

Eight binational teams of researchers from India and the US have been selected for pursuing cutting-
edge research in pathogenesis and disease management of COVID-19.

Cricket South Africa named Beresford Williams as its acting president while also confirming that interim
Chief Executive Officer Jacques Faul has stepped down from his post.

Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu India LLP (Deloitte) has announced the acquisition of advertising and
marketing advisory and analytics firm Spatial Access.

Auto component maker Steel Strips Wheels has bagged export orders worth over USD 1.7 million (about
Rs 13 crore) from the United States.

The Asian Boxing Championships, which was to be held in India in November-December, has been
postponed to next year owing to the disruption caused by the coronavirus pandemic.
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Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha e-inaugurated 12 completed developmental
projects and laid e-foundation stone of three projects of public importance in Ganderbal district.

Union Cabinet approved a proposal to set up National Recruitment Agency that will conduct Common
Eligibility Test.

The Union Cabinet approved the proposal for leasing out airports at Jaipur, Guwahati and
Thiruvananthapuram through public-private partnership (PPP).

Electronics and IT Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad launched Swadeshi Microprocessor Challenge - Innovate
Solutions for Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

Indian Institute of Technology, Madras has retained its number-one position in the list of top innovative
educational institutes in India for the second consecutive year.

Reserve Bank of India has unveiled the framework for setting up of pan-India Umbrella Entity for Retail
Payments.

Mahindra Racing announced that Formula E race winner Alexander Sims will compete for the Indian
outfit in the 2020-21 season.

Essel Group promoter Subhash Chandra has been appointed "Chairman Emeritus" of media company
Zee Entertainment Enterprises Ltd.

Actor-writer Tyler Perry and his The Perry Foundation will receive the 2020 Governors Award, the
Television Academy has announced.

Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd has acquired a majority equity stake in digital pharma market place
Netmeds for a cash consideration of around Rs 620 crore.
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Hindalco Industries, a global leader in aluminium and copper, has signed an MoU with UltraTech Cement
to deliver 1.2 million metric tonne of bauxite residue annually to the cement company's 14 plants
located across seven states.

Indore won the coveted title of the Cleanest City of India in the national Swachh Survekshan 2020

awards.

Senator Kamala Harris becomes first Indian American to accept Democratic Party nomination for Vice
President postin US.

India and Israel signed a cultural agreement that outlines a three-year programme of cooperation to
further strengthen their strategic bilateral relations by promoting greater people-to-people exchanges.

The Pakistan Cricket Board appointed former skipper Mohammad Yousuf as the batting coach of its
National High Performance Centre in Lahore.

According to the National Cancer Registry Programme (NCRP) 2012-2016 report, Mizoram's Aizawl
district has reported the highest age-adjusted cancer incidence rate among males in the country for five
years from 2012.

Rajasthan chief minister Ashok Gehlot launched the 'Indira Rasoi Yojana' to provide quality nutritious
food to the poor at just Rs 8.

Acharya Balkrishna has resigned as the Managing Director of Ruchi Soya Industries "due to his
preoccupation”.

Luis Rodolfo Abinader was sworn in as president of the Dominican Republic.
Actor Ben Cross, known for films like 'Chariots of Fire' and 'Star Trek', passed away aged 72 in Vienna.

Former British tennis player, two-time Grand Slam doubles champion and equal rights pioneer Angela
Buxton has died at the age of 85.

Veteran DMK orator and former Minister A Rahman Khan, died. He was 77.
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IBM has partnered with National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) to offer curated courses from
"Open P-TECH", its free digital education platform focused on emerging technologies and professional
development skills, on the latter"s eSkill India portal.

India's vice-captain and opening batsman Rohit Sharma, wrestler Vinesh Phogat, women's hockey
captain Rani Rampal, paddler Manika Batra and Paralympian T Mariyappan will get the Rajiv Gandhi Khel
Ratna Award for 2020.

Former Australia all-rounder Cameron White announced his retirement from professional cricket,
bringing down curtains on a career which spanned almost two decades.

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting announced the winners of its Online Short Film Contest
with Abhijit Paul's 'Am I?' bagging the first prize.

To reap the benefit for vast employment opportunities in maritime sector and with a view to certify
their skill sets, MoU was signed digitally between Ministry of Shipping and Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship.

Union Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda e-launched the tertiary processing centres of “Trifood
Project” of TRIFED, Ministry of Tribal Affairs in Raigad, Maharashtra and Jagdalpur, Chhattisgarh.

The Employees' State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) relaxed norms to pay 50 per cent of average wages
of three months as unemployment benefit between March 24 and December 31 this year in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister E. K. Palanisamy inaugurated 26 new projects and laid foundation stones for
130 projects in Namakkal near Trichy. The total value of these projects comes to 243 crore rupees.

An India and UK headquartered genomics biotech company is among four worldwide projects awarded
the USD 1-million 2020 Roddenberry Prize designed to advance the vision of 'Star Trek' creator Gene
Roddenberry to better humanity

Walmart-owned Flipkart has entered into a strategic partnership with Nepal's Sastodeal, a move that
will help lakhs of Flipkart sellers get access to the neighbouring country's e-commerce market.
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Consumer Affairs Minister Ram Vilas Paswan launched an online system for registration and renewal of
licence of gold assaying and hallmarking centres.

National Fertilizers Limited, NFL, a PSU under the Department of Fertilizers in Vijaipur, Madhya Pradesh
is going to set up an Organic Waste Converter, OWC Plant.

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has developed a mobile App, ‘Harit Path' to facilitate
creation of Green Highways across the country.

Tamilnadu Chief Minister Edapadi K Palanisami has announced that a Poultry Research Institute will be
set up in Namakkal.

Lieutenant governor Manoj Sinha inaugurated the first phase of the Jammu ring road project.

ICICI Lombard General Insurance has entered into a definitive agreement to acquire Bharti Enterprises-
promoted Bharti AXA General Insurance in all stock transaction.

Ashwani Bhatia was appointed as the Managing Director (MD) of the State Bank of India (SBI).

Former South African batsman Neil McKenzie has stepped down from his position as Bangladesh’s
batting coach.

The national camp for women's wrestlers, that was scheduled to be held at the Sports Authority of India
(SAl) centre in Lucknow from September 1, has now been postponed.

Former finance secretary Rajiv Kumar has been appointed new election commissioner.
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